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---DRAFT - - I!E L!i EN SPIKER LOG HOUSE 

The Helen Spiker Log House is a late nineteenth cen-t- 1.iry 

two-story log structure built in a I.-shape plan. 1hc style, 

construction, plan, and ornamental details are typical of 

log con~t;_-uction found- dur'ing the· late nineteenth ~cntury in 

this region. It has two-over-two sash window frames with arched-

topped upper panes, an ornamental feature that was quite popt1lar 

in the eastern section of Washington County. The farm complex, 

which once had a double-pen log barn, now contains only the log 

farmhouse. 

The farmstead is located on a Jane south of Greenbrier Road, 

approximately . 8 mi le east of Boones boro -[.1t. Lena Road. The 

house sits at the end of a .1 mile dirt lane. It is a level 

site with a branch of Little Beaver Creek running between the 

house and Greenbrier Road. The property is within the boundary 

of Greenbrier State Park in Washington County Maryland. 

The Helen Spiker Log House is a two-story, three-bay by 

two-bay structure with a two-bay ell. The main facade faces 

east an<l has a central entrance with two-over-two sash windows 

in the outer bays of the first story and three bays in second 

story . The window and door frames are set out from the log 

. providing evjdence that the log was once covered in weatherboard 

siding thC:1t has been removed from the structure. The logs are 

V-notchf'cl at the corners anJ have Hide spaces filled with stones, 
"--

woo<lchips, and mortar. The structure sits on a stone foundation 

that is p:trtially collapsed. It has a steep gable roof covered 

in sheet metal. 



Draft--Helen Spiker Log House 2 

The north facade has an entrance in the easternmost 
6.f e,. 

bay of tl'.e ell. Two- over-t\vO sash 1..-indows l\on the other three 

bays of the first story and the four bays of the second story. 

The gable is covered in asphalt shingles and has two small 

windows. The box cornice returns at the gable end. The south 

facade l1as an early twentieth century brick chimney centrally 

located witl1 a basement entrance running below the chimney. 

Two-over-two sash windows are located one on ea~h story and 

the gable ornamentation is identical to the north gable end. 

The ell 011 the south side has a double-tiered porch that is 

falling dmnl. The porch has an entrance and a window leading 

to it on each floor. The west gable end has a early twentieth 

century chirnney and a single winJow on each story. 

The basic element of ornamentation to the structure are the 

door aud •vin<low frames. They arc relatively unelaborate with 

board frames consisting of a band of beading clown the center in 

a serpent i r~-moldeJ top. The sash is two -over-two sash with the 

upper sash consisting of wood arches on each pane. The arched 

upper sash was a popular technique in this section of Washington 

County. 

The interior floor plan consists of three rooms with the 

stairs in the south room. The stairs are located in the southwest 

corner of the room and have a roundeJ post with square 

balusters. The stairs have serpentine stair ends. This south 
AL 

room pr~)vidcs ~cess to the otheT tHo rooms as the partition \.;all 

- bet\•:een the two northern rooms cloe::. not contain a doorway to 

provide dj rect access between tliose two rooms. 



Draft--llelcn Spiker Log House 

The house has been substantially vandalized since the 

1979 survey. Also, a double-pen log barn that stood on the site 

an<l is described in this 1979 sLir\·cy is no longer stanL1ing. 

The gable windows ha<l t~o panes with arched tops. 

Wire nails are found throughout the building. 

Sig_nificance. The Helen Spiker Log Ilousc illustrates a 

number of features of late nineteenth century domestic architec­

ture in Washington County. Foremost, it shows the prevalence 

of log cnnstruction as a building type into th~ late nineteenth 

century i11 this region. Secondly, it depicts the evolution 

of the L-sh::iped farmhouse plan into a large compact structure 

with spcci he characteristics that persisted throughout the 

nineteenth century and into the early twentieth century. The 

Spiker fluu';e also shcJ\\'S the influence of Victorjan arc11itectural 

styles, particularly through the \\-ind ow ornamentation found in 

the structure. ThusJ the house and its characteristics represent 

the later stage of log construction in farmhouses in Washington 

County. 

The Helen Spiker Log House i~ a late nineteenth century 

structure that shows the persist~nce of log construction in 

Washington County. While many regions were becoming quite 

accessible to railroad commerce and were abandoning regional 

building methods to incorporate late nineteenth century building 

technology, many sections of w~shin~ton County retained regional 

characteristics and building. The abundance of timber as a 

i11:_:-<per.:;iv.-· co11structjon material in these areas meant that log 

c on~ t ni.:.: t i on pc r s i s t e d for s m ;1 1 1 l o g ho u s c s a s we l 1 a s 1 a r g e r 

fa rm ho u ~; e ~; t r u ct u r cs . The Spiker !1011sc is an excellent example 
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Draft--Helen Spiker Log House 

of a large farmhouse constructed of log. 

The Spiker Leg House also shows the evolution of the L-shaped 

plan to its late nineteenth century form. Earlier L-shaped 

houses ev:.)lved through additions being added 'to the structure 

or in early versions of L-shaped floor plans. At the Spiker 

Log House there is a fully-rnatursL-shape plan with an inset 

double-tiered porch under a symmetrical gable roof on the ell. 

However, the interior room arrangement follm.;s a rural floor 

pat tern :rncl does not con ta in a central st air ha 11 popular in 

late nineteenth century domestic architecture. Instead, the 

interior has a three-room plan with a corner stair in the 

south roe.nu. The two northern rooms are not accessihle to 

one anoth<~ r through the south room. 

The Spiker house does show an influence of late nineteenth 

century domestic architecture in its window frames. The frames 

are constructed of a mass-produccJ board frame with beading 

down the center of the board. The window sash uses a popular 

Victorian style with the two upper panes having round-arches. 

The gahlc end windows have a simi Lir arrangement consisting of 

two pane windows with each pane having an arched top. This 

style of window sash was particularly popular along the eastern 

section of Washington County. 

There have been few changes or alterations to the Spiker 

House. The exterior wood siding has been removed from the 

structur·c to lea\·e an exposed log exterjor. Asphalt shingles 

have hPcn added to the gables which probably are originally 

covered with wood siding. An early t1·;enticth century chimney 
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Draft--Helcn Spiker Log House 

has been added to the south and west gable end. 

The structure has been vandalized through the removal of 

window sash and some interior features such as the handrail 

to the stairs. The basic components of the structure are sol 1d 

except for the stone foundation. 

------------------
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ADDENDA 

In 1984 the Department of Patural Resources contracted 

with Joe Getty to conduct a follow-up survey of selected 

historic properties on DNR lands. DNR funded the field 

survey and photography but did not prepare finished copy. 

The attached photocopy pages were forwarded to the 

Maryland Historical Trust to supplement existing files. 

All original material and photographs remain in the possession 

of the Department of Natural Resources under the supervision 

of Ross Kimme 1 (x3771). 
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B DESCRIPTION 

CONDITION CHECK ONE 

_EXCELLENT 

1 ,s;ooD 
~FAIR 

_DETERIORATED 

_ RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

_UNALTERED 

~LTERED 

CHECK ONE 

~ORIGINAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE __ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

. · This farmstead is located south of Greenbri~ Road at the 
settlement of Greenbrier and is within the boundary of Greenbrier 
State Park in Washington COunty, Maryland. The complex dates from 

"the late 19th century. · 

The house is a two story, ~three bay·L~shaped log building 
resting on stone fouridations. The wall construction is exposed 
and weathering of the logs suggests that they have been uncovered for 
some time. Hindow and door trim is set out.., 1 c'b to receive 
siding. ·The logs are hand hewn and display inverted "V" notching 
at the corners. tt t~ 111'.e.'1 #z'-t thi lOC,".:> LA-'l•'e. ~.,~·d.ccL CN~,··'-'l''i 

Windows and doors are aligned with each ~her in thewalls. 
Windows have two over two pane sashes with the upper sashes having 
round arched oanes. The architraves have flat top pieces with 
molded trim. -The main entrance is located in the. central bay of 
the front elevation. The door has four vertical oanels and 
does not include a transom. It is trimmed similarly to the windows. 
The ell to the rear of the house has similar windows and doors 
to that of the front section. The east elevation of the ell has 
~-two story porch supported by square posts. 

The gables of the _house are sheathed with as~halt shingles. 
Twentieth century exterior brick chimneys are located against the 
south end wall and the east end wall. The roof is covered' with 
standing seam sheet metal. 

Inside, a staircase is located against 
the main section.· It features turned newel 
appear to have received any finish. Curved 
ends of the risers. 

the-east end wall of 
posts which do not 
facing fiz· 1 s the , .,..,NVIS 

Although it is vacant and Q.vi.s suffered some vandalism, the 
house appears to be basically solid ~nd in good condition. 

. West of the h~sf)e is a two pen loe barn constructed of round 
l9gs some of which ~ill retain their bark. The barn also has · 
a log forebay supported by mas~ive wooden posts. The bark roof 

. is of corrugated sheet metal which is missing in some areas. · The 
barn is in deteriorated condition but is salvageable. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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PERIOD 
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_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 
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i..1 soo-1 s99 
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AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

---ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC _COMMUNITY PLANNING 

~RCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC _CONSERVATION 

~GRICULTURI; _ECONOMICS 

~RCHITECTURE _EDUCATION 

---ART _ENGINEERING 

_COMMERCE _EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT 

_COMMUNICATIONS _INDUSTRY 

_INVENTION 

_LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_LAW 

_LITERATURE 

_MILITARY 

_MUSIC 

_PHILOSOPHY 

_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

SPECIFIC DATES BUILDER/ ARCHITECT 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

WA-IL- 9 73 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

~SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 
_THEATER 

_TRANSPORTATION 

_OTHER !SPECIFY) 

This complex consisting of a late 19th century log house and 
barµ is outstanding as an example of regional vernacular archi­
tecture illustrating the prominent use of lop, as a construction 
material. 

Log barns are hi~hly unusual in Washington County although 
records suggest that the l!lB.jority of barns in the 18th and 19th 
centuries were of log construction. Today fewer than a dozen . 

. of these structures are knol-m to exist in vTashinP;ton County. This 
barn~ although deteriorated remains intact showinr, the construction, 
appearance and use of these structures. · 

has survived to the present 
include the 20th century 
shingles -to the p,ables, A,.,.). 

The house which never had plumbing 
with very few alterations. The changes 
chimney.s~..aliMii. the C}PPlication of asphalt 
~C>v...< Of <'!1..l.:·r1_,r S.~·..i~. 

Al.though relatively late in the history of log construction 
this complex provides excellent visual documentation of an out­
sta~ding architectural type and suggest an important part of the 
cultural history of the residents of the slopes of South lfountain 
where log houaes predominate. 

The complex is worthy for nomination to the National Rey,ister 
of Historic Places. 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 

--- -·--·- -·----
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STATE COUNTY 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 
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