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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located north and east of Dog Street Road at the intersection with 
Geeting Road about one mile south of Keedysville in ~ashington County, Maryland. It 
is situated on level ground at a sharp bend in the road and faces south. 
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T'ne structure is a two story, five bay log dwelling resting on low fieldstone foundations.• 
A one story, three bay stone addition extends to the rear or north. 

The log walls have been sheathed with weatherboarding and imitation brick siding. 
Windows, which are relatively small in relation to wall area, have moderately wide 
fra~eswith butt joints. Most have early 20th century period applied trim. All 
first and second story windows have six-over-sixpanedouble hung sash. No windows 
are present at the second story of the north and west elevations. 

Doors are located in the second and fourth bays of the front elevation. Both have 
framing and trim similar to that of the windows. The westernmost door is topped by a 
three-light transom. A one story hipped roof porch supported by round pillars 
extends across the front elevation. 

The house retains an early wood shingle roof which is in poor condition. A brick 
--qimney is located inside the east gable end. Another chimney rises along an interior 

Jg wall between the second and_ third bays from the ~est gable end. The eaves at the 
front elevation are finished wi·th plain boxing. The ends of the rafters are exposed 
along the west elevation. The two west bays have been deteriorated by rot and insect 
infestation causing this portion of the house to sag. 

The stone addition is broad and is divided end to end by an interior masonry wall. 
Set-i~~ide its

0

n~rtb-end elevation-south of the roof ridge is-~·large-stone chimney 
topped with·brick. Doors and windows in the stone section have mo~erately wide 
framesjoined with wooden pegs. Windows have six-over-six pane sash. -. -. 
This structure is roofed with sheet metal terminating with a· tapered barge'board set 
directly against the end walls. Boxing with a course of molding below finishes the 
eaves. 

The interior of both parts of the house appears to have been remodeled during the 
early 20th century and again more recently. Some interior door frames in the log 
section appear to be original. They are wide and finished with.a bead at the inside 
edge. Two early doors with six raised panels are present in the second story, leading 
to the attic of the stone section, but do not appear to be in their original locations. 
Wrought nails were_observed in the attic floors of the log structure. 

Numerous sheds and outbuildings are located near the house. To the north along Dog 
Street Road are ruins of a frame bank barn which was destroyed during a windstorm in 
~e spring of 1976. 

~he house is in deteriorated to fair condition and stands on a tract containing 
approximately 50 acres. 
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This log and stone house located along what is generally believed to be an important 
18th century road is significant primarily for its association with the Geeting famil) 
prominent early German settlers in the Keedysville area. George Adam Geeting, who 
is said to have come to the Keedysville area in 1759, was the founder and first 
minister of the Brethren in Christ-Church. The Hebron Church where he preached 
was located nearby. (See Maryland Historical Trust Survey Form WA-II-290). 

This building is also significant for its architecture as representative of an 
outstanding type of early rural dwelling in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania. 
Although undated; the house reflects building traditions popular during the late 
18th and early 19th centuries in Washington County. Unfortunately, alterations to 
the interior of the structure ~ake a closer estimate of age difficult. 

\.I 

Thi~_ house stands on a farm which was for many years in the Geeting family. The 
Gee'fing name was variously spelled Gutting, Geeting, Guething and Keedy. According 
to local tradition the house was inhabited and perhaps built by the Reverend George 
Adam Geeting. T .J.C. Williams' History of Washington Cou~ty q{iote·s -fr~ a le.tter 
written by Cl~yton E. Keedy in 1905 which states.: "George [>.dam 1{eedy lived on the 
h:Lll al,ong the . ~1a.·· Sharpsburg Road as you turn- to go- down to .. Keedysville. ,,- 1 ·· This 
statem,ent appears ~o refer to the intersection of what is now known as Dog Street 
Road and Geeting Ro.~d." .. · · 

No deed reference has been found to suggest just when the land was purchased by the 
Geetings. It may have been acquired before 1776 and thus recorded in Frederick 
County. In George Adam Getting's will probated on July 25, 1812, he left "the two 
rooms and kitchen and cellar and garden which we now occupy" to Elizabeth, his wife. 
(Will Liber B, Page 235). He bequeathed his plantation to his son, Jacob. Accordini 
to Williams' History, George Geeting, Jr. acquired the homestead. The farm 
apparently descended to Ephraim C. Geeting under whose ownership the first recorded 
deed for the property was found. On July 25, 18QO, Ephraim C. Geeting sold the farm 
then containing 111 acres, to his daughter, Ann C. Reel, for $4,771.60. (95/258). 
Philip S. Reel, executor for Ann C. Reel, sold the farm in 1933 to Clyde V. and 
Ferbie S. Potter. They, in turn, sold it to Herbert E.Athey and Ramona M. Athey. 
(193/535, 212/629). In 1970 Ramona M. Athey, widow, conveyed the property to Rober 
Elwood and »aria H. Athey (508/98). It was purchased by the present owner in 1976 • 

1 
T.J.C. Will~ams, History of Washington County. 

(1906) p. 1261. 

Hagerstown, Md: Mail Publishing 
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ABSTRACT 
'WA-II-300 
Geeting Farm 
Keedysville Vicinity 
private 

Late 18th Century 

This log and stone house located along what is 
generally believed to be an important 18th century road 
is significant primarily for its association with the 
Geeting family, prominent early German settlers in the 
Keedysville area. George Adam Geeting who is said to 
have come to the Keedysville area in 1759, was a founder 
and first minister of the Brethren in Christ Church. The 
Helmm Church where he preached was located nearby. 

This building is also significant for its architec
ture as representing an outstanding type of early rural 
dwelling in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania. Although 
undated, the house reflects building traditions popular 
during the late 18th and early 19th centuries in Washington 
Countyo Unfortunately, alterations to the interior of the 
structure make a closer estimate of age difficult. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located north and east of Dog Street Road at the intersection with Geeting Road 
about one mile south of Keedysville in Washington County, Maryland. It is situated on level 
ground at a sharp bend in the road and faces south. 

The structure is a two story, five bay log dwelling resting on low fieldstone foundations. A 
one story, three bay stone addition extends to the rear or north. 

The log walls have been sheathed with weatherboarding and imitation brick siding. Windows 
which are relatively small in relation to wall area have moderately wide frames with butt 
joints. Most have early 20th century period applied trim. All first and second story windows 
have six over six pane double hung sashes. No windows are present at the second story of the 
north and west elevations. 

Doors are located in the second and fourth bays of the front elevation. Both have framing 
and trim similar to that of the windows. The westernmost door is topped by a three light 
transom. A one story hipped roof porch supported by round pillars extends across the front 
elevation. 

The house retains an early wood shingle roof which is in poor condition. A brick chimne) .s 
located inside the east gable end. Another chimney rises along an interior log wall betwe 
the second and third bays from the west gable end. The eaves at the front elevation are fin
ished with plain boxing. The ends of the rafters are exposed along the west elevation. The 
two west bays have been deteriorated by rot and insect infestation causing this portion of 
the house to sag. 

The stone addition is broad and is divided end to end by an interior masonry wall. Set in
side its north end elevation south of the roof ridg~ is a large stone chimney topped with 
brick. Doors and windows in the stone section have moderately wide frames joined with wooden 
pegs. Windows have six over six pane sashes. 

This structure is roofed with sheet metal terminating with a tapered barge board set directly 
against the end walls. Boxing under which runs.a course of molding finishes the eaves. 

The interior of both parts of the house appears to have been remodeled during the early 20th 
century and again more recently. Some interior door frames in the log section appear to be 
original. They are wide and finished with a bead at the inside edge. Two early doors with 
six raised panels are present in the second story, leading to the attic of the stone section~ 
but do not appear to be in their original locations. TJrought nails were observed in the attic 
floors of the log structure. 

Numerous sheds and outbuildings are located near the house. To the north along Dog Street 
Road are ruins of a frame bank barn which was destroyed during a windstorm in the spring of 
1976. 

The house is in deteriorated to fair.condition and stands on a tract containing approxi
mately 50 acres. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

This log and stone house located along what is ge~erally believed to be an important 18th 
century road is significant primarily for its association with the Geeting family, prominent 
early German settlers in the Keedysville area. George Adam Geeting who is said to have come 
to the Keedysville area in 1759,, was the founder and first minister of the Brethren in Christ 
Church. The Hebron Church where he preached was located nearby. (See Survey Form WA-II-290). 

This building is also significant for its architecture as representing an outstanding type of 
early rural dwelling in Maryland and southern Pennsylvania. Although undated, the house re
fl _. · s building traditions popular during the late 18th and early 19th centuries in Hashington 
Co1... --Y• Unfortunately,, alterations to the interior of the structure make!'°closer estimate of 

_ .:lfficul t. 

This house stands on a farm which was for many years in the Geeting family. The Geeting name 
l-ras variously spelled Gutting,, Geeting,, Guething and Keedy. According to local tradition the 
house was inhabited and perhaps built by the Reverend George Adam Geeting. T.J.C. Williams•,, 
History of Washington County quotes from a letter written by Clayton E. Keedy in 1905 which 
states: "George Adam Keedy lived on the hill along the old Sharpsburg Road as you turn to go 
down to Keedysville." 1 This statement appears to refer to the intersection of what is now 
known as Dog Street Road and Geeting Road. 

No deed reference has been found to suggest just when the land was purchased by the Geetings. 
It may have been acquired before 1776 and thus recorded in Frederick County. In George Adam 
Geeting's will probated on July 25,, 1812,, he left "the two rooms and kitchen and cellar and 
garden which we now occupy" to Elizabeth,, his wife. (Will Liber B,, Page 235). He bequeathed 
his plantation to his son,, Jacob. According to Hilliams• History George Geeting,, Jr. acquired 
the homestead. The farm apparently descended to Ephriam c. Geeting under whose ownership the 
first recorded deed for the property was found. On July 25,, 1890,, Ephriam c. Geeting sold the 
farm then containing 111 acres to his daughter Ann c. Reel for $4771.60 {95/258). Philip s. 
Reel, executor for Ann c. Reel,, sold the farm in 1933 to Clyde v. and Ferbie S. Potter. They 
in turn,, sold it to Hebert E. Athey and Ramona M. Athey. (193/535,, 212/629). In 1970, Ramona 
M. Athey,, widow, conveyed the property to Robert Elwood and }faria H. Athey (508/98). It was 
purchased by the present owner in 1976. 

1 T.J.C. Williams, History of Washington County. Hagerstown,, Md: Mail Publishing 
Co.,, (1906) P. 1261. 
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1126 IIISTOUY AND BIOGRAPHICAL RECORD 

ford and Wayncshoro. Pa., and Hagerstown, l.ld. 
1 tt. the autumn of 1888, Mr. :;\Iyer:; opened a tail
oring c:;talilishmcnt in Hancock. Industry and 
pt>r:.:cwrancc, those essential factors in any line of 
lm~int>i's, have secured to )[r. )[yers the prosper
ity that he enjoys. When the Bank of Hancock 
wa;; or~anizctl, in 18!)}, he became one of its 
s1ol'kholdcrs. For the pa:'t eight years, he has 
ll<·en a director, and upon the death of Breathed 
Hri\l~s, in 190ti, was elected to fill out the unex
pired term of )[r. Bridgcs as President of the 
Hank. In ach1ition to his hnsincss interests, Mr. 
::\lyers takes an actiYe part in public life. He is 
one of the local leaders of the Hcpublican party; 
he sPrwcl five wars a;;: )larnr of the town. and is 
at pre,-cnt Asi~stant :Mayor. He is a me{nber o-f 
the A. F. & A. ::\I., of the K. of P, of Hancock, 
aml of the I. 0. 0. F., of )IcConnellslmrg. Pa. 

\Villiam D. )!yers was married, in )lcCon
nell:-:hurg, Pa .. September 23, 1887, to )!iss Aleha 
1Lyt·~, of that place. daughter of Andrew Hayes, 
tll'l't•a,.:L·d. Their ch1ld::-cr.. :!re: Bef'P-ie, a stu<lcnt at 
the :State Kormal School, Shippcnshur~, Pa.; Be
atrice; Horace; Clau<le; Russell; and Howard. 
)[r. MYers adheres to the Lutheran Church, in 
which he was brought up. 

GEORGE W. KLINE, son of George and 
Xaney (Zcntmycr) Kline, was born on his fath
er's farm near Bcncvola. l\Id., l\[ay 9, 18-16. 

His gnmdfather, George Klein, came from 
Germany when a young man. He was a farmer, 
and lived and died in the vicinity of Wolfsville, 
Frederick Connb'. His children's names. so far 
as known. were as follows: Paul, who ha~ always 
rc,;idcd on the home farm, and is ·now ninet)·
three years of age; Lydia. who married Jacob 
Harp, and dierl at Chewsville, when over ninety 
~·ear,; of age; (korge; )fichael, faed and died in 
Frederiek Count~·; l\[atihla. married John Hes
i"-1111?. and died in }'ret1criek County; )[elinda, 
married DaYi1l Rarkman. and died in Frederick 
l'ounty; Catlwrin<', married Enoch Fry, of Fred
erick County: she died in Washin¢on County·; 
Barbara. marrie<l Ifrnrv Fn-. and died in Freder
ick County; .T :.unes; a~H1 1>~tcr. 

George KlinP was horn on his father's farm 
in }'rederiek Count\'. OctolK'r 2G. 1815. His ed
ucation was princi1;ally that of the farm. He 
learned carpentry, but did not follow that calling; 

after hecoming of age, he workL'd out among Cann
er,:. After his marriage in ~ 8-l:i, l\[r. Kline honi-:hl 
a farm nrnr Bencrnla, whid1 had belonged to his 
father; ·it contained about 80 acres, to which he 
ad11ctl f'eYeral acres more. He diet1 on this honw
:-:tead, X owmher 1 L 1896. l\Ir. Kline was a Dem
Ol'rat, and a puhlic-spiritcd man; he -was highly 
c:"tet>mccl hy his neighhors and acquaintarnx•,;, 
(;c·orgc Kline was· rnarrietl in Frederick County. 
:Mnreh 20. 18-i5, to )liss Xancy Zentmyer, of that 
county. She was horn February 6, 1822, and die1l 
Fcbrua1T 11, 1902 : both she and her husha111l 
were bu.ried in the; Boonsboro Cemetery. 'l'lll'y 
were Parnest and actiYc members of the Lnthl'ran 
Church. Their children arc: George W.; Charil's 
H., married )[ iss Fahrney, am1 resides on the 
homestead; am1 William Scott, who died in infan
cy, July 2, 1853. · 

George W. Kline passed his boyhood and rarly 
manhood on the farm ')·here he was born, atteml
ing the Harmony Hill public school. After !rav
ing s::hool, he rcmainL'd "ith his parents until Ji,~ 
was twenty-fo·e years old, when he rnarricu; he 
tlwn bongi1t aml took possession of the farm on 
whiL'h he Rtill liws. He erected all the buildings 
on the farm in 1880, and has made rnrious othPr 
improwmcnts on the place. It is a fine farm of 
150 acres of arahle land, and 10 acres of timber 
larnl, near Roxbury, in Tilghmanton Di:-trid. 
)lr. }{line is prominent as a citizen and as an ag
riculturist. ln politics, he adheres to the Demo
cratic party. 

Gcoq!C W. Kline was married in 1871, to 
Ruanna. daughter of Samuel and Nancy BO\nnan. 
of the Yicinity of )Iapleville, :Md. Mr. and )Ir:-:. 
Kline hacl two ehildren: )lolly Jane, who mar
ried \rilliam Sheely, of W ayncsboro, Pa.; a111l 
John lIPnrY, who remo\·ctl to Illinois. )fr". Hu
a.nna (Bm\~nan) Kline did in 1893; hl'r remain• 
arc lmrie1l in tlw Boonsboro l'emeterv. )[r. Kline 
was a!!ain married in 18~!-1. to ){rt'." Clam Holli
tla>-, ~laughter of John and Elizabeth (H111l.v) 
)lartz. hoth deecasC'tl. )[r;;. Clara Kline ha~ onr 
<:hild hy her fir~t marriagl', Nora, who i:; the wif.• 
of l'la\'ton •Huth. )lr. Kline waR rc•ared in ti~· 
Luthc1:1m faith. to whieh he still adheres. (&•! 
,,kl'teh of Charles lL Kline.) 

THE GEETING FAMILY.-The carlv hi'· 
tory of the Geeting family in America, date~ bad.; 
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1,, I~ ;i9. In that year, George Adam G uething, 
f.•rn in Nassau, I>russia, :February G, 1741, emi
~r.t!•'ll to this country, and settled in the pro1-ince 
,,( )faryland, on a tract of land which embraced 
fr11 • forms now owned and occupied by Jacob H. 
Jl"'"·rr and ~!rs. Ann C. HL-cl, near Keedysville. 
~Ir. Guet bing was brought up in the German Re
f,•rn1t•1l Church. He had a good education ancl 
i..1.1 ~t udied the classics. In Germany, he was a 
11 ,iut'r, but when he came to America, he was em
r!··:·ro during t_he s~1mmer, in quarrying stone and 
di;.::.:in,!! wells; m wmtcr he became a teacher. l\Ir. 
•;1wthing became acquainted with the Rev. Philip 
\\". Ottrrbein, and, being associated with him in 
th·· work of traehing and preaching God's word to 
th·· J><'Ople, the two men became warm personal 
!ri.·n1k Jn 1780, a meeting house "·as built near 
th•' (lurthing, now Geeting, homeskad, this, it i~ 
;,.-.·111·rally conceded, was the first church erected 
I 1· th<' Cnited Brethr0n. In 1783, George Adam 
1;1wthin,!! was ordained to the ministry, and aftcr
••H<I" heeame the third bishop in the United 
l\rl'! hrt'll Church. For several years, Bishop 
4 ;.,., in:r was the efficient secretary of the confcr
.-11 '" and his name was on the roll of members 
1111til tlie time of his death. In 1812, he was the 
1·r1-..idi11g ofiicer of the confcrC'ncc which was held 

~· .1r his homC'. Aftrr th~ dose of the :>es:;ion, 
·''"!' Get>ting went to Baltimore. to vi~it his olJ 

• r:• 11•1 and co-lahorcr, the Rev. Philip Otterbein. 
\,.t f1·1•ling wC'll, he hastened toward home, but, 
.. n .lune 28, 1812, when thirty miles west of the 
• .:y. hl' died at the home of )Ir. Snyder, with 
.. li0 m he had spent the night. His r0mains were 
• .. rr1•· to hi;; home and buri0d in }fount Hcljron 
;r41''.'nri1, near Kcc·dysyillc. His graYe is marked 
• • ;1 -lali of mica-slate, ancl stands in the shade of 
" r.:111111tain ash. 

J:i,-liop GcPting, who preached in Engfo.h and 
1·-r111:1n. or:,!anizt•d the 1st l..:nitcd BrcthrPn Church 
::> lla;.:1-r~town, and was its pastor for seventeen 
·, '~, : t hf' meet i11g-l10nsc was a log strnctu re and 

· • i 11 11 the cornrr of the con rt hou~e SI) mue. 1 n 
• "ill. claicd 8rptember rn, 1811, to he foulHl in 

· - !•·1w1ls of Wa~hington Countv, ::\Id., Grorg-e 
\ •"1 1;11,·thing named hi,; tPn ei1ildren: Pete'r; 
" 'r\: Harl.am Conn; C'hri;;tian H<nn-cy; Eliz
' .• ;, ~1111wr; Grorgc_; Jacob; )fary l'lopper; 

· .. 11 n1;1 110\r.<n; and Simon. 'l'o 0aC"h of t l1c111 he 
'. ·--! Pi;!hty-eight pounds and nine shilling;:., 

••.• 1°. Xearly all these children emigrated to 

-

Ohio and Indiana, their descendants going farther 
west. Among them arc found many C'minent men,_ 
farrncn'\, merchants and lawwrs. Hosanna How
ser liYC'd and died in Balti1;10re, ){d., where her 
deseendants arc prominent. ::\Iary C'lopp0r, from 
whom arc descended the Clopper families of Hohr
crsville Distriet, rcmaine<l in her native county~ as 
did George Adam Geeting, Jr. 

GC'orge A<lam Geeting, Jr., entered the minis
tn· of the 'L'" nitc<l Brcthn•n Church w}l('n he was 
h;cnty-six years of age. On the death of his fath
er, he inherited the Geeting homestead near Kcc
dysrille, Mu. Ho was married to Barbara Ann 
Bishop. Their children arc: David; George; 
Jos0ph; Ephriam; \rilliam; Simon; Hchecea, who 
married Simon \Yyand; an<l Cathe·rinc. who mar
ried Elijah Dehrilcr. All, cxc<>pt Ephriam and 
Hehceca, emigrated to the \rest. 

'l'hc children of Simon and Rebecca (Geeting) 
\\'yaml arc: Joshua; Susan, who married Ezra. 
\r right, and settled in Im1iana; Caleb; Barbara, 
widow of J aeob C. Rohrer; Daniel; an cl Aaron. 
All except Caleb and Barbara, are <lecca:;cd. 
George GPcting <lied, February 5, 18-12, at the age 
of sixty-one, after a ministry of thirty-four years. 
His widow died }farch· 28. 1848. 

Ephriam Geeting w;1s born December 23, 
lt->lG. Hfl married Rie:liel. L1aughtcr of Hi.-hop 
John Ru;;;;cll, and at the close of the CiYil War, 
purchased the Hussdl farm, which is widely known 
for its excellent spring, and for the fact that the 
place was used as a ho"pital immediately after the 
battle of Antietam. The childrPn of Ephriam and 
~ache! (Hnssell) Geeting now !iring arc: Eman
uel; Ann C .• widow of Jacoh Heel. who now owns 
the Geeting ho111estead; )fartha, who married John 
A. Clopper, and li,·cs in Hol1rer:-rille; Susan, wi<l
ow of Bcnj. Tritch, resicll'" in Hohrcrs\·ille. :Urs. 
Ephriam Ge0ting dird )fan-It 24, 1890, aged 
~ixt.r-eight; her ltushaml dil'd XoYcmber 7. 1892, 
age(] ,,e,·rnty-,,ix; both arc buried in Fairricw 
Ceml'terv- at Knr1h~rille. 

Em.anul'l l:el'ti11g-. now a rc:<ident of Keedys
villt', wa,.: horn .lmw 12. 1:->:l!l. He""'" married to 
)falirnla Hohn·r. Their d1ildren are: Fannie, 
who niarrit•d ,John .\. )[ illrr. a mert"hant of KPc
<ly5ville. ancl ha~ three d1il(lren. Elmer (L <it•orgc 
L .. an<1 IL Loui,.:e: and \ril!iam C .. born St'pt<·m
li<>r :1, hi';"O. I IP i,- 'an rxfrn,:irc (ll'a)er in grain, 
eo;tl &l"., in K<>eilysYillc. 011 Dt•eember 29, lK!H, 
William C. Gl'Pting was marrit>d to AJa, daughter 
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Special 'Preview 

You are cordinlly invited to a specinl preview 

of 
'Tfie rehabilitated 'Reverend 9eorge .'Adam 9eetinq Jfouse 

'Dog Street and 'Red Jfill 'Roads 

Xeedysville1 .'.Maryland 

Saturday! 'February I1 I992 

:Hosts - •Tfie Mafiarays 
'Roger 'fairboum 

------ -------

"Pfione: I (JOI) 79I-262J 

I (JOI) 799-6666 
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