
SITE NUMBER: WA-IV-217 
ADDRESS: 17 East Water Street, Smithsburg, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Wayne E. Putman, 867/221, private 
BUILDING DATE: post 1923 (mid-20th century) 

17 East Water Street is a south-facing, horizontally massed, 

symmetrical, one-and-a-half-story, two-bay, freestanding, 

residential structure resting on a concrete foundation. It is 

covered with manufactured siding. The standing seam metal, side 

gable roof slopes down to create a porch roof for the front facade 

and has a wide dormer window. The porch roof is supported by three 

battered posts. There are several large additions to the east side 

of the house. 

The building appears to be set on original lot 66, a vacant 

lot that was owned by James Myers, according to the 1814 plat of 

the town. A building owned by L.J. Bell appears on the site on the 

1875 town map, however, this is not the extant structure. The 1916 

and 1923 Sanborns note an empty lot at the location of the current 

building. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Modern Development Period, and falls within the 

Historic Period Theme of Architecture, Landscape Architecture and 

Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julie Mueller, April 1991 
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