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SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-106 
ADDRESS: 28 West Water Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Howard P. N~an, 455/505, private 
BUILDING DATE: 1923 

28 West Water Street is a south-facing, square, two-and-a-half-story, 

freestanding, brick residential structure resting on a concrete foundation. 

The brick appears to be fonned of a cement composed of a grey and white 

venniculite and is set in running bond in a cream-colored mortar. The 

hipped roof, which is covered with grey slate, is accented by a front 

hipped donner holding four, four-paned casement windows. A hipped-roof, 

open porch supported on frame battered columns with brick piers wraps 

around the facade to the side of the house. The porch is further defined 

by a low railing. Fenestration consists of rectangular, wooden sash, 

double-hung, one-over-one windows set singly on the second floor and in 

triplets on the first floor. The entrance is approached from steps at the 

western bay of the porch. 

The structure is a typical American four-square design and retains many 

of its original features. Its color and massing create an imposing 

appearance on a streetscape that is generally characterized by smaller 

frame buildings. 

The building is set on original lot 72, a vacant lot that was owned by 

Stephen Tarlton, according to the 1814 plat of the town. No building 

appears on this lot on the 1875 map either. The footprint of the building 

is noted on the 1923 Sanborn as 11 planned 11
, indicating that building was 

probably built very soon thereafter. At the time, it was numbered 202 

Water Street. According to the Smithsburg Historical Society, the bricks 

were manufactured as part of an experiment in Cavetown. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic Organization, 

the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, and falls within the 
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Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Co11111unity 

Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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