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SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-155 
ADDRESS: 15 North Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: John R. Smith, Jr., 444/174, private 
BUILDING DATE: mid-19th century 

15 North Main Street is an east-facing, horizontally massed, 

sy11111etrical, two-story, five-bay, freestanding, brick residential structure 

resting on a stone foundation. The bu i 1 ding is a good ex amp 1 e of the 

transition between the Greek Revival (the synvnetry and general design) and 

the Italianate styles (the heavy, bracketed cornice). The flat roof has 

two endwall, corbelled chimneys and an ornately carved, bracketed box 

cornice. The raised center-bay entrance is protected by a frame portico 

and can be approached from a set of stairs to either the north or south. 

The portico supports have been replaced by modern i ran rail i ng. The 

entrance is Greek Revival in configuration and Italianate in detailing. 

The glazed and paneled door (protected by a modern aluminum and glass storm 

door) is surrounded by sidelights and a glazed transom. Windows are wood 

frame, rectangular, single, double-hung, two-over-two sash with the upper 

mullions being arched or rounded. Sills are of stone and the lintels are 

flat arched brick. All windows on the front facade have shutters. 

The building is set on original lot 40, a vacant lot that was owned by 

James Lighget, according to the 1814 plat of the town. A building 

(probably the extant one), owned by W.M. Sable, appears on the 1875 map of 

the town. The 1916 and 1923 Sanborns show the building as 119 Main. The 

many outbuildings that are indicated on the 1916 Sanborn are no longer 

shown on the 1923 map. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic Organization, 

the Development Period of Agricultural-Industrial Transition, and falls 

within the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture 

and Community Planning. Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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