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SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-205 
ADDRESS: 68 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Harold L. Boyer, 577/677, private 
BUILDING DATE: late 19th/early 20th century 

68 South Main Street is an east-facing, horizontally massed, 

symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story, three-bay, frame, freestanding, 

residential structure resting on a stone foundation. The focus of 

the building is on the two-story columned portico and the one-

story, octagonal bays on the front facade. The portico consists of 

paired, two-story Tuscan columns supporting a wide cornice. These 

columns are not original to the building, but were a later addition 

when what looks like a one-story wrap-around porch was partially 

enclosed, thereby creating the one-story octagonal bays. The roof 

of that porch serves as a balcony in the second-floor center bay, 

between the two pairs of columns. The side gable roof is sheathed 

with an artificial roll covering, and has one interior, endwall 

chimney and a pedimented, Colonial Revival dormer at the center of 

the east slope. The entrance is recessed between the bays ,and 

consists of a frame storm door and an interior door (obscured). 

There is a door on the second-floor leading onto the balcony. The 

fenestration consists of single, rectangular, wooden sash, double-

hung, one-over-one windows with shutters. Currently, there is no 

glass in the dormer window. The building has a porte cochere 

supported by Tuscan columns to its south, and a large two-story 

addition to the side and rear. 

The building is outside the 1814 platted town limits. It was 

part of a large parcel of land extending to Bishop Lane in 1875 

(town map). The house is noted without its addition or porte 

cochere on the 1916 Sanborn as 21 Mountain Road. The 1923 Sanborn 



shows the porte cochere, but only the south bay--the rest of the 

porch remains open. According to the Smithsburg Historical 

Society, the columns and porches were added by Walter Brenner in 

the 1920s [however, the front porch is indicated on the 1916 

Sanborn]. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture and Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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