WA-V-040
District 23

Map 35
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST MAGI # 2211954108

INVENTORY FORM FOR STATE HISTORIC SITES SURVEY

BINAME

HISTORIC

AND/OR COMMON
Conococheague Church Site

BALOCATION

STREET & NUMBER

Ridge Road

CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
X _ vientvor  Clear Spring 6
STATE COUNTY
Maryland Washington
EJ CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS : PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC X occuriep __AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
- __BUILDING(S) _XeRIVATE __UNOCCUPIED _COMMERCIAL _.PARK
__STRUCTURE __BOTH __WORK IN PROGRESS __EDUCATIONAL __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
X site PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _XREUGIOUS
—OBJECT __IN PROCESS X-YES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT _SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED __YES: UNRESTRICTED —_INDUSTRIAL —TRANSPORTATION
__NO __MILITARY __OTHER
PY OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME

Located on I-70 Median Strip W, of Ridge Rd.  Telephone #:
°  STREET & NUMBER

No Deed Reference

CITY. TOWN sTATE, zip code
_ — VICINITY OF
[l LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION Liber #:

COURTHOUSE. Folio #:

REGISTRY OF DEEDS.ETC.  fJaghington County Court House
STREET & NUMBER

West Washington Street

o Hagerstown Maryleﬂfgf 21740
n REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS

- DATE
—FEDERAL _STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY,. TOWN STATE




-\ —
KA DESCRIPTION Wh-V =040

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED __UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
__GOOD __RUINS __ALTERED __MOVED DATE
__FAIR XUNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Some controversy has developed as to the exact location of the 18th century
Conococheague Church, known today as St. Paul's Lutheran Church. The site
of the church, established in 1747, is generally believed to be a short
distance west of present Ridge Road near Meadow Brook. The site included

a church and a stockade. In the 1790's it was replaced by a larger struc-
ture at the present site of St. Paul's Church. The vicinity of the original
location has been disturbed by the course of I-70 and most recent research
indicates that the site of the church might either be on the median strip

of beneath the west bound lane of the interstate highway. Possible evidence
of ruts from an old road were seen on the median strip.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Conococheague Church, one of the earliest in the Washington County area
was established prior to the French and Indian War. The congregation later
moved to a site closer to Clear Spring. Older residents of the area have
conflicting opinions concerning remembered . references to the location of
—~the church. The Conococheague Church is important as contributing to early

settlement in Washington County.
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Paula Stoner, Architectural Historian

ORGANIZATION
Preservation Associates

DATE

July 1978
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109 West Main Street, Box 202

TELEPHONE

_301-432-5466
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—Sharpshurg
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Maryland 21782

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature,

to be found in the

Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information

and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-

ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust

The Shaw House, 21 State Circle

Annapolis, Maryland 21401

(301) 267-1438
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