
SITE NUMBER: WA-V-314 
/"·-.. ADDRESS: 22 Cumberland Street, Clear Spring, MD 

OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: St. Andrew's Episcopal Church, 638/32 
BUILDING DATE: 1840 

st. Andrew's Episcopal Church is a south-facing, horizontally 

massed, one-story, three-bay x three bay, frame, freestanding, 

ecclesiastical structure. The building, which is set far back from 

the public-right-of-way on a landscaped lawn, rests on a stone 

foundation. The side-gable roof hold an open, frame belfry 

immediately at the roof line. The belfry is topped by a tall steep 

roof that provides a visual landmark at the west end of town. A 

pointed arched door is located in the center bay of the facade and 

is flanked by very narrow arched windows. A small quatrefoil-

shaped window is directly above the door in the gable end. The 

side elevations each have three tall, arched windows. There is a 

sizable addition on the back of the church that is placed 

perpendicularly to the sanctuary. 

The Episcopal church is noted on both the 1877 and the 1922 

maps of Clear Spring. According to a history of the church 

prepared for the Clear Spring Historical Society by Maxine Brown 

and Lisa Poole, this building is located on original lot 48 which 

was transferred by Henry and Martha Firey to the Vestry of the 

Church in 1856, several years after the edifice had been erected. 

In 1839, the Episcopalian congregation in Clear Spring decided to 

erect a church, which was consecrated in 1840. Although the 

building was damaged during the Civil War, the decision was made 

not to demolish it, but, rather, repair it. The Sunday School 

addition dates to 1978. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 



Organization, the Development Period of Agricultural-Industrial 

Transition, and falls within the Historic Period Themes of 

Religion: and Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community 

Planning. 

Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992 
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