
ABSTRACT 
'WA-V-054 
Kershner-Summers-Groh House 
Hagerstown Vicinity 
private 

18th Century 

This limestone farmhouse was built in three parts 
during the 18th and 19th centuries. Partially destroyed 
by fire in recent years, it is being reconstructed and 
provides a valuable record of building practices over a 
200 year period. Its oldest part which appears to date 
from the third quarter of the 18th century displays such 
characteristic construction and design techniques as 
finely executed masonry, segmentally arched window heads 
and the use of rocks and mortar as insulation beneath the 
first floor boards. The two additions believed to date 
from 1811 and 1850 respectively each illustrate particular 
19th century construction methods. 

The property is associated with Jonathan Kershner 
whose grandfather o~ed land in this area as early as 1739. 
There is some evidence to suggest that Jonathan, a Revolu
tionary War veteran, operated a tavern here prior to selling 
the farm in 1793. 

This building stands just west of the intersection of 
two major 18th century roads, the Allegheny Road which was 
in existence by 1739 and which later became part of the 
National Pike and the road from Harris' Ferry on the SUsque
hanna River to the Potomac River, in use by 1743. These t'-X> 
important routes are significant in the early settlement of 
Washington County and the Middle Atlantic region. 
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

This house is located on the north side of U.S. Route 40 just west of Huyetts Crossroads in 
Washington County, Maryland. The structure is built into a bank and faces south. The buil~ 
ding was destroyed by fire several years ago, but its stone walls remain along with some of· 
its structural timbers. The house is being rebuilt by its present owner with an effort at 
restol:ation. 

The structure is a two story stone dwelling showing evidence of having been built in three 
separate stages. The main and oldest part of the house appears to have been three or four 
bays in width and two or perhaps two and one half stories high. Attached to its west gable 
end is a two bay, one story addition. Part of a· date stone at its· south entrance remaiaa 
and is inscribed 181_. According to the owner it read 1811. Extending to the rear of the 
main section is a two story, three bay ell with a double porch along its east wall. It is 
said to be dated 1850. 

The masonry of the oldest part of the house utilizes finely coursed limestones relatively 
small in size. Where original main story windows remain, segmental arches can be seen at 
their heads. At the ground story of the front elevation original door and window frames are 
present. They are quite wide, joined with pegs and finished at the inside edge with a bead. 
The lower level of this section of the house appears to remain in nearly original condition. 
It is divided into two rooms) seeming nearly equal in siz~by a stone wall parallel to the d 
walls. Interior surfaces have been coated with white wash. A large service fireplace is 
located in the west wall and a stair leading to the main level appears to have been built 
into the northwest corner. The room is lit by a small window in the south wall and another 
in the west wall, north of the fireplace. The south room which is entered through a door in 
the stone partition dividing the interior has a large stone pier projecting from the center 
of its east wall. This room is also lit by two windows, one in the south wall and the other 
toward the south end of the east wall. The ceiling of this pair of cellar rooms consists of 
massive hewn slabs o~ joists placed side by side, supporting a layer of rocks and mortar upon 
which rests the floor. The main story appears to have been divided into two or perhaps three 
rooms. A fireplace was located in the west end wall as was the stair which provided access 
to the ground floor and an upper half story. Remaining window frames date from the late 19th 
century. 

The 1811 addition appears to have had just one room and, perhaps, a loft. A large fireplace 
was located in the west end wall. Where original framing of the openings remains it is mod
erately wide with pegged joining. 

Extending to the north is the three bay addition said to have been built in 1850. A double 
porch included under the main roof span extends along its entire east elevation. The main' 
story of this addition is divided into two rooms, the larger of which has a fireplace. 

It would appear that frame additions dating from the late 19th or early 20th century were 
added to the front elevation. The roof line of the original portion of the house was also 
apparently altered when the 1850 addition was built. 

Along the bank running east and west of the house are stone walls and foundations suggest~ 
the locations of various outbuildings. Southwest of the house are the ruins of a stone 
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This limestone farmhouse was built in three parts during the 18th and 19th centuries. Par
tially destroyed by fire in recent years, it is being reconstructed and provides a valuable 
record of building practices over a 200 year period. Its oldest part which appears to date 
from the third quarter of the 18th century displays such characteristic construction and 
design techniques as finely executed masonry, segmentally arched window heads and the use of 
rocks and mortar as insulation beneath the first floor boards. The two additions believed 
to date from 1811 and 1850 respectively each illustrate particular 19th century construction 
methods. 

~ property is associated with Jonathan Kershner whose grandfather o~ed land in this area 
E. !Uly as 1739. There is some evidence to suggest that Jonathan, a Revolutionary War 
veteran, operated a tavern here prior to selling the farm in 1793. 

This building stands just west of the intersection of two major 18th century roads, the Alle
gheny Road which was in existence by 1739 and Viich later became part of the National Pike 
and the road from Harris' Ferry on the Susquehanna River to the Potomac River, in use by 1743. 
These two important routes are significant in the early settlement of Washington County and 
the Middle Atlantic region. 

According to Washington County Land Records Jonathan Kershner sold 373 acres of land to 
Nicholas Hebling for b 778.lOs. (H/283). On Dennis Griffiths 1794 map of Washington County 
a tavern is designated at this location with the name Casner, presumably a variation of 
Kershner. A tavern is also designated at this location on an 1808 map of the County. 

Nicholas Hebling in his will probated 1798 left his ''plantation" to his son John 'Will Liber 
A/402). John in turn sold 151 1/2 acres including this property to Andrew SUD1Der for al464. 
9it.9p. (T/96). This tract included parts of the grants "Black Oak Level," "Hooks Neglect," 
"Amendment on Trouble with Contentment," ''Rocky Spring" and "Security." The farm descended 
through the Sunnner (Summers) family until 1887 when Soloman Sumners sold 94 acres to Mary c. 
BOwers. (90/617, 80/641, 77/93). In 1900, George w. and Mary c. Bowers conveyed the farm to 
David M. Ridenour (112/293). In 1904, it was purchased by Victor D. Neikirk for $4668, and 
in 1928 by Garland E. Groh. 
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springhouse with a vaulted ceiling. Evidence can be seen of the earlier 
aligmnent of Route 40 which at one time passed between the springhouse and 
the dwelling. East of the house along the same bluff against which it is 
constructed is the site of a bank barn which was removed some years ago. 
Several hundred feet northeast of the house at the base of a slope is the 
Summers family cemetery which has been maintained. This farm was owned by 
the Summers family during most of the 19th century 

The topography of the land behind the house has changed slightly since top 
soil was removed, leveling the hill. The property contains 49.19 acres and 
includes part of the grant "Black Oak Level." A tavern is designated at the 
approximate site of hhis house on 1794 and 1808 maps of Washington County. 
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HOHESTE.AD OF 

VICTOR D. NEIKIRK AND WIFE, CATHERINE ELIZABETH (NICARRY) NEIKIRK 
APRIL 1904 -- NOVEMBER 1927 

U.S. RT., 040, ABOUT 4.2 MILES WEST OF HAGERSTOWN, MARY.LAND 
DATE OF PICTURE - ABOUT 1914 

( SEE EXHIBIT, L-1) 

INDIVIDUALS IN PICTURE, L TO B. 

BORN: 5-28-1900 . VICTOR MAURICE NEIKIRK, (GRANDSON) 
CATRERINF. ELIZABETH NEIKIRK 
VICTOR D. NEIKIRK 

BORN: 12-22-1846 DIED: 10-12-1927 
BORN: 10-22-1847 DIED: 10-24-1924 

NOTE: THIS SAME PROPERTY 1 INCLUDING LAND 1 WAS OWNED AND OCCUPIED BY REV. 

.. .. .~ . 

ANDREW SUHMERS, FROM 4-20-1808 UNTIL AFTER HIS DEATH 1-1-1851. SEE 
EXHIBITS G, Gl, G2 1 and G3. ANDREW SUMNERS AND WIFE, WERE THE 
WRITER'S - GREAT, GREAT, GRAND-PARENTS. 

'IHE BARN ON THE FARM WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE ABOUT 1949, AND THE HOME 
WAS DESTROYED BY FIRE, 11 APRIL 1972. ONLY THE CHARRED RUINS REMAIN TODAY. 

DECEMBER 19 7 3 

HUBERT A. POOl.8 
1014 PENNA. AVE. 
HAGERSTOWN. MD. 
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