
· - SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-108 

-

ADDRESS: 32 West Water Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Howard P. Newman, 382/614, private 
BUILDING DATE: Mid-19th century 

32 West Water Street is a south-facing, synnetrical, two-story, three­

bay, freestanding, frame residential structure resting below grade on a 

stone foundation. The side gab 1 e roof is covered with grey s 1 ate. The 

fenestration consists of single, rectangu 1 ar, wooden sash, daub 1 e-hung, 

two-over-two windows. The eastern-bay entrance holds a craftsman-style 

glazed and panel interior door and a frame exterior storm door. An open, 

hipped-roof porch supported on battered posts extends across the front of 

the building. 

What was once a two-story open porch (noted on a 1916 map) on the east 

facade of the house has been altered with the enclosure of the second 

floor. The first floor remains open and is defined by a railing. 

The building is set on original lot 73, a vacant lot that was owned by 

Abraham Row, according to the 1814 plat of the town. It appears that this 

building is first noted on the 1875 map on a site owned by J. Fessler. 

The 1916 Sanborn has the building numbered as 25 Water Street. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic Organization, 

the Development Period of either Agricultural-Industrial Transition or 

Industrial/Urban Dominance, and falls within the Historic Period Theme of 

Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Connnunity Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991. 
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