
SITE NUMBER: WA-V-298 
ADDRESS: 132 Cumberland Street, Clear Spring, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Lisle H. Gehr, 682/28, private 
BUILDING DATE: 19th century, pre-1877 

132 Cumberland Street is a south-facing, three-story, three-

bay, brick, attached, French Second Empire residential structure. 

The building, which is set directly at the public-right-of-way, is 

characterized by its partial Mansard roof that covers only the 

front facade. The mansard portion is shingled with slate, and has 

three pedimented dormers, a bracketed cornice, and cast-iron 

filigree cresting. The brick is laid is common bond and is painted 

red. Windows are double-hung, two-over-two sash with rounded upper 

panes. They are set in segmental arches, as is the entrance. The 

entrance, which is in the west bay, is set deep into the wall which 

is paneled, and is composed of a glazed and paneled door topped by 

a single-light transom. The back of the lot has a very large 

garage/stable. 

According to a history of the site compiled by George Boyd for 

the Clear Spring Historical Society, Martin Myers sold lot 34, on 

which this building stands, to David Brewer in 1823 (Liber GG, 

Folio 409). The structure is first noted on historic maps in 1877 

when it is shown as being owned by J. Snyder. The 1922 Sanborn map 

indicates that the structure was then numbered 12 6 Cumberland. The 

map indicates the large structure at the back of the lot. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the probable Development Period of Agricultural-

Industrial Transition, and falls within the Historic Period Theme 

of Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992 
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