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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Thia two part stone farmhouse located at Crampton'• Gap, dates from the 18th and 19th 
centuries and apparently has been owned by the Crampton and lilllendore · families for its· 
entire history. 

The older part of the house is a two atcry, three bay stone structure built of granular 
stone common to the Pleasant Valley, set in regular courses. Windows are topped with high 
segmental arches of stone. Where original windows raaain, they have massive wide framing. 
The window sashes have been replaced except for one full sized six over six sash in the 
south gable at the attic level. The main mtrance is located in the south end of the front 
or east elevation. A "ghost 0 on the wall above the front door indicates that a gabled porch 
was there at one time. Chimneys are located inside each end wall. 

Attached to the north encl of the older structure is a two story three bay atone addition. 
It appears to date &om the third quarter of the 19th century as evidenced by the window 
and door trealmlent which consists of wide wooden lintels above the openings. This addition 
had a rece8aed double porch along its entire front elevation which in recent years has been 
enclosed with aiding and winclovs. Thia part of the house ia said to have been added b• ~e 
present owners grandfather who owned the property between 1868 and 1893. 

A turn of the century frame wing ia attached to the extrane north md. 

A small atone spring house i a located in front of the house and ia dated 1813. A barn and 
other buildings are located nearby. 
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The older part of this stone house would appear to date from the third quarter of the 18th 
century or slightly later, perhaps. The oldest recorded acqtdsitions of the Crampton family 
in 'Washington County occurred in 1806. These 19th cmtury conveyances do not total the 
amount of ac1'eage that Thomas Crampton owned at the time of his death in 1820. Perhaps 
,_..lier deeds were not recorded or they are listed HDng the records of Prederick County 

they transpired before 1776. 

This house is significant as an example of very early stone eonstruction in Washington 
County. The acldition made later in the 19th century was built with an effort to match in 
form and mat.,.ial the older section. 

Crampton•a Gap on South Mountain, named for the Crampton fatly vaa a major crossing place 
for pioneer settlers moving into the Cumberland and Sbenandoah Valleya• A public road is 
1cnown to have crossed the IDOUllt&in of this gap as early as the 1730's. 

The Crampton - ltlllenclore. farm includes parts of the land grants, "Strif_e," ''Park Hall, u 

and *'Keep Triest." It vu acquired by Daniel !tallenclore from the heirs of Blie Crapton 
in 1868. (WMcDQ/218, see alao d..U INlS/16, LIJ693). 
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301} 267-1438 
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