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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This building is located 1/4 mile west of Rockdale Road and
approximately 3/4 mile north of U.S. 40 in Washington County,
Maryland. It faces south and is situated directly over a small
stream which emerges from a nearby spring. It is part of a com-
plex of farm buildings which includes a large brick dwelling,
ruins of a stone end barn and several outbuildings.

The structure contains two bays and is built of coursed local
limestone. It is 1-1/2 stories in height and shows evidence of
having had an internally-placed chimmey in its east gable. Openings
consist of a door and window located at the south front and one
window on the north side of the house.

The board and batten door is relatively wide. It is framed
very simply with boarding at the jambs and lintel and a limestone
sill. The window opening is treated similarly but does have a
board sill. The framing is joined by nails. There is no decora-
tive stone work associated with these openings.

The roof is covered with corrugated metal and there is no
cornice or finishing molding at the eaves.

The interior of the structure contains one room. Below the
main floor is a vaulted brick chamber through which flows the
small stream.

This structure originally could have been used as a dwelling or
as a service building. There is no substantiated date for it and
it does not appear to have been documented in any existing records.
The use of coursed limestone for the walls involves a process where
time must be taken to shape the stones. Such a lengthy method
would not have been used in frontier days. The use .of nails rather
than pegs at the windows and door would also suggest a somewhat
later date than might otherwise be expected. The structure pro-
bably dates from the first quarter of the 19th century.

The building is unaltered and is in fair condition. The large
brick dwelling house on the property is considered in form
WA V-004.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this small stone cabin is its
architecture. Whether it was used as a dwelling or as a service
building, the structure is an.example of a primitive type of
building. Small stone structures like this one may have been
used as dwellings at an early date. Similar buildings of stome
were common as dwellings in the north of Ireland and the idea
for such structures may have been transported to Maryland by
Scotch-Irish settlers. Although a number of settlers in
Washington County were Scotch-Irish, the stone cabin was pro-
bably not a major building type in early settlement days. The
log cabin is more frequently found today and was probably used
more often in frontier times.

Some stone cabins do survive today. Most are now used as out-
buildings and often as spring houses because many such struc-
tures were erected directly over the water source. They may
be distinguished from buildings constructed specifically as
spring houses by the presence of a fireplace and windows.

The intended original use and the date of this structure
cannot at this time be determined.
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