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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This house is located on the north side of Maryland Route 56, approx-
imately 1/2-mile east of the Charlton Road. It is situated near the
road with its facade facing south or toward the road. Immediately
across Route 56 is a large stone-end bank barn belonging to the
property.

The structure is red brick with white woodwork and green shutters.

It has two stories and five bays with a center door which enters into
a hall, Double chimneys are located inside each gable end.

The house is built in a style which is frequently designated as
"rural Georgian." By this term is meant a house type that is based
very remotely upon architecture of the early 18th century in England.
There formality and symmetry -are the major features of Georgian archi-
tecture. In America, building in the Georgian style was prominent in
the mid to late 18th century in the coastal areas of the thirteen
colonies. In the inland areas, Georgian-inspired architecture did not
develop until the late 18th and early 19th centuries and examples are
frequently found dating quite late in the 19th century.

As it spread to the inland areas, particularly of Pennsylvania and
Maryland, Georgian-inspired architecture became the standard farmhouse
plan. The style lost much of its formal detail as it was adapted to
use in sparsely settled rural areas. Basic symmetry, however, was
retained. The prominent feature of this type of house is the center
front door which opens into a stair hall. Two rooms are usually located
on each side of the hall, each with an opening into the central passage-
way. The Georgian—inspired farmhouse is usually five bays in width
with chimneys internally placed at each gable end.

This dwelling is typical of the Georgian-inspired farmhouse. Its
foundation is of coursed local limestone. The brick work is done in
American bond with a row of header bricks occurring after seven rows
of stretchers. Flat brick arches are located over each window in the
two main stories of the house. A simple cornice can be seen under the
20th century metal roof.

The door is flanked by doric colonettes. A transom and side lights
with diamond panes are part of the door framing. The door area includes
a modern one-bay entrance porch with plain square columnms.

A date stone reading 1852 is located near the peak of the gable at
the west end of the house.

A small, two-~bay, one-story brick service wing is attached to th
east end of the house. '

The house is located on a working farm and is not at the present
time in danger of alteration or destruction. The house would be threa-
tened, however, if Route 56 were to be widened.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This house is significant as a well-preserved example of central
and western Maryland farmhouses which are still common throughout
this area. Built in the -mid-19th century, this house is particularly
valuable because its exterior has received little alteration from
its original appearance and it is at present in very good conditiom.
Although the roof, windows and porch are not original, they have
not changed the structure or the character of the exterior of the
house.

The Georglan-inspired farmhouses of brick and stone are landmarks
in Maryland, Pennsylvania and surrounding localities. They appear
in areas where a Pennsylvania influence is strong, probably because
Georgian architecture was firmly rooted in Pennsylvania which was
settled in the 18th century when the Georgian style was dominant
in England.1 These structures should be noted as architectural
examples native to a small area of the eastern United States.

Such dwellings were not designed by architects but by their
builders or owners. They were constructed in a simple symmetrical
plan which was easy to follow as well as pleasing to the eye.
Building plans for these structures were readily available to the
public in the 19th century architectural manuals. Another feature
of central hall plan houses was the greater degree of privacy they
afforded to the household. Rooms could be reached by way of a =~
thoroughfare, the hall, rather than by passing through other rooms.

The ease with which these halls could be built when a readily
available plan was followed, as well as the factor of greater )
privacy for the occupants contributed to the popularity of this
style farmhouse in central and western Maryland. '

lFurther information on the Pennsylvania farmhouse can be found in
the following article: Alfred Lawrence Kocher, '"The Early Architec-
ture of Pennsylvania," Architectural Record, 49, 2:134-155.
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