
- SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-190 
ADDRESS: 20-22 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: William J. Wivell, 903/860, private 
BUILDING DATE: 1898 

20-22 South Main Street is a raised, east-facing, horizontally 

massed, symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story, five-bay, freestanding, 

frame residential structure resting on a brick foundation. The 

focus of the building is its open eastlake portico, and its steeply 

pitched front intersecting gable. The building, which is sited 

directly at the public right-of-way, has manufactured siding. The 

intersecting gable roof is covered with artificial roll, and has 

open eaves and gable returns. Fenestration consists of single, 

rectangular, wooden sash, double-hung, two-over-two windows. There 

is a paired, double-hung, one-over-one window in the front gable. 

The entrance is in the center bay and is protected by an open, 

eastlake portico. 

The building is set on original lot 3, a vacant lot that was 

owned by Benjamin Huntman, according to the 1814 plat of the town. 

A post office on the lot owned by S. Bustidol(sp?) appears on the 

site on the 1875 map. According to the Smithsburg Historical 

Society (SHS), the small building was a log structure that was 

demolished in 1898 for the construction of the extant building, 

which was built by the Barktels ( sp?). The extant building is noted 

on the 1916 Sanborn as 106 Main and had a barber shop in it and a 

kitchen in a separate outbuilding. The 1923 Sanborn notes a store 

in the basement. According to the SHS, a cobbler' s shop was housed 

in this structure in the 1920s and 1930s, and a barbershop occupied 

it in the 1930s and 1940s. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 



-
WA-IV-170 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture and Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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