
SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-208 
ADDRESS: 74 South Main Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Ralph J. Murray, 279/215, private 
BUILDING DATE: late 19th/early 20th century 

74 South Main Street is an east-facing, vertically massed, 

symmetrical, two-and-a-half-story, two-bay, frame, freestanding, 

residential structure resting on a stone foundation. The first 

floor of the building is covered with manufactured siding, while 

the upper floor is clad in wood shingles. The slate front gable 

roof has a tall, center, corbelled chimney, open eaves, gable 

returns, and a dormer in its north slope. There is a Colonial 

Revival palladian window in the gable end. A hipped roof porch 

extends across the facade of the building and is supported by 

Tuscan posts and pilasters. The entrance is located in the north 

bay and has a glazed transom. Windows are single, rectangular, 

wooden sash, double-hung, one-over-one set in wood frames with 

crown molding. 

The building is set outside the original 1814 platted town 

limits and on a large empty parcel in 1875 (town map). The 

building is noted on the 1916 and 1923 Sanborns as 17 Mountain 

Road. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Theme of Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture and Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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