
SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-171 
ADDRESS: 19-21 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Simon Clopper, 700/171, private 
BUILDING DATE: late-19th/early 20th century 

19-21 South Main Street is a west-facing, horizontally massed, 

asymmetrical, two-and-a-half-story, multiple-bay, frame, 

freestanding, residential structure built in the Queen Anne style. 

The focus of the building design is on the multitude of windows; 

the one-story, flat-roof, wrap-around eastlake porch; and the two-

and-a-half story octagonal projecting bay at the southern end of 

its front facade. Characteristic elements of the Queen Anne style 

found on this building include the porch, the variety of shingle 

shapes in the gable ends, the irregular footprint, and the pentoid 

windows in the dormers. The building rests on a stone foundation, 

while the porch rests on brick piers. The intersecting gable roof 

is covered with artificial shingles and has a dentilled cornice and 

open eaves. There are two entrances on the front facade. The 

principal one is in the crook of the building where the bay meets 

the main body of the structure. The entrance design is comprised 

of a glazed and panel door flanked by sidelights and surmounted by 

a glazed transom. Windows are single, rectangular (except the for 

the dormer windows which are pentoid), wooden sash, double-hung, 

one-over-one windows in wood frames. The main alteration to this 

building has been the enlargement of the first floor bay window 

that fronts South Main. 

The building is set on original lot 13, then a vacant lot 

owned by James Hammett who had just purchased it from George 

Eakley, according to the 1814 plat of the town. The 1875 plat of 

the town indicates that the lot was owned by the estate of G. 



LJ1A- 11/ --17 I 

Sigher, but that there was no building on the site of this one. 

The extant building does appear on both the 1916 and 1923 Sanborns 

as 144 Main. The 1923 Sanborn indicates that the house had been 

divided into 144A--a store in the south half of the building to 

which a one-story addition had been made--and 144B, which remained 

as a dwelling, in the northern portion of the structure. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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