
SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-100 
ADDRESS: 16 West Water Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Richard G. Bachtell, 462/600, private 
BUILDING DATE: Late 19th/early 20th century 

16 West Water Street is a south-facing, horizontally massed, two-and-a

half-story, three-bay, freestanding, frame residential structure resting on 

a stone foundation. The building is sided with asbestos sh i ng 1 i ng. The 

cross gable roof is covered with artificial roll sheathing. The original 

fenestration consists of single, rectangular, wooden sash, double-hung, 

two-over-two windows. The entrance is approached from a set of stairs on 

the eastern edge of the facade, leading up to a raised open, balustraded 

porch set in concrete block. The entrance, 1 ocated in the center bay, 

retains its original rectangular single, frame door with glass sidelights 

and transom. 

Building ornamentation consists of window and door trim, window 

shutters, a pentoid window in the front attic gable, and the balustraded 

porch, which is appears to be an addition. 

A building, owned by a Mrs. Bishop, appears on the 1875 map of the town 

on this lot, however, not in the location of this structure. The building 

appears to date from the late 19th/early 20th century; it is shown on the 

1916 Sanborn as 208 Water Street. Coal grates on the side of the house 

have a patent date of 1882 on them. There is an old detached frame garage 

behind the house. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic Organization, 

the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, and falls within the 

Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Connnunity 

Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991. 
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