
- SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-167 
ADDRESS: 5-9 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Carl E. Clingan, 829/327, private 
BUILDING DATE: c. 1913 

5-9 South Main Street is a vertically-massed, tall, deep, 

three-story, three-bay, brick commercial building sited next to an 

architecturally similar structure ( 3 South Main) . More 

contemporary in its styling, this building, nonetheless takes its 

design cues from its neighbor. Brick is used to create pilasters 

and to define windows and bays. Stone is used more sparingly, but 

still is employed for beltcourses, pilaster caps, as voussoirs and 

keystones, and as brackets and flooring for a wrought-iron balcony 

in the center bay on the second floor. Unlike its neighbor, this 

building retains the majority of its original fenestration design, 

including its storefront transoms. The building has three 

entrances: one in the center that leads to a staircase for the 

floors above, and one in each of the two flanking storefronts. The 

storefront in the north bay has been altered with the removal of 

the plate glass showcase and the pushing forward of the entrance to 

this space. The storefront in the south bay appears to be in its 

original configuration. The building is topped with a dentilled 

cornice and a short parapet that has been extensively repointed. 

The building is set on original lot 11. According to the 1814 

plat of the town, the lot was owned by George M. Boyer and had a 

two-story, three-bay house on it facing Green Castle (Main) Street. 

By 1875, a small building owned by Besore & Welty is noted on the 

town map of that date. The 1916 Sanborn indicates the extant 

building and notes that it had two numbers: a department store 

occupied 149 and a hardware store occupied 148. The 1923 Sanborn 



notes that there was a store in 149, and that the hardware store 

remained in 148. According to the Smithsburg Historical Society, 

this building was constructed c. 1913 and the post office occupied 

the northern commercial space at one time. Today the southern 

commercial space is occupied by a pizza shop; the upper floors have 

been converted into apartments. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning, as well as the 

Economic Theme Period. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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