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This dwelling house is located about 1/2-mile south of Maryland 
Route 56 and about 1 mile east of Big Spring in Washington County, 
Maryland. The house is situated near a spring with its front eleva
tion facing east. 

It is a one-and-a-half story, three-bay house built from uncoursed 
rubble limestone. The house has been altered greatly on several occa
sions. Most recently its entire interior has been reconstructed. 
These renovations, made during the present ownership, involved changes 
of the floor plan as well as structural alterations. On the exterior, 
the most recent changes apparent are the addition of gabled dormers 
to heighten interior window area in the upper story and the addition 
of a neoclassically fn'.spired front porch supported by fluted doric 
columns. A brick section which includes the entrance and the north 
end bay of the facade is also a recent addition, as are the two small, 
brick, internally-placed chimneys at the gables. 

Before these recent changes were made, the house was extensively 
altered in other ways. A very definite vertical seam is evident in 
the stone work at the south gable end of the house. The seam.marks the 
original corner of the house. Parts of the original front or east wall 
of the house are still present in the interior. At some time, probably 
in the mid-19th century, the house was widened from the seam in the 
south gable wall to the present southeast corner and along the front 
of the house to the present entrance and beginning of the brick section. 
Until the recent alterations, the entrance remained in the original 
east wall of the house. The added section consists of uncoursed 
rubble stone with less uniformity of size than is found in the original 
house. 

The original house was apparently quite small with no more than 
two rooms on the main floor. Thus it is easy to understand why the 
house was enlarged, although the particular plan of alteration is 
somewhat unusual. More often houses were enlarged with the addition 
of wings or ells on an axis with or perpendicular to the main structure. 

Since the alterations to this house have been so extensive, it is 
difficult to arrive at an estimate of age. The small size of the ori
ginal house and the original windows and the apparent simplicity of 
design, suggest an early date, possibly between 1790 and 1815. This 
date, however, cannot be substantiated without further research, which 
is not recommended at this-time because of the altered condition of 
the house. 
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Although this house has received several extensive alterations 
during its period of use, its area of significance can still be 
considered as its architecture. Its numerous renovations do limit 
the ;l.mportance of this house as a representation of early stone 
vernacular architecture of Washington County. However, the house 
is an example of a type of dwelling frequently found in the County 
and thus should be noted. 

Small two- or three-bay stone houses one-and-a-half or·two stories 
in height which date from the late 18th or early 19th centuries do 
occur in Washington County with considerable frequency. Occasionally 
these houses are located on properties where they served as secon
dary buildings such as tenant houses or slave quarters. In other 
situations these structures appear to be main dwelling units for 
particular parcels of land. In these instances, it is likely 
that the small stone houses date from an earlier time than larger, 
more ostentatious houses of either stone or brick. The small size 
and simplified, rather primitive appearance of these dwellings can 
explain their use either as secondary housing structures in which 
earlier, more primitive building methods persisted and where there 
was less concern for larger size and decorative detail, or as main 
dwelling units built at an early date when building techniques 
were necessarily more primitive. . .. 

This ho.use is not now and doe_s. 11ot appear av.er to have ]:>~en 
part of a larger dwelling complex and so was probably the ·m:ain 
dwelling on the property. It possibly dates from an earlier. _time 
than many of the larger houses in the area. The house is located 
on a property containing 133 acres used for agricultural purposes 
and is in no immediate danger of destruction. 
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