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CONDITION

This structure is located on the east side of Charles Mill Road,
approximately 1/2 mile south of Big Spring. It is situated by the
side of the Big Spring Run with its west gable facing the road.

The house is a four-bay, one-and-a-half story stone dwelling,
which according to local historians, was originally a distillery.
A brick chimney is located inside the east gable end. The roof is
covered with corrugated sheet metal. A small, one-story stone wing
is attached on an axis to the east end of the house.

The walls are constructed of uncoursed local limestone. There
is no decorative stone work associated with the window or door
openings.

The original woodwork is quite simple. The end of the roof at
each gable is merely faced with a board without any decorative trim.
The eaves are finished with simple boxing.

Windows are located at all sides of the building with openings
present at the first floor and at the loft within the gables. The
windows are framed with boards and are without decorative molding.

Doors are located at the second bay from the east end of the
house on the north and south sides. Like the windows, they are
very simply framed. Both doors contain transoms and enter directly
into rooms. A third door is located at the loft level in the west
gable.

A one-story porch extends across the south side of the house.
On the north side, a one-bay shed type entrance porch shields the
door.

A date stone is located in the east gable which is marked 1844.
The property contains .20 acres and is used as a private residence.
The dwelling is in fair condition and is in no immediate danger of
exterior alteration or destruction.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The area of significance of this structure is its architecture.
The building appears to have received very few exterior alterationms.
It is not known exactly when the building was converted from a dis-
tillery into a dwelling but the change in its use would have, of
course, necessitated changes to the interior of the structure.

This building's use as a distillery is evidenced by its proximity
to a water source and the presence of a door, probably for loading
purposes, at the loft level in the gable. The structure is also
adjacent to the Charles Mill Road which led to the C & O Canal,
facilitating the shipment of whisky.

The whisky industry was one of the largest in Washington County
in the late 18th century and early 19th century. While this struc-
ture was built later than the earliest distilleries, it is a dated
example of a type of building used for a once prominent Washington
County industry.
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