
ABSTRACT 
Rocky Fountain Farm 
WA-V-065 
Clear Spring Vicinity 
private 

Ca. 1800 

Rocky Fountain Farm consists of a large stone 
dwelling, built in two sections; a log house sheathed 
with German siding; a stone spring house and a large 
stone end bank barn. The complex of buildings is im­
portant as representing several aspects of vernacular 
architecture indiginous to Western Maryland and South­
ern Pennsylvania. 
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CONDITION 
IKJ Exull•nt 0 Good D Folr 

(Chetlt On•) 

6CJ Ah•r•d < 50% 0 Unchwr•d 

(C,,.ck On•) 

0 D.r•rloroted 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT, 40 ORIGINAi... ( If Jrnown) PHVSICAI. APPEARANCE 

0 Ruin• 0 ·UnHpo .. d 

(Ch•c:k On•) 

D Mov•d m °'lolnol Sit. 

''Rocky fountain Farm" is located south of U.S. RoutE' l&O about nne "lil e west: 
of the Conoc~cheag·e Creek near S~ickler in Washington County 1 faryland. 
It stands on slo~ing ero nd and ace~ north. 

The structure is a two story, three bay stone dwelling with a four bay, one 
and a half story addition extending to the so th frnm a point just east of 
the west end of the rnain section, eivin:; the overall structure a '"'!'" shape. 
Alon~ ~he east elevation of the addi tion is a deep porch included under t:he 
main rnof ~pan. Although the princiral entrance is in the north el evation, 
it is readily a!'par ent that the mai n section of the house orizinally faced 
south 

The walls are construc~ed of rouzhly coursed l ocal fieldstone. Fl.at arches 
nf stone are present nver =ost first story windows of the mai n section. 
The east elevation of the addition has been sheathed with rou3h cast or 
stucco. A naJor pnrtion of the ori~inal fron~ ~1 evation of the main sec­
ti~n iq concealed by the addition. It would appear, howPver, that openings 
there are spaced even1y. First story windows retain what appear to be 
ori~inal fl"mnes and rnssibly ori~inA1 cashes have nine over six liehts held 
within wide wooden fra~.es joined with peg~ and diq~layinc quarter round 
t rin . Upper atnry windows have simi ar wide fraMPS with six over six pane 
sa~hes. ~eplaced frames in the main section and those employed in the 
addition are quite narrow ~e:lings in the addition are topped with road 
wonden lintels. On the eaqt slopP of the roof of the addition are three 
:!able r"'ofed dot":'ters, each wi!:h a si over su:: li:h~ wind w. 

ThP present principal entrance i oca ed in the center bay of the n rth 
elevati~n. T e entranceway is treated ait'tply with a nRrrcw trans~~ over 
the dn"r , ThPre i c no decorative stone nr wood~m k a"30C ated wit-h this 
,,re.,.,ing. Anot .• er PntT"ance is ocAted in the eagt :able end of the main 
~Pc~t~n . TJhat a~~ear~ -rizina1ly to have heen thP main entranc~ in t e 
~~~t-h elevation is ~artial1y concealed by the addit on. Otber e~trance~ 
at'e 1 cated at he zro·1..,d A .d ?Min fl Of'.lr leue ~ of the addition. 

The roof of each section 1~ covered wit corr•catPd rheet me~a erninatinc 
lrl.t rlain barae boards ~et directly against the end wa ThP eaves 
boxinz is finis ed lli th a course of nol din:. 

A 1 aroe hrick c liT!lTley wi .. h neveral cn11r es of cnrbeUng at its t('lp is lo­
catod -f.,side the ea~t :able end. A t!'aller flue, alsn nf bricl· e"·teno" 
frn~ in~id~ the west cable end. O er brick c irmey are l ocated at the 
interior. of t e additicn and insidP its nor. .. ~ :able end. 

A the interior f the hn ~e a m d 19th cen ' y ~"air a~cends fr ~ t e 
entrance area be! ind he fr n or n r h dnor. Oricinal or earl:• doors 
have ix raised :'anel!'t and s!'tow evidence nf ha\rinz been held with lon~ 
strao hinees. fan els display reeded tri • In he eel ar, nverhead 
~oists carry ~1nnks nn which rest a 1~yer nf ~nrtar. . Above this are the 
fleer boar.dq. 
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PERIOO (Chee• One or #ore ee APPt'Of>tlete) 

0 Pre-Columbian 0 16th Century 

O 1 S1h Cenlury 0 17th Century 

SPECIFIC 0 AT£1SI (II Appllc•l>le •ndKno'"1) 

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Chect One or More •• Appropriate) 

Abor l9lnol O Educotlon 

O p,.hlatoric 0 En9ln•erin9 

0 Hlatorlc 0 Industry 

O Agrlcullll,. 0 Invention 

rn Archittoclur• 0 lond1cop• 

0 Art Archltectu,. 

0 Commerce 0 Literature 

0 Communlcotlol\a O Militory 

0 Con1ervotlol\ O Mualc 

STATEMCNT OF SIGNIFICANCC 

0 
0 

0 
0 
0 

0 
0 

EQ 18th Century 

l!l;) 19th Century 

Politi col 

Rel i9ion/Phl. 

loaophy 

Selene• 

Sculpture 

Social/ Human· 

ltorlon 

Theater 

Tronaportation 

w'A-V-o~~ 

0 201h C.ntury 

0 Urbal\ Plannil\g 

0 Other (SP•clty) 

R~clry Fountain Farm is qienificant for the various t~es of archi~ecture 
present, and for its asRnciatinn with 'tfartin Kershner, an important early 
settler and soldier. 

The main dvel1ine fq i"?Portant as an evample of stone vernacular architec 
ture tyPical of Western !aryland and Southern Pennsylvania 1'1 il t in sec 
tions, thP house reflects two distinct periods of buildin~ The main sec 
tion of the stone hou~e with its ~aRRive windnw frame~, cellar joist c on­
st-r11ction and interior W'lodwork and hardware would appear to date from 
Ca. 1800, perhans between 1790 and 1810 The additi.on I!lay have been adde 
durin3 the middle third nf the 19th century. 

The nearby 1 og house is also an example of the area's vernacular architec 
ture. Log was a orominent buildin~ material in the area from the early 
days of Rettlement until late in the }Qth century Althoueh this house 
aprears old, it was not exanined closely enough to allow for an estimate 
of a~e. 

The sprin~ house and barn are also important as examples of such struc­
tures. Many ear ly hol1qes in Washine;ton County are built- directly over 
or near snrinos. This Rprin3 house with itq finished interior may have 
been mied as a dwell ine. According to trad1 ti on, ft was used to hon~e 
slaveR. The qorinP house does not anpear to predate the oriiinal qection 
of the main dwellino . 

The name of the land 3I'ant of which thi~ f~ is a part 'fq ·~ocky Fo•n­
tain . " Containin~ 1124 3/4 acres, it was surveyed for '•artin Kershner nn 
Nove.~ber 15, 1R01 . Accordinr to Art-.hur r. Tracey1 R Re~earch on Maryland 
La..,d A-ants, 1)nc1'~, T1ountain is a resurvey on an earl iPr grant, "Amendt7!ent 
On Trouble With Contentl""!ent, " 3I'anted January I), 1772 for Jnnathan Ha~er 
and l~ar .. in "ershner and contafoing 1076 3/4 acres. Doctnr Tracey further 
re'!_'ort~ that "A'"Tlendm~nt- On Tro•1hle tJitli Contentl'lent " is a resurvey on a 
0 tU 1 earlier ~antq " 'T'rnuble- With Contentr>ent J II 10()7 acreq granted to 
Hart- in Kerohner on Sent ember zq, 1763 J and "Cnnt-enbent II 12~ acreq ~ante 
nn the !'laMe date , also to lhrt'i.n KerRhner. 

Major Martin Vershner died in 'overnber of 1 Sl7 at the aze nf 74 ln addi 
tinn to ~avinP been a Vet-eran nf the Revolution, he was a ~embPr nf t-hP 
State Le~i sl at-ure and servPd a.. Just ice c:-f the "Peace N-;, e,,idence 1-ias 

(Cnntinued) 
ps-10• 
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r 10. GEOGIU.PHICAL DATA 
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LATITUDE AND 1-0NCillTUOE COOROI NAT ... 1-ATITUOE ANP LONGITUDE COOROINATl:S ·-
Dl:l'tNI NG A RECTANGLE 1-0CATING THI!: P .. OPERTY 0 Dl:l'INING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPER TY 

R OP' 1-1:59 THAN TCN AC .. ES 

CORNER L. ATITUDE I-ON GI TUOE 1- A TITUDE L ONGITUDE 

Degree• MlnutH Second• Deor••• Minutes S.conda De9r••s Minutes Seconds Deoree1 Minutes Seconds 
NW .. . . 0 . 0 . 0 . 
NE 0 . . 0 . . 
SE 0 . . 0 . . 
<.111 0 . . 0 . . 

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 134. 72 acre~. 

•Acreage Justification: 
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WA-V-065 
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(Cont.inned) 

fl,st ROt•th of the stone dwel1in: i!'l a three hay,. nm• and a half story 
snrin~ ho11qe.., alqo constructed of ro1•eh1y cottt"sed stone. Wit-h an out-­
shnt entrance "n itq east wa11, the structure haq a finished interior 
with a fireol ace. It-s windowi:i dfaplay narrow framinz with six over Rix 
pane dn11ble hun~ sasltes. A rather larse snrin3 em@r~es ft-om the east 
wall of the ~tructure. 

Southeast of the house and Aprfne house is a twn story, four bay lng 
dwelling sheathed with German siding. A on~ and a half story1 two bay 
extensiol" is attached to the rear or ao11th elevation. The qtruc-ture 
has two entrances locat-ed side by side in thP front- elevation and shel­
tered hy a shed rnofed entrance porch. A central chimnPy of brick with 
corbelin~ at its top extends rcom the ronf peak. Also on the property 
is a 1arBe ~tone and fra.JTle bank barn and other buildings related to 
ae-ricul tura1 use. 

The buildinzs on ~ocky Fo1mtain Farm are in eood to excellent cnndition. 
The ~ropertv contains 134.72 acres. 



(Cnntinued) 

beer ff'\•md tn pr~ve ~r dis!'r"'ve that 'ajnr ?fart-i" l'er"hner was t-he sar>e 
fart-in t'ers'mer wlin was orant-ed the J ands "'" wli"'c'i P c1~ °11n••ntafn Par"' 

iR 1,.,cated. The Kerqhl"'Pr fami1 ~· had va"t ] a,.,d h"l din:s iri lJaqh'f.,Pt-on 
Cn•1.,t-v: 'Mar.y1 :md and l"hf o . 

l al"'d tranqactinnq concern:in~ t-hiR p'l"nrerty are ,,,.,,. clear . '"' deeds or 
wi 11 q h;\"e hPen 1 ncated which Rh nw when thP. nrnoerty 1 Pft: t:hl'! TTerslmer 
"'l- ly and w~o recei,.,.d it. Rocky Fountain wac: a:-,.,~rently owned b~ 
Sa-.upl • i 1 er sonetine ::'rio... o h s death Ah""t 1~47 (Wi 1 :iber E, p,.,1 i.n 
30). I n a deed dated Ja~toary lq. lR~o. Edward St-a~e, Tr• stPe and Arin 
E1izahPt-h Stake~ ~a:mttP] "-•i11,. ... , .,. dau:hter. <" " ld !"ht> ;-ro::'erty cont:Ji.,f"'~ 
221 acre"', n~e ... ""~and 34 ~ercht>"' t o Jch~ ZP11er. It- was in the Zeller 
fa~f1~ int il 1044_ 
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