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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Dennis Farm 
ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

South of U.S. 40 1/4 mile east of St. Paul's Church Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

2-1/2 miles east 
STATE 

Mar land 
3. CLASSfFICA ilON 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

0 District ~ Building 

0 Site 0 Structure 

OWNERSHIP 

Public Acquisition: 

0 In Process 
~ 
D 

STATUS 

Occupied 

Unoccupied 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

l ~ Restricted 

0 Ohject 

0 Public 

IX! Private 

0 Both 0 Being Considered 0 Preservation work D Unrestricted 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Agricultural 

0 Commercial 

0 Educational 

0 Entertainment 

WNER'S NAME: 

0 
D 
0 
0 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

Mrs. Hazel M. Dennis 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Route 3 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Clear Spring 
""':$.""l~t""pc=··.·······~tH>tf ()F ¢•t(,1rbi;$CRtf)TfON 

COURTHOUSE, RE'GISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washin ton Count Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

West Washin ton Street 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
itle Reference of Curren 

'§~ *"'R~$f;ff!!TJOH·t~·r@~i$fJff9:•·•sQR,VEYS 
Tl TLE OF SURVEY: 

0 Park 

~ Private Residence 

0 Religious 

0 Scientific 

Maryland Historical Trust Survey #4039 
DATE oF suRvEY: Sununer 1967 O Federal 
bEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

Maryland Historical Trust 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

2525 Riva Road 
CITY OR TOWN: 

J(J State 

STATE: 

in progress 

0 Transportation 

0 Other (Specify) 

0 County 

Maryland 

jlJ No 

0 Comments 

0 Local 



CONDITION 
rgj Exce 11 ent 

0 Altered 

0 Good 0 Fair 

(Check One) 

jg! Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved S Original Site 

This building is the main dwelling house in a complex of agricul­
tural structures on a property known as the "Dennis Farm." It is 
located south of U.S. 40, 1/4 mile east of St. Paul's Church Road, 
2-1/2 miles east of Clear Spring. The house faces east and is situated 
on a rise of ground near a spring and a small stream, the Meadow Brook. 

The house is a six-bay, two-story brick dwelling with buff and dark 
green trim. Double brick chimneys with corbeled caps are located in­
side each gable end. The shingles which cover the roof are not 
original. 

The facade and the north.gable wall are laid in Flemish bond brick 
work. American bond is displayed in the construction of the rear 
and south side walls. The foundations are of coursed local field 
stone. Flat brick arches are present over all windows including those 
at the attic level. 

The woodwork which frames the window and door openings is quite 
simple, consisting of an architrave molding. The eaves are finished 
with a neoclassically inspired entablature which includes a return 
at the gable ends as well as the raking cornice. 

Numerous windows are located on all sides of the house. All have 
nine over six sashes, except the small four-light openings at the 
attic level. Four doors are present at the main floor of the facade. 
Only one door, situated in the second bay from the south end of the 
house, has a transom. The purpose of the transom is proQably to 
light a stair hall. The other doors enter directly into rooms. 
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A recessed double porch extends across the four north bays of the vi 

facade of the house. The porch is enclosed on the north side by the 
end wall of the house. A one-bay entrance porch, probably dating 
from the late 19th century shelters the front door. It is Victorian 
in style but has a cornice that is consistent w,ith the eaves cor~ 
nice. Another Victorian style porch is present at the rear of the 
house. It is supported by four turned posts and extends across ~he 
two north bays. 

There is no substantiated date indicating when this house was 
built. The building complex of which it is a part includes a large 
brick end barn with lattice work ventilators, a secondary dwelling 
house, described in form WA V-026, a springho'use and various other 
outbuildings, all in excellent condition. The proper,ty contains 
approximately 120 acres. The buildings are now in no danger of 
alteration or destruction. 
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PERIOD (Check One or More es Appropriate) 

O Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable andKnown) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal 0 Education 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering 

0 Historic 0 Industry 

0 Agriculture 0 lnventi on 

Iii Architecture 0 Landscape 

0 Art Architecture 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communications 0 Military 

0 Conservation 0 Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

. 

0 18th Century 

gj 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi­

losophy 

Science 

Seu lpture 

Socia I/Human-

itorion 

Theater 

Transportati~n 

0 20th Century 

0 Urban Planning 

0 Other (Specify) 

The area of significance of this dwelling is its architecture. 
Although there is no known date of construction for this house, 
it appears to have been built during the mid-19th century. This 
approximate date is suggested by the numerous and large windows 
which tend to be found in greater numbers and size in houses built 
after the early part of the 19th century. The large size of the 
house and the presence of double chimneys would also indicate a 
mid-19th century building date • 

The house is an example of a type of dwelling frequently found 
in Washington County. Structures with recessed double porches 
comprise a significant architectural group in the area. Most such 
buildings which are dated were constructed between 1830 and 1860. 

Double porches included under the main roof span were used in 
some traditional architectural types in Great Britain. They appear 
to have originated in structures where cattle and other animals 
occupied the first floor and humans the second. The gallery or 
second story porch provided a covered air space which was used 
for living area. It is possible that the mid-19th century double 
porch houses are descended from prototypes in Great Britain. 

This house is particularly important ~s _fin ~rchitectural excunple 
because it is in excellent condition and appears to have received 
few_ al_terations. The Victorian porc::hes, lpcated_ at the_ front and 
rear oT the house do not appear fo be original. The roof with 
its rather deep overhang at the gables may also date from the late 
19th century. 

In addition to its architectural merit, this structure is si~i­
ficant as part of a complex of well preserved buildings. All of 
the structures are being maintained and preserved by the owner. 
They are a complete and carefully maintained example of rural archi­
tecture of the mid-19th century. 

The farm has been in the Dennis family since 1895 when it was 
purchased by Tobias Dennis. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

LJ~-v-o.is 

. ... . 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

i~~~~.----~~~~~~~~~-...-~~~~~~~~~-" Rt--~~~~~~~o_F__.L_E_s_S___:_T~H~ArN.:_:T~E~N.:.....::A~C~R:.:..=E~S~--~~~~~ 
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seco'1ds 

NW 
0 0 0 0 

NE 0 0 

SE 0 0 

~w 0 0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 120.41 acres 

:Acreage Justification: 

\LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE: COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

.. 

NAME AND TITLE: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historic Sites Survey I
DATE 

June, 1973 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Maryland 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Off ice Use Onlv) 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 
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