
SITE NUMBER: WA-V-296 
ADDRESS: 138 Cumberland Street, Clear Spring, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Charles E. Shirk, 787/968, private 
BUILDING DATE: c. 1853 

138 Cumberland Street is a south-facing, horizontally massed, 

two-and-a-half-story, four-bay, brick, attached, residential 

structure. The building, which is set directly at the public-

right-of-way, rests on a stone foundation and is laid in common 

bond that has been painted red. The structure has a side-gable, 

corrugated metal roof with two endwall chimneys and a brick, 

dentilled cornice. A shed-roof porch extends across the facade and 

protects a frame, bay window and the east-bay entrance. The 

entrance consists of a door that is almost entirely glazed and an 

operable, three-light transom. There is an arched opening in the 

west end of the structure that leads to the back yard. 

Fenestration includes double-hung, one-over-one windows in the bay, 

six-over-six windows on the second floor and three-over-three 

lights in the attic windows. Windows on the second and attic 

stories have wood sills and soldier coursing for lintels. The 

structure has a one-story rear addition. 

The structure is first noted on historic maps in 1877 where it 

is noted as belonging to E. Frantz. Frantz is 1 isted in the 

business reference section of the map as being an manufacturer and 

dealer "in all kinds of Fashionable Furniture". He was also the 

undertaker. An oral history about the family business was 

conducted with his daughter in June 1992. According to Hilda 

Frantz Cushwa, the building served as the family's business 

headquarters from the time of its construction around 1853 through 

1876. The 1922 Sanborn map indicates that the structure was then 



numbered 129 Cumberland. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the probable Development Period of Agricultural

Industrial Transition, and falls within the Historic Period Themes 

of Economic; and Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and 

Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992 
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