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Wilson's Bridge (Conococheague Bridge, Creek Bridge) 

 

Architectural Survey File 

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-

chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National 

Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation 

such as photographs and maps. 

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site 

architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at 

the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft 

versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a 

thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research 

project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment. 

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust. 
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WA-V-001 
Wilson's Bridge 
Vicinity of Wilson 
public (restricted) 1819 

Wilson's Bridge, which is no longer open:_ to traffic, 
originally carried the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike, 
the National Pike, across the Conococheague Creek seven miles 
west of Hagerstown. The five-arched structure, the longest of 
the county's stone bridges, is 210 feet in length and is constructed 
of coursed local limestone. The bridge appears symmetrical with 
the largest of its five segmental arches being at the center of 
the structure. The arches are lined with carefully cut voussoirs 
and are supported by piers terminating with rounded projections. 

A tablet set in the north wall of the bridge indicates that 
the bridge was erected in 1819 by Silas Harry, who had built similar 
bridges in Pennsylvania. Wilson's Bridge remained open to traffic 
until June of 1972 when it was damaged by floods which occurred 
during tropical storm Agnes. 

Architecturally, this bridge is highly significant as an 
example of the type of bridges extensively used in Washington 
County. It is the oldest known stone bridge in the county and 
as the first, appears to have set a trend in stone bridge building 
which continued during the next thirty years. Until it was 
closed in 1972, this bridge accomodated traffic of a much greater 
volume than it was designed to carry. It is also important as an 
example of the engineering capabilities of early 19th century 
builders. Wilson's bridge is one of six historic stone bridges-
part of Maryland's state road system in Washington County, and 
one of 10 historic stone bridges throughout the entire state 
road network--identif ied by the Maryland Historical Trust for the 
Maryland Department of Transportation in a jointly conducted 
survey which took place during 1980-81. 
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1. Name 

historic Conococheague Bridge, The Creek Bridge 

and or common Wilson's Bridge (PREFERRED), Wilson Bridge 

2. Location 

street & number Old U. S. 40, over Conococheaque Creek __ not for publication 

city, town Wilson 

state Maryland code 

3. Classification 
Category 

- _district 
building(s) 

__._ structure 
__ site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_x_ public 
__ private 
__ both 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process 
__ being considered 

- __x_ vicinity of 

24 county 

Status 
__ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 
_x_ yes: restricted 
__ yes: unrestricted 
__ no 

4. Owner of Property 

congressional district 

Washington County 

Present Use 
__ agriculture 
-- ·commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
__ government 
__ industrial 
__ military 

name 
Board of County Commissioners of Washington County 

street & number 
Washington County Courthouse 

city, town 
Hagerstown __ vicinity of state 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Washington County Courthouse 

street & number West Washington Street 

city, town Hagerstown state 

_6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Sixth 

code 043 

__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 
__ scientific 
__ transportation 
..x_ other: Not in use 

Maryland 21740 

Maryland 21740 

le 
Washington County Historic 
Sites Surve has this property been determined elegible?. __ yes _!___ no 

date 1973-1978 __ federal ~ state local 

depository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis, state Maryland 21401 
~~~....:..;.....~~~~~------==""~~~~~~~-::-=:==========~~~~~~~~~~--=-~=--~ 
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Condition Check one - ~xcC'llcnt _K___ original site 

~ood 
__ fair 

_x_ deteriorated 
__ ruins 

Check one 
__ unaltered 

J;._ altered __ moved date ---------------
__ unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known} physical appearance 

Wilson Bridge which is no longer open to traffic, carried the Hagerstown and 
Conococheague Turnpike over the Conococheague Creek, 7 miles west of Hagerstown near 
the village of Wilson in Washington County. It is located on a section of highway which 
linked the National Road with Baltimore. The 5-arch span built in 1819 is the largest 
and oldest of the 25 stone bridges remaining in Washington County. It is 210 feet long 
and constructed of coursed local limestone. A date tablet in the north wall records the 
builder as Silas Harry. The bridge appears symmetrical with the largest of its 5 
segmental arches being at the center of the structure. The arches are lined with cut 
stone voussoirs and are supported by piers terminating with rounded projections. The 
bridge has received few alterations. Changes to the original structure include only 
some modern repainting, resurfacing of the 19th century road, and replacement of its 
original wooden coping with concrete. The bridge was bypassed by the present U. S. 
Route 40 when a newer span was built downstream circa 1935. Wilson's Bridge remained 
open to local traffic until June 1972, when it was damaged during hurricane Agnes. 
The bridge has experienced increased deterioration in recent years. 

~TNDARY JUSTIFICATION 

These boundaries were selected as the minimum land necessary to protect the bridge. 

\ 



Dcriod 
__ prehistoric 

-- 1400-1499 
_ 1500-15S9 
-- 160(}-1 699 
-- 170(}-1799 
x__ 1800-1899 
_ 190(}-

Specific dates 

'·?A- V-00) 

Arc<is of Significanc~Check <ind justify below 
____ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ Jaw -- science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
_x_ architecture __ education __ military -- social/ 
__ art _x__ engineering __ music humanitarian 
_x_ commerce __ exploration.'settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry __ politics 1government _x_ transportation 

__ invention __ other (specify) 

1819 Builder/Architect Silas Harry, builder 

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 
Applicable Criteria: A and C 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Wilson's Bridge is important for its architecture, its role in commerce and 
transportation and its contribution to knowledge of 19th century engineering. 
Architecturally the bridge is significant as the oldest and largest of 25 remaining stone 
arched spans in Washington County. Although it is not the only example of its type, it 
was the first and served as a pattern for other similar bridges in the area. While stone 
bridge construction was used elsewhere in the United States, there was a particular 
concentration of it in Western Maryland and Southern Pennsylvania. Built of limestone, 
the bridge is enhanced by the fact that the original builder's contract with construction 
and payment specifications is recorded among the County Land Records. Thus, the original 

.-._appearance of the bridge is known. The bridge played an important role in commerce and 
··ransportation by aiding travel along the highway linking the famous National Pike with 
jaltimore. Also, it reflects the level of engineering skill at the time it was built. 
Having carried vehicles for more than 150 years and the heavy traffic of a major road 
for well over a century, Wilson's Bridge remains as a monument to the engineering 
capabilities of Silas Harry, bridge builder. 

\ 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT 

An agreement recorded in Liber CC, Folio 394, among the Washington County Land 
Records, was made on December 31, 1817, between the President and Managers of the 
Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Company and Silas Harry, David Fullerton and Joseph 
Culbertson of Franklin County, Pennsylvania for the construction of a bridge across the 
Conococheague Creek. According to the document, " ••• the said Silas Harry for the 
consideration hereafter mentioned, hath agreed to build and complete in a workman like 
manner, a stone bridge over the Conococheague Creek on the Hagerstown Turnpike Road 
near Witmer's Mill, of the width of twenty-four feet from out to out to consist of five 
arches of a size sufficient to answer the creek; and with sufficient wing and curtain 
walls - the curtain walls to be two feet thick above the bed of the road - the distance 
between the abutments to be two hundred and ten feet - the bridge walls to be covered 
over the good pine boards or shingles and to be painted in a complete manner with two 
coats of Spanish brown. Said Harry agrees to fill between the arches ready for 
turnpiking and to turnpike the road across the bridge in a workmanlike manner." The 
Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Company agreed to pay Silas Harry $9,100.00 for 
the work which has to have been completed on or before December 1, 1818. On June 18, 

.....,..lfi.819, Maryland Governor Charles Goldsborough commissioned Henry Shafer, William Gabby and 
~homas Heller to examine the new bridge and report their findings. The examiners found 

the bridge to be adequate as recorded in Liber EE, Folio 343 of the Washington County 

SEE CONTINUATION SHEET U 1 
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Wilson's Bridge 
Washington County, Maryland 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (Continued) 

Land Records. The Governor then licensed the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike 
Company to erect toll gates at the bridge. Printed in the January 7, 1818 issue of the 
Maryland Herald and Hagerstown Weekly Advertiser, is a statement signed by 11 a 
stockholder" of the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Company, "The bridge is to 
be built of stone by Mr. Silas Harry of Chambersburg, who has built many bridges of the 
kind in Pennsylvania and has given general satisfaction. There is no doubt that the 
bridge will be built in a style of workmanship not inferior to any on this continent. 
Thus we shall have a turnpike road of seven miles and a stone bridge completed in two 
years, and the people from the westward will be enabled to travel to Baltimore on a 
good turnpike road by way of Harman's Gap, in a shorter distance than any route near 
the Potomac." 

MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

Sword, Gerald T., Unpublished report on Wilson's Bridge, January, 1972. 
Includes extensive bibliography 

Washington County Land Records. 

Maryland Historical Trust Historic Sites Survey: Washington County (WA-V-001). 
Paula Stone Reed, surveyor, 1981, Annapolis, Maryland. 

Mish, Mary Vernon and David T. Cottingham. Bridges: Our Legacy in Stone. 
n.p.: published for the Washington County Museum of Fine Arts, 1965. 
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1 o. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ..le.ss than one a~ 
Quadrangle name Mason-Dixon Quadrangle 

UMT References 
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Quadrangle scale 1: 24000 

I I I I I f I I I I 
Easting Northing 

I I I I 
I I I I 
I I I I 

The nominated property includes only the land on -which the bridge, its piers, and 
abutments resi.. See boundary j.us.tification under 117 description. 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state N/A code county code 

-··e· code county code 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

l •. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paula Stoner Reed, Architectural Historian 

organization Preservation Associates date March 1981 

street & number 109 West Main Street, Box 202 telephone 301-432-5466 

city or town Sharpsburg, state Maryland 21782 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state ~ local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for Inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER date 

For HCRS UH only 1- I hereby certify that this property Is Included In the National Register 

I~ .. -I . - - - date 

j Keeper of the National Register 

f Attest: . • - . 

. Chhrf of ReglatraUon 
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Form No. 10..300 (Rav. 10..741 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF IDSTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM 

vvA- v- uc 1 

FOR NPS USE ONLY 

RECEIVEO 

DA TE ENTERED 

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NATIONAL REGISTER FORMS 
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS 

HISTORIC 
Wilson's Bridge 

AND/OR COMMON 

Conococheague Bridge, Th_e Creek Bridge 

fJLOCATION 
STREET & NUMBER 

Conocheague Creek and old U.S. 40 
CITY. TOWN 

Wilson (7 mi. West of Hagersto.HD11c1N1TYOF 
!HATE CODE 
Maryland 

DcLASSIFICATION 

OWNERSHIP 
!_PUB UC 

_PRIVATE 

STATUS 

_NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT 

-~OU~TY Washington 
CODE 

PRESENT USE 

-AGRICULTURE _MUSEUM 

_COMMERCIAL _PARK 

CATEGORY 

_DISTRICT • 

_BUILDING(S) 

~STRUCTURE 
_SITE 

_BOTH 

. _OCCUPIED 

_UNOCCUPIED 

_WORK IN PROGRESl> _EDUCATIONAL _PRIVATE RESIDENCE 

_OBJECT 

PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
_IN PROCESS 

_BEING CONSIDERED 

DOWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME 

ACCESSIBLE 
x._YES: RESTRICTED 

_YES: UNRESTRICTED 

_NQ 

Boar-0 0£ County Commissioners of Washington County 
STREET & NUMBER 

Washington.C:Onnty,Court House 
CITY.TOWN 

Hagerstown _ v1c1N1TY oF 

llLOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 
REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Washington County Court House 
STREET & NUMBER 

West Washington Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Hagerstown 

l!IREPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 
TITLE 

DATE 

_ENTERTAINMENT 

_GOVERNMENT 

_INDUSTRl•L 

__Ml UT ARY 

STATE 

Maryland 

STATE 

Maryland 

_FEDERAL -STATE _COUNTY -1.0CAL 

DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS 

CITY. TOWN STATE 

_RELIGIOUS 

_SCIENTIFIC 

_TRANSPORTATION 

XoTHER: ~ot in use 



B DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

_ GOOD 

X_fAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 

_RUINS 

_UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X_uNALTERED 

_ALTERED 

CHECK ONE 

XoR1GINALS1TE 

wA-v-o 01 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Wilson's Bridge, which is no longer open to traffic, carried the Hagerstown and 
Conococheague Turnpike, the National Pike, across the Conococheague Creek seven miles 
west of Hagerstown near the village of Wilson in Washington County, Maryland. 

The five-arched span, the longest of the County's stone bridg~ is 210 feet in 
length and is constructed of coursed localY.mestone. A tablet set in the north wall 
of the bridge indicates that the bridge was built in 1819 by Silas Harry. The bridge 
appears synnnetrical with the largest of its five segmental arches being at the center 
of the structure. The arches are lined with carefully cut voussoirs and are supported 
by piers terminating. with rounded projections. An agreement recorded in Liber CC, 
Folio 394, among the Washington County Land Records, was made on Dec. 31, 1817between 
the President and Managers of the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Company and 
Silas Harry, David Fullerton and Joseph Culbertson of Franklin County, Pennsylvania for 
the construction of a bridge across the Conococheague Creek. According to the document, 
" ••• the said Silas Harry for the consideration hereafter mentioned, hath agreed to build 
and complete in a workman like manner, a stone bridge over the Conococheague Creek on the 
Hagerstown Turnpike Road near Witmer's Mill, of the width of twenty-four feet from out 
to out to consist of five arches of a size sufficient to answer the cree,,k; and with suffi
cient wing and curtain walls -- the curtain walls to be two feet thick above the bed of 
the road -- the distance between the abutments to be two hundred and ten feet -- the 
bridge walls to be covered over the good pine boards or shingles and to be painted in a 
complete manner with two coats of Spanish brown. Said Harry agrees to fill between the 
arches ready for. turnpiking and to turnpike the road across the bridge in a workmanlike 
manner." The Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Company agreed to pay Silas Harry 
$9,100.00 for the work which has to have been completed on or before December 1, 1818. 
On June 18, 1819, Maryland Governor Charles Goldsborough commissioned Henry Shafer, 
William Gabby and Thomas Heller to examine the new bridge and report their findings. 
The examiners found the bridge to be adequate as recorded in Liber EE, Folio 343 of 
Washington County Land Records. The Governor then licensed the Hagerstown and Conoco~ . 
cheague Turnpike Company to erect toll gates at the bridge. 

Wilson's Bridge appears to have received few alterations. Changes to the original 
structure include some modern repainting, the resurfacing of the original road and 
the replacement of its wooden coping with concrete ledges. 

The bridge was bypassed by U.S. Route 40, when a triple arched bridge of reinforced 
concrete was constructed just downstream, ca. 1935. Wilson's Bridge remained open to 
local traffic until June of 1972 when it was damaged by floods which occureed during 
tropical storm Agnes. The structure was closed to vehicular traffic because the three 
center arches were split along a line parallel to the centerline of the bridge. Although 
the damage has not been repaired, the bridge appears to be in fair condition. 



Ill SIGNIFICANCE 

,-PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 

REHISTORIC 

_1400-1499 

_1500-1599 

_1600-1699 

_1700-1799 

x 1800-1899 

_1900-

__ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC 

--ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC 

__AGRICULTURE 

~--.J.RCHITECTURE 
--ART 

X_COMMERCE 

_COMMUNICATIONS 

SPECIFIC DATES 1819 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

_COMMUNITY PLANNING _LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

_CONSERVATION _LAW 

_ECONOMICS _LITERATURE 

_EDUCATION _MILITARY 

X ENGINEERING _MUSIC 

_EXPLORATION/SETILEMENT _PHILOSOPHY 

_INDUSTRY _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT 

_INVENTION 

BUILDER/ ARCHITECT Silas Harry 

_RELIGION 

_SCIENCE 

_SCULPTURE 

_SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN 

_THEATER 

Jl.TRAN5PORTATION 

_OTHER (SPECIFY) 

.. Y:i.lson' s Bridge is significant for its contribution to commerce and transportation both 
locally and nationalfy, and as an example of the engineering skills of its builder. 

Architecturally, the Wilson Bridge is an example of nearly thirty stone arched bridges 
and culverts in Washington County. Built in 1819, it is the oldest known bridge in the 
~aunty. As the first of the County's stone bridges, it appears to have set a trend in 
stone bridge building which continued during the next thirty years. Indeed, stone was 
used extensively as a building material during the late 18th and the first half of the 19th 
century in the Cumberland Valley. It appears that the use of stone bridges was well known 
in Southern Pennsylvania. 

Wilson's Bridge is also significant for its contribution to commerce and transportation 
at the local and national levels. In addition to facilitating the movement of local 
traffic along the turnpike, the construction of this bridge at a time when westward expan
sion in the United States was accelerating, the bridge played an important role in aiding 
travel along the famous National Pike as well as serving to promote trade and commerce 
between newly opened lands in the West and the established East Coast trade centers. This 
bridge, along with the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike with which it was constructed 
served to link the "Bank Road" fran the Conococheague Creek to Cumberland to the then par
tially completed turnpike from Baltimore to Hagerstown. By the mid 1820's, a completed 
turnpike road becoming the National Pike lead through Washington County allowing comfort
able travel frcm Baltimore to Cumberland. 

Wilson's Bridge is also significant a_s an example of the engineering skills of its build
er Silas Harry. Built in 1819, the bridge was the first stone arched span known to have 
been built in Washington County and appears to have served as a pattern for some thirty 
bridges which followed within the next three decades. Having stood since 1819, carrying 
heavy daily traffic until it was closed in 1972, the bridge remains as a monument to the 
engineering capabilities of Silas Harry. Printed in the January 7, 1818 issue of the 
Maryland Herald and Hagerstown Weekly Advertiser, is a statement signed by "a stockholder" 
of the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Company, "The bridge is to be built of stone 
by Mr. Silas Harry of Chambersburg, who has built many bridges of thekind in Pennsylvania 
and has given general satisfaction. There is no doubt that the bridge will be built in 
a style of workmanship not inferior to any on this continent. Thus we shall have a turn
pike road of seven miles and a stone bridge completed in two years, and the people from 
the westward will be enabled to travel to Baltimore on a good turnpike road by way of 
Harman's Gap, in a shorter distance than any route near the Potomac."l 

~Gerald I. Sword, Report on Wilson's Bridge, January, 1972, as quoted from The Maryland 
and Weekly Advertiser, January 8, 1818. 

J 



IJMAjOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES lJ'A.-V-oo; 
Sword, Gerald T., unpublished report on Wilson's Bridge, January, 1972, includes 

extensive bibliography. 
Washington County Land Records. 
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE CODE COUNTY 

STATE CODE COUNTY 

mFORM PREPARED BY 
NAME/TITLE 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historical Sites Survey 
STREET & NUMBER 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN 

Hagerstown 

CODE 

CODE 

May, 1975 
DATE 

TELEPHONE 
= ~ -..:d30l)_ 731-0110 Ext. 237 

STATE 

- . - : ~Maryland- : : c · 

[BSTATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER CERTIFICATION 
THE EVALUATED SIGNIFICANCE OF THIS PROPERTY WITHIN THE STATE IS: 

NATIONAL_ STATE __ LOCAL __ 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation A1.:t of 1966 (Public Law 89-665). I 

hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 

criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 
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TITLE DATE 
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MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST WORKSHEET 

NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Wilson's Bridge 
AND/QR HISTORIC: 

The Creek Bridge, Conococheague Brid e 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

7 miles west of Ha erstown 200 feet north of U.S. 40 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Spanning the Conocochea e 
STATE 

Maryland 
l~ CLASStFICATtON 

CATEGORY 

(Check One) 

D District ~ Bui I ding 

D Site D Structure 

rs Public 

0 Private 

Wilson's 
COUNTY: 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: D 
D In Process D 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

AC.C ESSI BL E 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

~ Restricted 

D Object D Both O Being Considered D Preservation work D Unrestricted 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agr i cu lturo I 0 Government 0 
0 Commercial 0 Industrial 0 
D Educational 0 Military 0 
0 Entertainment 0 Museum 0 

·•••• QWNEf(OF PROPERTY . 
OWNER'S NAME: 

Pork 

Private Residence 

Religious 

Scientific 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

Board of County Commissioners of Washington County 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
-,-1...!~-]x-·~m~g;; .Pf'·· ;t.~~:A~["t>gsC-iuP rtoN 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washington County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

West Washington Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
itle Reference of Curren 

~f J'ts.ff~~ii\tt\t~!'l~J~ i~tstJNQ ~l1RYEYS 
TITL-E OF SURVEY: 

Maryland Historical Trust Survey 
DATE OF SURVEY: January' 1 72 0 Federal 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: 
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STATE: 

0 No 
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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good ~ Fair 

(Check One) 

~ Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 
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0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved Oil Original Site 

(See attached description by Gerald T. Sword.) 
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1819 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal D Education 

D Prehistoric ~ Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

D Agriculture 0 lnventi on 

~ Architecture 0 Landscape 

D Art Archi lecture 

!Kl Commerce 0 Literoture 

D Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
B 
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0 18th Century 

181 19th Century 
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losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

(See attached statement by Gerald T. Sword.) 
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0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

Since Gerald T. Sword's report on Wilson's Bridge for the 
Maryland Historical Trust was completed in January of 1972, 
the bridge was severely damaged by floods which occurred 
during tropical storm Agnes in June, 1972. The structure 
has been closed to vehicular traffic because the three center 
arches were split along a line parallel to the centerline of 
the bridge. Although there has been some talk of turning 
the bridge into a park area, the damage has not been repaired 
and the bridge is threatened with further deterioration. 
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No. 7: DESCRIPTION: 
WA-V--OO/ 

This bridge, now owned by the Washington County Commissioners, is in 

sound condition, still used by unrestricted local traffic and is vir-

tually unchanged fro~ its original appearance. The only changes being 

the substitution of concrete for thP. original painted wood work which 

topped the stone bridge walls. The other change being the covering of 
• 

the original turnpiking with present day black asphalt. In addition 

to these changes only tuck-pointing of the stone work has been re-

quired. 

The native limestone bridge which spans the Conococheague Creek at 

Wilson's seven (7) miles West of Hagerstown, Washington County, 

Maryland, was constructed between December 31, 1817 and June 20, 

1819. The marble builder's stone placed in the No~th parapet at the 

center of the bridge fronting the roadway identifys the builder as 

Silas Harry and the construction date as 1Jl9. 

On December 31, 1817, the manag2rs of the 'lagers-Town and Conococheague 

Turnpike Road Company, the company which financed the bridge, entered 

into an Agree~ent Contract with Silas Harry, the bridge builder. The 

contract stated in part as follows: "that the said Silas Harry for 

the consideration hereafter mentioned, hath agreed to build and 

complete in a workman like manner, a stone bridge over the Conococheague 

Creek~ on the Hagers-Town t~rnpike road near Witmers Mill, of the width 

of twenty-four feet· from out to out, to consist of five arches of a 

size sufficient to answer the Creek (r1one of the arches exceeded 

forty (40) feet); and with sufficient wing and curtain walls - the 

curtain walls to be two feet thick above the bed of the road the 

distance br.twr_?en the~tlutrn~nts to be tt:!D hundred anc'. ten fP.!..!t - the 

I 
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bridge walls to he covered over with good pine boards or shingles, and 

to be painted in a complete m2n~er tuith two coats of Spanish brown -

The said Harry agrees to fill between the arches ready for turnpiking, 

and to turnpike the road across the bridge in a workman like manner II 

Between June 18 ard June 20, 1819, thre~ commissioners appointed by the 

State Governor in3oected the work and reoorted it ''completed and executed 

in a masterly ard ~orkman like manner". The governor on the 28th day of 

July 1819, licensed the Hagers~Town and Conococheague Turnpike Road 

Company to erect "gates" and "to collect the tolls and duties granted 

by law". 

The 3.1 acres of land included within this nominated site are privately 

owned except for the Bridge and the 50' road right of way which is held 

by the County Commissioners of Washington County. Private land owners 

are: Conococheague Amuserne~t Park, Inc., approximately 1.25 acres on 

the North side, legal description 364/18?, location: Clerk of the CoJrt, 

Washington County Court House, Hagerstolun, Maryland, and William H. 

Chaney, apprQximately 1.25 acres on the South side, legal descriptior 

229/309, location: Clerk of the Court, Washington County Court House, 

Hagerstown, Maryland. 

SIG~JIFICMJCE: 

The national significance of this bridge is that it provided the-

tonnecting link betwBen the "Bank Road'' portion of the National Road 

(US Route 40) and the roads which led to the eas~ern seaport cities of 

Baltimore, M2ryland, Washington, D.C. and Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 

The bridge is 8 fine almost unaltered example of the art of bridge 

building at th8 time when the westward expansion of the United States 

LiloS re::-ir:hing unprP.r:£?de:1ted heir:Jhts. The constructirn of thi.-, bridge 

over thr ~omGtimrr; turbulPnt Conocorh2Rqur. Crrr.~ f2cilitated the flow 

of pmir]r~ticlll nnc1 r:nmrnprrr b:ot 11JPPn thr. r:iid-At1r.ntir: ::oilst r.i.tier; and 



relocatPd approxi~ately t~o hundred (200) feet dwon stream from the 

subject bridg~. The brid~e is still i~ ~ound condition and is used 

daily by unrEstricted loc2l traffic. The Wilson bridge was the first 

stone bridge to be built in Washington County, M~ryland, and served as 

an ex2~ple for the thirty (30) or more ~tone bridges of various sizes 

which suse~uently app22red throuQhout thP county. It is the longest 

stone bridge and also the western most such bridge in Washington 

County. Of the two (2) stone bridges which carried the National Road 

(US Route 40) across the creeks of Washington Cou~ty, the Wilson bridge 

survives as least altered. The other bridge which spans the Antietam 

at Funkstown has been greatly altered by the addition of contiguous 

concrete arches. 

Soon after the orga~ization of the Hagers-Town and Conococheague Turnpike 

Road Compary, ad,1ertising appe2red in the area papers requesting bids 

for construction of the turnpike road a~d for erecting the bridge 

across the nearly two hu~dred (200) feet ·~Jide Conococheague Creek 

seven (7) miles '.0est of the "mark2t .snace 11 in Hagerstown. The MARVLA ·~D 

HERALD A~D HAGERSTOWN WEEKLY ADVERTISER carried the advertisement be

ginning in November 1817 and concluding in December of the same year. 

The advertisement, authoriLed by the company managers, simply stated, 

"will receive proposals for building a stone bridge over the Conoco

cheague Creek, to be erected by the Hagers-Town and Conococheague 

Turnpike Co~pany, near Witmers Mill, width of Creek about 200 feet. 

I will also receive proposals for building the stone piers and abut~ 

ments for a wooden br~dge over the same place. The proposals to include 

the 1.11ho1e exf)en::e of cuarryino ard h;rnling the stone, finding lime, 

scaffo) d !Jn~es and ~'1rry other rri2trrial for fini::hing the m3son timrk ••• 

••• prcir;n.-:::iJ.s for the nbD\:e must br ieft L'ith th" Prosidr.nt of the 



Company on or befcre the 25th day of December next. I will also 

receive proposals for making the turnpike road from the market space 

in Hagers-Town to the Conococheague Creek, a distance of seven miles 

--either for the whole, or in sections of one cuarter, one half, or 

one mi 1 e." The January 7, 1818, issue of the same newspaper contained 

two articles of interest concerning the subject bridge. The company's 

treasurer had authorized the following: "The President ahd Managers of 

the Hagerstown and Conococheague Turnpike Co~pany having entered into 

contracts for tur~piking the whole road and for building a stone bridge 

over Conococheague Creek: The stockholders who have not yet paid up 

the first installment, are reQuested to make payment, as money must be 

had immediately. Those who neglect this notice must not be surprised 

if they find legal measures resorted to in a short time. 11 The second 

item is signed "A Stockholder", and states, "The bridge is to be built 

of stone, by Mr. Silas Harry of Chambersburg, who has built many brid~es 

of the kind in Pennsylvania, and has given general satisfaction. There 

is .no doubt that the bridge will be built in a style of workmanship nrt 

inferior to any on this continent. Thus, we shall have a turnpike ro~d 

of seven miles,·and a stone bridge completed, in two years, and the 

people from the westward will be enabled to travel to Baltimore on a 

good turnpike road by way of Harman's Gap, in a shor~er distance than 

any r.oute near the Potomac." 

The manag~rs of the turnpike company had entered int8 an agreempnt with 

Silas Harry on December 31, 1817, to build the biidgs for $9,100. The 

bridge was to be twenty-four foet in width, the curt:iin walls to be two 

feE!t thick above the road bed, thp abutments to be t·.:o hundred and ten 

feet apart and the bridge to have five arches of suf icient size to 

"ansti1Pr tho Creek". The co:-itrm:t continued that the p2rapets 1..tmre to 
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be covered with good pine boards or shingles, and to be painted with 

two coats of Spanish Brown and that Harry would fill between the arches 

and to turnpike the road across the bridge. Silas Harry also had "to 

warrant and defend the same from accidents by freshets or otherwise for 

the term of five years'', from the time it was "accepted and received 

from his hands by the Board of Managers." 

On June 18, 1819, Governor Charles Goldsborough, of Maryland, commissioned 

Henry Shafer, William Gabby and Thomas Heller to "examine and report in 

writing to the Governor of Maryland whether the Hagerstown and Conoco

cheague Turnpike Road-is completed and executed in a masterly and work

man li~e manrier agreeable to the provisions of the several Acts of 

Assembly thereto relating". The written report was returned on June 20, 

1819, stating that the commissioners "had viewed and examined the said 

raods and that the SP.me is completed and executed in arrssterly and work

man like manncT agre~ably to the provisions of said laws". Based on 

this reoort the governor then issued a license to the President and 

managers of the company to "erect and fix such and so fT'any gates" to 

"collect the to~ls and duties granted by law to to the said company 

from all persons traveling on the same with horses, cattle, waggons, 

carts and carriages". The license was granted on July 18, 1819. 

For the next ninety-two (92) years the turnpike company operated 

their system. In 1910/1911 the Maryland State Roads Commission (now 

Maryland State Highway Administration) acouired the company's holdings 

for $23,090.04 plus $766.90 for Administrative, Legul and Engineering 

fees. Al though a considerable sum of monP.y ti.1as spent by the State . 

Roads Commission to rP.:ourface thP. newly acquired system no money was 

then spent for mRintennnce nn thP sciid br5dqe. Ry 1937, the Wilson 

bridqP. had beP.n rt>nlcir·pd by n thrr•e hundrrid rind se1J!'nty (370) font, 
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triple span, open spandrel, reinforced concrete arch bridge two hundred 

(200) feet dwon stream at the cost of approximately $100,000. The State 

Roads Commission's report published in Baltimore, Maryland, on March 4, 

1937, stated that the new bridge "relegates to the past the old bridge 

which had a very dangerous approach from the west, and the doing away 

with such an approach is certainly building safety into the highway". 

The old stone bridge was shortly thereafter made the responisbility of 

the Washington County Commissioners and integrated into the county roads 

system. Now under county ownership the bridge still is in sound con-

dition and is used daily by unrestricted traffic. 
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W~ -V-001 
United States Depart1ncnt of the Interior 

0725-ID.ER 

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 2Q240 

Hr. r..arry A. Teach, ILt!.ir.istrator 
rcarc of County Coa;~ssion~rs 
Court Bouse /.nr;fl.X 

Eac:,~rst~n, Haryland 21740 

Dear Hr. '!each: 

January 31, 1983 

RECEIVED 
~B ·1 1983 

lHARYlttND H1S1 
TRUST ORICAt 

we are extra~ly pleas~ to accept th~ two shf:ets of cra"·lr.£s of the Cld National 
~ac: \;Uscn EricJse (1819) over ConococLeague Creek in 1.-ashington County. It is 
a not~able structure that ces~rves th~ conc€rn ane interest of the cltizens of 
\:ashi.ngton County. 'lhou<;h it is regretable t.hat the bricc;;e b<is to be eanolishee, 
thP.re is s~ c1X;fort in .._nO\.inq that t. p:.rr:~r.ent re--cord cf its i:!>:isten~ will be 
aw:.ilable for r.osttrlty in tl.e Ei~toric 1.rrfrican I:ngin!:erlng FEeerc (fi1..U{) 
coll~ticn at tlje Library of Ccnsress. 

'!'h~ f:roj'2C't to recorc talson f.rk'-<je by Washlric.;tcn Ccunty and the fJOntgor.ery c. 
f·!£i9s Cr ic.;inal Oiai;;t~r of the r.octety for Ineustrial Ardi~loc;y (SIA) E:X€r.f-lifies 
the volunt~risc of concc.rnee citiZF;flS during these tir'P-s of econcmic ac\ersity 
\,;hen f eeeral ac;encies car.not resrcnd to every request for its Sf.rvices. HJD can 
~rovic'le stancares, sulcielines and lu1ited cooperative assistMlee to those in the 
i:-rivate sc-ctor _.ho are willinq to asSUJ:Je f-titrary re.sr-onsibility. nr. Glenn rull 
cf ~:cur En~in€i:;rin9 tepartir;ent, l'OUt local historical society, and the chapter 
r.:abers of the SIA acc:tess~ t..'le neec:s of a threatened historic structure. In 
that the c3cawinc;s Cicnat~ ~(r,,lrably t:~E":t the stancorC:s of th~ Historic JL<~rican 
n~inee:ring Recore, the cor.c.::rts or volur:tari~, anc1 cccp~ratlcn b~h.-een local, 
.Stat"? an<l fee6=ral 'iC\'ernr.&;r:ts S1:'€ak for th~selves. 

':'l1f; s.taf f of the Lis tor i.c /rF.:r ican mg ir£€:t we;; fiC;C<;tc en:joyetl '••Ork in<J ~ ith the 
r~.te of \:ashin<.;tor. Cour.tI tine gre:tefull)" ac:coei;.t thls C:-cr.ation of crawir.9s. 

Sinc~r~ly j"OUrs, 

.Roher//. Kapsch 
Rot~rt J. F~r,sch 
Chi'?f 1 ri.storic /.J:l'..rt.cc.r: rut. lC:t.n<;s St:rveJ/ 

E l.stcr ic 1-ri'~t i.can Er.s ln~:"Ct h~g ~~con~ 
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cc: Hr. Glenn L. Dull, PE 
County Engineer 
County Office Bllilding 
33 Kest \\Qshington Street 
Hagerstown, tm 21740 

Mr. Sa~ Hoo~r, President 
ttontc;ooery c. l~eic.;s Or isinal Cho.pter 
~iety fer Ineustrial Archeology 
1229 sunr.~rfielc Drive 
llerrJC3on, VA 

. Ms. £€tty Jane WW 1 Director 
Washington County 'Iourlsm 
Court House ~r,nex 
Ha~erst~, MD 21740 

M'C'. Killiat:'i Et;muna Barrett 
Eo>: llll 
Centreville, VA 22020 

r~r. Hark EC\.o.rcs 
D=f~ty State Eistcric Preservation 

Cfficer 
21 State Circle 
1nnarolis, HD 21401 

H'C's. Mele IY.:mnelly 
SUnshine Hill 
Hancock, lID 21750 

Hr. Davie Sha}t 
Division of Mechanical & Civil 

Eng in.eer ing 
National nusemt of J..merican History 
Smithsonian Institution 
Washington, D.C. 20560 
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