
SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-170 
ADDRESS: 17 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Wayne L. Ramsburg, 734/815, private 
BUILDING DATE: 1940s 

17 South Main Street is an east-facing, low, symmetrical, one-

story, one-bay, deep, freestanding, brick commercial structure 

resting on a concrete foundation. The facade is faced with 

structural clay tile. It is laid to form a stepped parapet that 

obscures the front gable, standing seam metal roof. The storefront 

consists of two glass showcases flanking a recessed doorway. A 

metal awning projects over the sidewalk. 

The building is set on original lot 12, then a vacant lot 

owned by Dan Fouts who had just purchased it from Christian Ragey, 

according to the 1814 plat of the town. The 1875 plat of the town 

indicates that the lot was owned by H. W. Lyday, but that this 

portion of the lot was vacant. The lot continues to be shown as 

vacant on the 1916 and 1923 Sanborns. According to the Smithsburg 

Historical Society, the building was constructed as a hardware 

store in the 1940s. Today it is occupied by Catoctin Cutlery. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Modern Development Period, and falls within the 

Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and 

Community Planning, and the Economic Theme. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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