
SITE NUMBER: WA-V-349 
.__...__ ADDRESS: 137 Cumberland Street, Clear Spring, MD 

OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Clark A. Mayer, 918/161, private 
BUILDING DATE: 19th century, pre-1877 

137 Cumberland Street is a north-facing, vertically massed, 

three-story, three-bay, brick, freestanding, commercial and 

residential structure. The French Second Empire building, which is 

set directly at the public-right-of-way on a brick foundation, is 

laid in flemish bond and is painted red. There is a two-story bay 

at the southeast corner of the building. The building has a slate, 

mansard roof with three pedimented dormers and a bracket cornice. 

A commercial shopfront has been inserted into the first floor. The 

principal entrance is an eight-panel door with sidelights and a 

transom that are set deep into the wall. Windows are double-hung, 

two-over-two sash. The building strongly resemble three buildings 

on the opposite side of the street. There is a large building to 

the back and side of the lot. 

According to a history of the site compiled for the Clear 

Spring Historical Society by Nora Snyder, Michael Davenport, and 

George Boyd, this building is on a parcel of land which was first 

sold by Martin Myer to Jacob Loose in 1826. The 1877 map of Clear 

Spring shows a building on this site. The original building was 

only two stories in height and the third story was added sometime 

between 1892 and 1899. The 1922 Sanborn numbers this structure 170 

Cumberland and notes that it w.as occupied by a store. It notes 

that the secondary building which is set back from the street was 

a stone bakery with an electric hot oven. This was the Pound 

Bakery which had been established in a building behind 107 

Cumberland Street in 1916. It was converted to Clapper's Market in 



1935 and was in business until 1977. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the probable Development Period of Agricultural

Industrial Transition, and falls within the Historic Period Themes 

of Economic; and Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and 

Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992 
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