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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

Property/District Name: Conococheague Soortsmen's Club [Blackford Cement Factory] 
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-~sed on the information provided by SHA. the Conococheague Sportsmen's Club property. 
Jcated on the C&O Canal and Potomac River. southwest of Sharpsburg, is eligible for the 

National Register of Historic Places under Criteria A and C. The property consists of two 
parcels. One parcel is included in the MHT Inventory as the Blackford Cement Factory (WA-II-
368). A log house and frame barn were located on this parcel at the time of the inventory 
(1978). but were removed approximately 15 years ago by the Club. The other parcek contains 
the club building, which is significant as an example of a rural vernacular log building 
style dating to the 1930s and associated with fraternal and social meeting halls in Western 
Maryland. The club house was constructed by club members in 1933 of cedar logs cut locally. 
Two c. 1950 cement block buildings are also located on this parcel. The property property 
may also be significant for its association with the events of the Civil War. It may have 
been used as the crossing point by Lee's forces as they retreated from Antietam in September 
1862. Blackford's Ford. a shallow route across the Potomac is located in the vicinity. The 
property also has a high potential for both prehistoric and historic archeological remains. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Project file MHT Inventory# 

WA-II-368 and 

Prepared by: Engineering-Science. Inc. 

Elizabeth Hannold October 18 1994 
Reviewer. Office of Preservation Services Date 

~.program concurr ce:~ yes no __ not applicable 
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Survey No. _w=A~-=II~-~3=68 ___ _ 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA - HISTORIC CONTEXT 

I. Geographic Region: 

Eastern Shore 
Western Shore 

Piedmont 

___x_ Western Maryland 

Call Eastern Shore counties. and Cecil) 
(Anne Arundel, Calvert. Charles. 
Prince George's and St. Mary's) 

(Baltimore City, Baltimore. Carroll. 
Frederick. Harford. Howard. Montgomery) 

(Allegany, Garrett and Washington) 

II. Chronological/Developmental Periods: 

Paleo-Indian 
:::: Early Archaic 

Middle Archaic 
Late Archaic 

:::: Early Woodland 
Middle Woodland 

---- Late Woodland/Archaic 
:::: Contact and Settlement 

10000-7500 B.C. 
7500-6000 B.C. 
6000-4000 B.C. 
4000-2000 B.C. 
2000-500 B.C. 
500 B.C. - A.O. 900 
A.O. 900-1600 
A.O. 1570-1750 

~ Rural Agrarian Intensification 
~Agricultural-Industrial Transition 

A.O. 1680-1815 
A.O. 1815-1870 
A.O. 1870-1930 
A.D. 1930-Present 

Industrial/Urban Dominance 
....,....- Modern Period 
~ Unknown Period C ___ prehistoric historic) 

III. Prehistoric Period Themes: 

Subsistence 
:::::: Settlement 

Political 
:::: Demographic 

Religion 
:::: Technology 

Environmental Adaption 

V. Resource Type: 

Category: Building 

IV. Historic Period Themes: 

Agriculture 
....,.-- Architecture. Landscape Architecture. 

and Corrmunity Planning 
Economic (Commercial and Industrial) 
Government/ Law 

....,.-- Military 
_ Religion 

Social/Educational/Cultural 
:::: Transportation 

Historic Environment: _R=u~r=al~------------------~ 
Historic Function(s) and Use(s): Social Recreational 

~~"-'--'-"""""'"""'"""""-'~-'-='-'=--'-----------



Survey No. WA-II-368 

Maryland Historical Trust 
Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory For'MARYLAND-\NVENiORY~O~ 
HISTORIC PROPERT\ES 

DOE _yes no 

1. Name (indicate preferred name} 

historic 

and/or common Conococheague Sportmen' s Club 

2. Location 

street & number _ not for publieation 

city, town Sharpsburg ~ vicinity of congressional district 6 

state Mary land county Washington 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district 
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
- _object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~-not applicable 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
_ yes: restricted 
___x_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
__.!_ educational 
~ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners) 

name Conococheague Sprotsmen's Club 

street & number P.O. Box 126 

city, town Sharpsburg 

Dale Lewis, Secretary 
telephone no.: 410-343-8054 

state and zip code MD 21782 

s. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washington County Court House liber 210 

street & number West Washington St. folio 692 

city, town Hagerstown state MD 21740 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

-dposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_x__ excellent 
__ good 
__ fair 

__ deteriorated 
__ ruins 
__ unexposed 

Check one 
_.x_ unaltered 
__ altered 

Check one 
_x_ original site 
__ moved date of move 

Survey No.WA II 368 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Conococheague Sportsmen's Club sits on a parcel of land containing 
35. 9 acres. Next to this property, the Club also owns land containing 
126.54 acres. The consecutive properties are found along the Chesapeake 
and Ofiio Canal National Historical Park, north of the Potoro.ac River, 
a15out one mile east of Shepherdstown, Virginia and two miles southwest 
of Sharpsburg, Maryland in Washington County. The Conococheague Sportsmen's 
Club sits at the top of a hill and is reached by a long driveway. 

The Club is built into a Bank at the top of a hill. It is a rectangular 
structure constructed of round cedar timbers with an L-extension on the 
northeast wall. It has a pitched roof and the main section contains a 
single bay with no ceiling. The south wall consists of a two tiered, full 
facade open porches with supporting colUI11ns at ground level of stone holding 
up the wood porch above. The upper level of the perch continues around the 
west gable end, while the lower porch continues arouna the east gable end 
where there is an exterior cr~mney ruilt of field stones. The internal 
fireplace is on the upper floor. 

The round log structure is joined with single saddle notching throughout 
and is painted :Clack. The chinking, probably of cement, is painted white. 
The gal>les, includingthat of the L-addition, are also built with logs but 
they are set vertrcally. There are numerous openings in the walls of both 
floors. Window types -vary from mainly double-hung sash to double casement. 
Tl:e soutli facade contains windows on the upper story and three doors on 
the lower level. The we!ll of the lower level of the south facade, as well 
as the rest of the foundation for the structure, is composed of field 
stones set ·in n:or~ar·~ One door {it would have been the ·second in line 
from the left} on··the lower leve! south facade was removed and the opening 
f:ill.ed in witli field stones. The roof is covered with.composition shingles. 
The Club is in excellent condition and no renovations or additions have 
been made to it since it was built in 1933. 

There are two other structure in the vicinity of theClub. Both are of 
cinder block construction with flat roofs and dating from approximately 
the 1950s. One cinder block building ·has sliding windows on three sides 
and an entrance door with windows. The other building is windowless and 
is Frobably used for storage. 



8. Significance Survey No. WA-11-368 

Period 
__ prehistoric 

- 1400-1499 
- 1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
___1L_ 1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic ~ conservation __ law -- science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature -- sculpture 
__ architecture ____x_ education __ military -- social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce __ exploration/settlement __ philosophy -- theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics/government __ transportation 

__ invention _x__ other (specify) 
recreational 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable. Crit~ri~: .~A 
and/or 

B 3:.._C x D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state _J£_local 

Prepare both a ~ummary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

According to Dale Lewis, Secretary of the Conococheague Sportsmen's Club, the 
Conococheague Sportsmen's Club was built in 1933 and incorporated October 31, 
1939. The building is a vernacular structure built of cedar logs. The logs were 
cut from the surrounding woods and hauled to the site by horse by a Mr. Churchey. 
It is said Mr. Churchey was the main builder of the Club, although other members 
also helped in the construction. The Club has been in operation since it was 
built. The facilities are used primarily for shooting practice and contests. 
There is a bar in the bottom floor of the building open every evening. 

The Conococheague Sportsmen's Club is potentially eligible for listing in the 
National Register under Criterion C during the ~oqe.rn ~eriod (19,30-present) , 
under the guidelines of the Maryland Comprehensive Historic Preservation Plan. 
Built of local materials-, -the Club has been in continuous _use- sipqe ~1933 and 
retains integrity of location_, _design, setting, materials, workmanship, and 
feeling. I.t is $.igni;ficant at the local level as an example pf a -rur<;tl vernacular 
log building style fran the 1930s associated with fraternaL and soci~i ~~eting 
halls in Western Maryland.used by sportmen for educational and recreational 
purposes. : . : 

The 126.54 acre tract 

According to the 1978 Maryland Inventory of Historic Properties, the 126.54 
acres adjoining the 35.9 acres containe.P. two' structures, a log house and a 
frame barn. Starting in the last quarter of the 19th century, the structures 
for many yea~s contained a cement factory. Approximately 15 years ago the 
buildings were leveled by the Club because they had totally collapsed. There 
are no standing structures or remnants of foundations on the site today. 

Local informants relate that because of the proximity of the property to the 
Potomac River, it may have been used as the crossing point by Lee's forces as 
they retreated from the Civil War Battle in Antietam in September of 1862. The 
site containing the buildings mentioned in the 1978 report was near Blackford's 
Ford, a shallow route across the Potomac immediately to the south of the 
structures. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No.WA-II-368 

Washington County Land Records 

1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property 35. 9 + 126. 54 
Quadrangle name Shepherdstown, W.VA.-MD. 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALU I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cl.i.J ..... l_.___._._...__~I ..... I_.__..___._........._ __ 
E LLJ I I ._I ....L-.1._._ ....... ........ 

GLLJ I II ..... ...._..___._ ....... ........ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

ew 
Zone 

D LJ.j 
F LLJ 
HLJ_j 

Quadrangle scale 

I I I I I I I I 
Easting Northing 

I I I I 
I I I 
I I I 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

1:24,000 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Richard Vidutis Historian 

organization Engineering Science, Inc. date July 6, 1994 

street & number 10521 Rosehaven St., telephone 703-218-1094 

city or town Fairfax, state VA 22030 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information.and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis ryland 21401 

-2438 
-01· 

PS-2746 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

WA•II-368 
District 1 
Map 79 
'Parcel 14 
MAGI I 2209305314 

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

AND/OR COMMON 

Blackford c .. t Pactory 

flLOCATiqN 
STREET & NUMBER 

Canal Road 
CITY. rowN 

STATE 

·~~SSIFICATION 
CATEGORY· ·OWNERSHIP 

_DISTRICT _PUBLIC 

!_BUILDING(S) !_PRIVATE 

L v1c1N1TY oF Sbarpaburg 

STATUS 

-OCCUPIED 

~NOCCUPIED 
_STRUCTURE 

_SITE 

_OBJECT 

_BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE 
_IN PROCESS _YES RESTRICTED 

_BEING CO.NSIOERED ~YES UNRESTRICTED 

~~o 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

William E. Knode C/O George T. Knode 
STREET & NUMBER 

P. O. Box 5 
CITY. TOWN 

Sll•cd•t;mm - VICINITY OF 

BLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC Washington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hasc•tom 
Im REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

TITLE 

DATE 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

6 
COUNTY 

Waahfngton 

.PRESENT USE 

!AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

_EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

~ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_INDUSTRIAL 

-_MILITARY 

Telephone #: 

_TRAN SPORT A TION 

_OTHER 

STATE, zip code 
West Virgin ia 25443 

Liber #: 572 
Folio #: 537 

STATE 

!faryland 21740 

_FEDERAL -5TATE -COUNTY -LOCAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 



B DESCRIPTION 

-EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

Jt_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

ULTERED < 5>X 

CHECK ONE 

X _ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

this complex was for many years a c•ent factory. Apparently during the third quarter of 
the 19th century it was operated as Antietam Cement Company under the ownership of Henry 
Kyd Douglas and William M. Blackford. (92/685, 93/342). In 1896 Antietam Cement Company 
was sold to the Potomac Hydraulic Cement Company of Keedysville, Maryland• In 1913, it was 
conveyed from the Potomac Cement Company to individual private ownership although the cement 
factory was mentioned in subsequent deea as recently as 1963. 

the Knode family who ownes the property has had connections with this J.and since the early 
1800's when it was acquired in various transactions by .Joma Blackford. (F/286, AA/519, BB/ 
252, 'l'T/165) • 

.John Blackford was married to Elizabeth Knode and a number of her relatives lived on the 
property. there are references to a "Sement:u operation in 1838 in Blac1sford's Plantation 
.rouma1. 

It is possible that the log house may predate Blackford ownership and its proximity to the 
Pack House Ford, an 18th century crossing place on the river could suggest a connection 
with early travel. 

'lbe references to cement in the 19th century refer to the buratng of lime from local stone 
for use in mortars. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



Ii SIGNIFICANCE 

E_~IQD. 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

JI_ 1700-1799 

!__ 1800-1899 

_1900-

.. _AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

_ARCHEOLOGY-PRE HISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

X --AGRICULTURI;: 

~RCHITECTURE 
-ART 

X_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

..xiNDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BU I LDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SQCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

This complex, part of the Blackford nantation includes a one and a half story, three bay 
-· house of log "1ich faces south, toward the Potomac River near the site of the ''Pack Horse, 11 

or Blackfords Pord. The house is abandoned and in ruins. Its front section has a stone 
chimney which has bem extended with brick. Thia suggests that the house may have been a 
one story dwelling which later had an upper half story added. 'Windows are small in relation 
to wall area. Prom the great distance at which this house was observed, it seans to follow 
the form of 18th century work at the first story with the upper level addition being later. 

East of the house is a large frame structure now used as a barn. It is built with its north 
-,_ble end into a steep slope. To its east is a large atone lime kiln with a brick lined 

__ :heel opening at its bottom. Evidence of disturDed eartll along the edge of the canal road 
resembling an old quarry and supportive buildings atmd nearby. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES w /J - IL - .St R 

Green, netcher M. & Thomas P. & Nathalie W. Halm, ed. Perry Hill Pl&ntation .10!JF( 
1975. 

'Washington County Land Records. 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET IF NECESS~Y 

IIiJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 198.32 acres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE 

STATE 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner, Architectural Historian 
ORGANIZATION 

Preservation Aaaociatea 
STREET & NUMBER 

109 West Main Street, Box 202 
CITY OR TOWN 

Sharpsburg 

COUNTY 

COUNTY 

DATE 

.July 1978 
TELEPHONE 

301-432-5466 
STATE 

Maryland 21782 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301} 267-1438 

PS· 1 I08 



Another one of the industries located on the canal was that of producing lime. At one time the Potomac Refining Company had 
lime kilns here and operated the crusher with steam power generated by coal brought down the canal by freight boats. There 
was originally a manganese quarry, but the operation ceased in 1912 when the formation ran under the canal. (Nat'I. Pk. Ser. ) 
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WA-II-368 

Conococheague Sportsmen's Club (Blackford Cement Factory) 

PHOTCXJRAPHS 

1. View of the Conocochegue Sportsmen's Club from the northwest. 

2. The east elevation of the Conocochegue Sportsmen's Club showing 
the two story porch on the south side, the east gable end containing 
the chimney, and the L extension on the northeast. 

3. View of the Conocochegue Sportsmen's Club from the northeast showing 
the east gable end with chimney and the northeast L addition. 

4. The southeast corner of Conocochegue Sportsmen's Club showing a 
two story porch, the bottom of which continues around the east 
gable end. 

5. The south elevation of the Conocochegue Sportmen's Club showing a 
two tiered porch, open on top and a walk through on the ground floor. 

6. Cedar log wall and chinking (including use of vertical logs in the 
gable) on the north gable end of the L addition on the Conocochegue 
Sportsmen's Club. 

7. A cinder block outbuilding to the north of the Conocochegue 
Sportsmen's Club. 

8. A cinder block outbuilding to the northeast of the Conocochegue 
Sportsmen's Club. 

9. Detail of single saddle notch cornering used throughout the 
Conocochegue Sportsmen's Club. 
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Blackford Cement Factory 

Canal Road 
Sharpsburg Vicinity 

-'l\Ul" ~lu·~H UH,KE~ 

CONSUL ANT NASHINGTON CO 

HISTORICAL SITES SURVEY 
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Blackford Cement Pactory 

Canal Road 
Sharpsburg Vicinity 

1-AllLA ~TON~ I< DICKEY 

CONSuLIANT. l'tASHINGroN co 

~STORIOO SITES SURVEY 





Blackford Cement Factory 

Canal Road 
Shart>•burg Vicinity 

PAULA , "' NH! DICKEY 
CONSULrANT NASHINGTON CO 

HISTORICAL Sl"'S ·~ SURVEY 





Blackford Cement Factory 

canal Road 
Sharpsburg Vicinity 

AUL/\ s ONE~ r·11.Kl r 

CONSULTANT. WASHINGTON CO 

HISTORICAL SIT!S SURVEY 





Blackford Cement Factory 

Canal Road 
Sharpsburg Vicinity 

f"ll.A STONER DICKEY 
CONSUL1ANT, WASHINGTON CO. 

lllSTORICAL SITES SURVEY 





Blackford Cement Factory 

Canal Road 
Sharpsburg Vicinity 

P'AULA STONER DICKEY 

60NSUL lANT WASHINGTON CO 
HISTORICAL SITES SURVEY 


