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NOMINATION FORM 
for the 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES, NATIONAL PARKS SERVICE 

Ii~ ...... ( ..... . 
COMMON: 

ANDIOR HISTORIC: 

... .... ....... 

STREET AND NUMBER: 

..... 
.· 

Charles Mill Road. Route 1 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Big Spring 

·•·• • .. · ...... ... 

CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE 
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC 

D District 181 Bui I ding 

D Site D Structure 

D Object 

D Public 

18) Private 

D Both 

Public Acquisition: 

D In Process 

D Being Considered 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

D Agricultural 

D Commercial 

D Educational 

D Entertainment 

OWNER'S NAME: 

Donald Bishop 

D 
D 
D 
D 

Government 

Industrial 

Military 

Museum 

D Park 

~ Private Residence 

D Religious 

D Scientific 

~ Occupied 

D Unoccupied 

0 Preservation work 

in progress 

D Transportation 

D Other (Specify) 

Yes: 

D Restricted 

D Unrestricted 

Q:a Na 

D Comments 

W STREET AND NUMBER: 

w Route 1 
Cl TY OR TOWN: 

Big Spring 
l$~···· 4Q¢At19t<f Pf:tEd~iTD~$CRlf)Tl()N 

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC: 

Washington County Court House 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

West Washington Street 
CITY OR TOWN: 

Hagerstown 
ritle Reference of Current DPPn 

II~ J!§gB'~~fMt~I-~Jkjixis]'.IHQ SURVEY$ 
TITLE OF SURVEY: 

·• 

I 
STATE 

Maryland 
(Book & Pa . # ) : 236/233 

DATE OF SURVEY: D Federal D State D County D Local 
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS: 

STR.EET AND NUMBER: 

CITY OR TOWN: !STATE: 



0 Excellent 0 Good IXJ Fair 
CONDITION 

(Check One) 

IXJ. Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

I 
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

WA-V-031 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

0 Moved ~ Original Site 

This structure is located on the east side of Charles Mill Road, 
approximately 1/2 mile south of Big Spring. It is situated by the 
side of the Big Spring Run with its west gable facing the road. 

The house is a four-bay, one-and-a-half story stone dwelling, 
which according to local historians, was originally a distillery. 
A brick chimney is located inside the east gable end. The roof is 
covered with corrugated sheet metal. A small, one-story stone wing 
is attached on an axis to the east end of the house. 

The walls are constructed of uncoursed local limestone. There 
is no decorative stone work associated with the window or door 
openings. 

The original woodwork is quite simple. The end of the roof at 
each gable is merely faced with a board without any decorative trim. 
The eaves are finished with simple boxing. 

Windows are located at all sides of the building with openings 
present at the first floor and at the loft within the gables. The 

windows are framed with boards and are without decorative molding. 

Doors are located at the second bay from the east end of the 
house on the north and south sides. Like the windows, they are 
very simply framed. Both doors contain transoms and enter directly 
into rooms. A third door is located at the loft level in the west 
gable. 

A one-story porch extends across the south side of the house. 
On the north side, a one-bay shed type entrance porch shields the 
door. 

A date stone is located in the east gable which is marked 1844. 
The property contains .20 acres and is used as a private residence. 
The dwelling is in fair condition and is in no inunediate danger of 
exterior alteration or destruction. 
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PERICO (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

0 Pre-Columbian D 16th Century 

D 15th Century 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

Aboriginal D Education 

D Prehistoric D Engineering 

D Historic ~ Industry 

D Agri cu I tu re D lnventi on 

(ii Architecture D Landscape 

D Art Architecture 

IE Commerce D Literature 

D Communications D Military 

D Conservation D Music 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

D 
D 

D 
D 
D 

D 
D 

D 18th Century 

~ 19th Century 

Political 

Religion/Phi-

losophy 

Science 

Sculpture 

Socia I/Human-

itarian 

Theater 

Transportation 

0 20th Century 

D Urban Planning 

D Other (Specify) 

The area of significance of this structure is its architecture. 
The building appears to have received very few exterior alterations. 
It is not known exactly when the building was converted from a dis
tillery into a dwelling but the change in its use would have, of 
course, necessitated changes to the interior of the structure. 

This building's use as a distillery is evidenced by its proximity 
to a water source and the presence of a door, probably for loading 
purposes, at the loft level in the gable. The structure is also 
adjacent to the Charles Mill Road which led to the C & 0 Canal, 
facilitating the shipment of whisky. 

The whisky industry was one of the largest in Washington County 
in the late 18th century and early 19th century. While this struc
ture was built later than the earliest distilleries, it is a dated 
example of a type of building used for a once prominent Washington 
County industry. 
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

0 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 

l~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--1 Ri--~~~~~~-o_F~L_E_s_s_T~H~ArN~T_E_N~A_C_R_E~S~--~~~~4 
GORN ER 

NW 
NE 
SE 
SW 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 0 

0 0 

0 0 

0 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 

~Acreage Justification: 

LATITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

0.20 acres 

ILIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY 

COUNTY 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

STATE: COUNTY: 

··. 
NAME AND TITLE: 

Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant 
ORGANIZATION 

Washington County Historic Sites Survey 
STREET AND NUMBER: 

Court House Annex 
CITY OR TOWN: STATE 

Hagerstown Marv land 

LONGITUDE 

Degrees Minutes Seconds 
0 

BOUNDARIES 

!
DATE 

July, 1973 

~State Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only} 

Significance of this property is: 
National O State O Local O 
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