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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Ellerslie is a large complex of buildings including a two and a half story
five bay brick house, a frame secondary dwelling, a stone spring house, two
large barns and related outbuildings. Other structures were removed at vari-
ous times in the property's history.

The main house was built in 1885 for $2800 according to the present owner.
It is constructed in common bond at all elevations with segmental arches
above the openings. Matching Victorian porches are present at the central
front entrance and along the end wall of the house. A series of brackets
trim the eaves. Interior features of note include plaster medallions in the
hall and parlor ceilings. Apparently this house replaced an older structure
behind it that was torn down in 1885. A gate in an iron fence in front of
the house is inscribed with the name George Downey, its builder.

An earlier barn was located north of the house. The present dairy barn was
built in 1939.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This famm is an extensive 19th and 20th century complex. It has been in the
Downey family for four generations. The house dated 1885 is an excellent
example of late 19th century rural architecture combining classical formality
with stylish ginger lread. The spring house is said to be the site of an
early 19th century distillery. The dairy barn built in 1939 is said to have
been the first milking parlor in Washington County and the second in Maryland.
The owner also reported that Civil War trenches were dug in the woods north
¢~ the house and were used by confederate soldiers retreating from Gettys-
¥ g in 1863.
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FIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
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EUIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 195.12 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
EE1F ORM PREPARED BY

NAME / TITLE
Paula Stoner, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Preservation Associates June 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
109 West Main Street, Box 202 301-432-5466
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Sharpsburg Marvlapnd 21782

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 Ka,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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