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ABSTRACT 
WA-11-... 431 
B & 0 Bridge, Antietam Creek 
Keedysville Vicinity 
private 

c. 1867 

The timber trestle which carries the Washington 
County branch of the B & 0 Railroad between two bluffs 
flanking the Antietam Creek is significant for its 
architecture, for the engineering expertise it displays 
and for its contribution to commerce, conmunications 
and transportation in Washington County for over 100 
years. 

Nearly 400 feet in length, the trestle is known 
locally as one of the longest bridges on the B & 0 
Railroad. It is unique in that it is believed to be 
the only timber trestle or ''western type" bridge in 
Maryland and possibly in the eastern United States • 
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(B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

X_GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

_XINALlERED 

_.ALlERED 

CHECK ONE 

X ORIGINAL SllE 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND OHIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This timber trestle carries the Washington County branch of the 
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, now part of the Chessie System, over 
the ravine formed by the Antietam Creek northwest of Keedysville, 
Maryland. 

The Washington County branch of the B & O is a spur which extends 
from Weverton at the main line on the Potomac River for 24 miles to 
Hagerstown. Construction of this section of railroad was completed 
in November of 1867. 

The wooden bridge, approximately 400 feet in length,is supported-by 
a series of timber bents resting on concrete sills. The structure 
is joined with metal bolts. Abutments and piers are of coursed stone. 
It would appear that most or all of the original wooden timbers have 
been replaced. 

- Al though this spur line has been abanG.onea_ in recent years, the bridge 
is, at present, in good condition. 
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·fa s~IGNIFICANCE WA-rt-Y~l 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The timber trestle which carries the Washington County branch of the 
B & O Railroad between two bluffs flanking the Antietam Creek is 
significant for its architecture, for the engineering expertise it 
displays and for its contribution to commerce, communications and 
transportation in Washington County for over 100 years. 

Nearly 400 feet in length, the trestle is known locally as one of the 
longest bridges on the B & O Railroad. It is unique in that it is 
believed to be the only timber trestle or "western type", bridge in 

_,l!aryland and possibly in the eastern United States. 

,ometimes called "Long Bridge" the structure is part of a spur line 
which branched from the main E & 0 Railroad at Weverton near Harpers 
Ferry, W. Va. Although a route was proposed from Harpers ~erry to 
Hagerstown shortly after the B & O opened its line along the Potomac 
River in 1834, the spur was not opened unti_l afte_r the Civil War •. The 
track was ·first used on November 22, 1867, for a consignment of wheat 
sent to Baltimore. Prior to the opening of the Washington County 
Branch there was no direct· rail service from Hagerstown to Baltimore. 
It was an important asset to farmers and manufacturers in Washington 
County who· depended on rail transport of the crops and products. 
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