SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-194

ADDRESS: 40 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD

OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Eugene D. Griffith, Sr., 876/945, private
BUILDING DATE: mid-19th century

40 South Main Street is an east-facing, horizontally massed,
symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story, four-bay, brick, freestanding,
residential structure resting on a stone foundation. From the
placement of the windows, it appears that the buildingAwas built in
two stages. The standing metal seam, side gable roof has two
interior endwall chimneys and open eaves. There is a hipped porch
roof that runs the length of the building and is supported by
battered, wood posts. There are two entrances to the building, one
in each of the sections, that have been remodeled with the addition
of modern Colonial Revival frames. The doors, themselves, have
four raised panels. The fenestration consists of single,
rectangular, wooden sash, double-hung, one-over-one windows. The
first-floor windows have wood lintels, while the second-floor ones
have jack arches. The house has a one-story rear addition (summer
kitchen?) with a massive, exterior, stone chimney.

The building is set on original 1lot 5, then owned by
Christopher Flory, according to the 1814 plat of the town. The
plat indicates a one-story, three-bay, center entrance, side gable
log house on the lot. The 1875 town map indicates that the
property was owned by A. Bachtle and also had a building on it,
although it is unclear whether this was the original log structure,
or the extant one. The 1916 and 1923 Sanborns indicate the extant
structure as a dwelling numbered 36. The 1916 Sanborn also
indicates that there had been a harness shop between this building

and 30-34 South Main. The shop is not noted on the 1875 map, but
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is noted as vacant on the 1923 Sanborn. It is no longer standing.
The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic
Organization, the probable Development Period of Industrial/Urban
Dominance, and falls within the Historic Period Theme of
Architecture, Landscape Architecture and Community Planning.

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991
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