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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Gathland State Park is located on top of South Mountain at Crampton's Gap.
The park consists of forest and open land with several stone buildings and
structures. The buildings are for the most part of stone construction and
were built after 1884 by George Alfred Townsend, journalist and novelist
who used the pen name "Gath". He built a large stone house, a library, a
guest house, servants quarters and stables. Several of these buildings
remain standing today. Most prominent of the structures is a tall monu-
mental stone arch which was erected by Townsend in memory of newspaper

war correspondents. The structure was dedicated in 1896. Townsend abandone
the property in 1906 after his wife died. It was acquired by the State in
the early 20th century. The arch is federally owned.

The main house, a two story, four bay, hipped roofed structure with a central cross

gable was rebuilt in the 1950's by DNR. In its front wall at the second story level

is a date stone inscribed, Gath, 1885. A turn of the century period photograph of the
building shows a long two story L-shaped extention to the rear of the present buildir
featuring wall dormers, brick window trim and projecting gables with stepped parapet ..of
lines. Wrapping around the front and sides of the main part of the house was a broad
Victorian porch with bracketed trim.

Below the main house is a gwmmbrel roofed stone building formerly a guest house, now
used as a visitor's center. It is built of native sandstone with reddish mortar and
features brick trimwork. A stone in its south wall is inscribed, Bess, 1885. (Bess was
George Alfred Townsend's wife.)

Also present is a tomb erected by Gath but never used and a bronzed figure of a dog

which rested on top of the tomb was stolen sometime after Townsend abandoned the
property.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

George Alfred Townsend was a prominent journalist and novelist. The War
Correspondent's Arch that he erected is the only such memorial in existence.

Crampton's Gap, the area where the park is located was an early mountain

crossing place for settlers moving into the Cumberland Valley during the
second and third quarters of the 18th century.
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Paula Stoner, Architectural Historian
ORGANIZATION DATE
Preservation Associates July 1978
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
109 West Main Street, Box 202 301-432-5466
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Sharpsburg Maryland 21782

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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