STTE NUMBER: WA-II-520
ADDRESS: 215 West Main Street, Sharpsburg, MD
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: John Gamperl, 257-298, private
BUILDING DATE: mid-19th century

215 West Main Street is a south~f;cing, horizontally massed,
svmmetrical, three-and-a-half-story, three-bay, stone and frame,
freestanding, residential structure. Its principal focus is the
elaborate, second-story, open eastlake porch that runs across the
front facade. The building has an exposed stone basement at the
street level with a deeply recessed entrance to the house. The
stories above the basement level are frame construction sheathed in
weatherboard. A second entrance is at the second-story level and
is reached by a set of stairs at the west side of the facade. The
éide-gable roof has open eaves and gable returns and is covered
with artificial shingling. The fenestration consists of single,
rectangular; wooden sash, double-hu:rg. one-over-one windows with
wnod entablatures similar to those found on 213 West Main, its
neighbor to the east. The building has received several additions
including a one-story octagonal bay on the front facade at the
second story and a rear two-story addition that does not appear in
its extant configuration on the 1922 Sanborn. The property
includes a large, landscaped side yard located above grade.

According to the commemorative plaque on the building, at
least part of this structure was standing in 1862. Based on its
style, however, it appears to have been extensively remodeled since
that time. A building of the same configuration is noted on the
1877 map of the town as being owned '~ D. Poffenberger. It is
noted on the 1922 Sanborn as 105 West Main Street. The map also

indicates three large outbuildings on the property.




LOA-TL- Sec

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic
Organization, the Development Periods of Agricultural-Industrial
Intensification and Industrial/Urban Dominance, and falls within
the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture
and Community Planning.

Prepared by Julie Mueller, June 1991
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