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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This structure is located on the north side of Maryland Route
56, approximately 3/4 mile west of the Charlton Road in Washington
County, Maryland. It stands on a rise of ground near a small stream
and faces south or toward the road.

The house is a five-~bay, two-story stone dwelling with dark green
and white trim. A two-story shingle-~covered addition projects at
right angles to the rear of the stone section. Brick chimmneys are
located inside each gable end of the main section and the addition.
Galvanized sheet metal which dates from the 20th century covers the
roof.

The walls are constructed of uncoursed local field limestone
with a water table located near the ground level. There is generally
little decorative stone work although flat arches are present over
the first story openings along the front of the house.

The original woodwork is quite simple. The cornice consists merely
of a molded band of wood. There is no decorative molding on the
jambs, lintels or sills of the windows. The double pane sashes are
not original to the house. Workable louvered shutters are present
at all windows at the first and second stories. A Victorian porch
with much ornamental gingerbread woodwork extends across the three
center bays of the facade.

Window and door openings are placed in an irregular manner. Three
openings are present on the second story of the facade, while five
are located in the main story. The distance between the openings
at each level is not uniform. o

Two front doors are located in the second and fourth bays. Narrow
transoms are included in the framing of both doors and they appear
to have received equally little decorative treatment. Neither shows
evidence of having been favored as a main entrance.

No exterior date stone indicating the year that this house was
built has been found. The owner, however, has stated that a date
of 1791 can be seen in the basement.

The .building complex of which this house is a part includes a
barn and other outbuildings related to agricultural use. The pro-
perty contains 131.38 acres and is used for farming. The house is
not now threatened with alteration or destruction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this structure is its architecture.
Except for the Victorian front porch, the modern metal roof and the
possible lengthening of windows which could have taken place in the
late 19th century, this dwelling does not appear to have been al-
tered to any great degree.

If the 1791 date is correct, the house is outstanding as an 18th
century structure, examples of which are present but not abundant
in western Washington County. The probability of a late 18th cen-
tury building date can be supported by several factors determined
from an exterior examination of the building. First, the rather
small size of the house is suggestive of a pre-1800 building date.
Secondly, the irregularity of the window and door openings reflects
a lack of concern on the part of the builder for the more formal
and symmetrical design which was developing in the county late in
the 18th century. Also, the road which is now Route 56 was present
in 1791 as an early trail giving this pProperty easy access to
settlements to the east and west.

.Although stone house construction is common throughout Washington
County, this dwelling because of the random placement of its window
and door openings is not typical of most other stone houses which

usually contain four or five bays and are more symmetrical in
design.

This structure is significant as an example of a vernmacular buil-
ding. Its lack of symmetry and formal design suggest that it was
built to supply the basic need for shelter rather than to ¢onform
to an artistic plan. The house appears to have been built without -
conscious aesthetic concern or stylistic interest.
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