
SITE NUMBER: WA-V-289 
ADDRESS: 156 Cumberland Street, Clear Spring, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Donald F. Blair, 831/193, private 
BUILDING DATE: 1889 

156 Cumberland Street is a south-facing, vertically massed, 

two-story, three-bay, brick, attached, Italianate structure. The 

building is set directly at the public-right-of-way and rests on a 

stone foundation. The brick is laid in a running bond and is 

painted red. The structure has a shed roof with a bracketed 

cornice. Ornamental features include brick paneling in the area 

over the second-floor windows. A set of double doors is located in 

the center bay and is very tall. Each door is comprised of very 

deep-set panels: a tall, round-arched one above a small square 

one. The composition is topped by a fanlight. The windows are 

also very tall and are round-arched, double-hung, six-over-six 

sash. A stone tablet over the door reads "IOOF 1889 11 There is a 

grouping of three interlocked circles between the numbers 18 and 

89. The building is currently being used for storage. 

A structure was located on this site prior to the construction 

of the extant building, according to the 1877 map of Clear Spring. 

The current building is shown on the 1922 Sanborn, where it is 

numbered 205 Cumberland. According to oral histories of the town, 

the upper floor of the hall was used by the community for events 

such as high school graduations and the showing of movies. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Themes of Architecture, 

Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning; and Social/ 

Education/Cultural. 



Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992 
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