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District 20 
Map 66 
Parcel 69 
MAGI # 2209915435 
SURVEY 

6NAME 
HISTORIC 

ANO/OR COMMON 

"Old Slifer Farm" 

IJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Maryland Route 63, S. E. of Dam # 4 Rd. & S.E. of Downsville 
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE 

Maryland 

X.... v1c1N1TY oF Downsville 6 
COUNTY 

Washington 

DcLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE 
_DISTRICT _PUBLIC X...occUPIEO ~GRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

X-BUILOING(S) PRIVATE _UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL __ PARK 

_STRUCTURE _BOTH _WORK IN PROGRESS _EDUCATIONAL _XpRIVATE RESIDENCE - fUBLIC ACQUISITION _SITE ACCESSIBLE _ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS 

_OBJECT _IN PROCESS _YES: RESTRICTED _GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC 

_BEING CONSIDERED _YES UNRESTRICTED _INDUSTRIAL _TRANSPORTATION 

x__NO _MILITARY _OTHER 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

Robert W. Ziem 
STREET & NUMBER 

Route # 1 
CITY. TOWN 

Fairplay 

Telephone #: 

_ VICINITY OF 

STATE ' zip code 
Maryland 21733 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #: 525 
Folio #: 186 

Washington County Court House 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. 

STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN STATE 

Hagerstown 
l!I REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Mary laud 

,--
TITLE 

DATE 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN 

-FEDERAL --5TATE -COUNTY _LOCAL 

STATE 

21740 



II DESCRIPTION 

X.EXCELLENT 

_GOOD 

_ FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_UNALTERED 

XALTERED <: 50% 

W/t-JL-- t.t:l 7 

CHECK ONE 

}LORIGfNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This farmstead located at a large spring, includes a two story, three bay 
stone L-shaped house, a stone springhouse and a large frame bank barn. 
The house, built of roughly coursed limestone has a side front entrance. 
Windows have six over six pane sashes. No decorative masonry is associated 
with the exterior of the building such as dressed stone arches over the · 
windows. The complex would appear to date from the second quarter of the 
19th century. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



·u SIGNIFICANCE 

PERIOD 

_PREHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

.X.1800-1899 

_1900-

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

__ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

LGRICULTURI; 

X-.ARCHITECTURE 

__A.RT 

_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING 

_CONSERVATION 

_ECONOMICS 

_EDUCATION 

_ENGINEERING 

_EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

_INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This farmstead is typical of early 19th century regional construction 
utilizing the native limestone. The property has been known as "The Old 
Slifer Farm," "The Downs Farm," and "Chews Farm," a land grant name. It 
is also part of the land grants "Conococheague Manor" and Number 8". 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 



'WA-TI.-1../d.7 

IJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

CONTINUE ON SE~AR.ATE SHEET I~ NECESSARY 

lliJGEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY ____ 5_3_._3_4_a_cres 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE COUNTY 

STATE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME I TITLE 

Paula Stoner, Architectural Historiau 
ORGANIZATION DATE 

Preservation Associates June 1978 
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE 

109 West Main Street, Box 202 301-432-5466 
STATE CITY OR TOWN 

Sharpsburg Maryland 21782 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
( 301) 267-1438 

PS- 1108 
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"Old Slifer Farm" 

Md . Rt. 63 S.E. of Dam # 4 
Rd., S . E. of Downsville 
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"Old Slifer Farm" 

~Md. Rt. 63, S. E. of Dam ff 4 
Rd. S .E. of Downsville 

PAULA STONER DICKf.Y 

CONSULTANT, « ASHIN'GTON CO. 
HISTORICAL SITES SURVEY 
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"Old Slifer Farm" 

Md . Rt. 63, S.E. of Dam # 
4 Rd.S.E. of Downsville 

PAULA STONEk UICilEY 
CONSULTANT, WASHIKGTllN ~. 

HISTOHICAL SITES ~URVE'( 
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Md. Rt. 63 S.E. of Darn# 
4 Road, S.E. of Downsville 

PAULA STONER DICKEY 
,,o,.~1J Tt1NT WASHINGTON CO 
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