
SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-97 
ADDRESS: 4 West Water Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Carl E. Clingan, 883/726, private 
BUILDING DATE: 1904 

4 West Water Street is a south-facing, vertically massed, synvnetrical, 

Colonial Revival, two-story, three-bay, freestanding, brick colllllercial 

structure resting on a concrete foundation. The flat roof has a pediment

shaped false front facing the street. The brick varies from deep red to 

orange to b 1 ack in co 1 or and is set in a white mortar. There are two 

entrances on the front facade. The main entrance, located in the center 

bay, is defined by a classically inspired frame surround, and is comprised 

of a set of double glass and frame doors topped by a rectangular, four-pane 

transom. A secondary entrance is located in the east bay. The 

fenestration is composed of round-arched casement windows. 

Colonial Revival characteristics of the building include the dentilled 

false front pediment; the round-arched, multi-paned windows; and the highly 

ornamented entrance. 

The building, which is set on original lot 38, defines the western edge 

of the Smithsburg co11111ercial district. The 1814 plat of the town indicates 

that there was a two-story, two-bay house on this lot facing Green Castle 

(Main) Street, and that the property was owned by Logan (no first name 

provided). A larger building, owned by a Mrs. Bishop, appears on the 1875 

map of the town. It is doubtful that this is the building that is standing 

today. According to the Smithsburg Historical Society, the structure was 

built in 1904. The building is shown on the 1916 Sanborn. Both the 1916 

and the 1923 Sanborn indicate that the building was used as a bank and was 

numbered 213 Water Street. The building is currently vacant. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic Organization, 

the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, and falls within the 



,.-. Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community 

Planning, as well as the Economic Historic Period Theme. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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