
SITE NUMBER: WA-V-382 
ADDRESS: Between 11 and 17 North Mill Street, Clear Spring, MD 
OWNER/LOT NUMBER/ACCESS: Boy Scout Hall, Inc., 246/479, private 
BUILDING DATE: 1873 

This is a west-facing, one-story, three-bay, brick, 

freestanding, ecclesiastical structure. The building, which is set 

near the public-right-of-way, rests on a stone foundation and is 

laid in a common bond in red brick. It is a simple, Romanesque 

Revival church with brick used to delineate the architectural 

elements. The projecting center bay holds the low bell tower and is 

devoid of ornamentation other than the brick corner piers and 

corbelling at the cornice. The church has a front-gable roof that 

has been covered with artificial roll. All of the windows, which 

are tall, narrow, and round-arched, have been boarded up. A 

datestone on the building reads: M.E. Church 1873. 

The church is shown on the 1877 map of the town where it is 

labeled as the Methodist Church. The 1922 Sanborn notes it as the 

Clear Spring Methodist Church and that it was heated by a stove and 

light by electricity. It had a porch across the front, according 

to the map. The building is no longer used for religious services, 

and was sold by its congregation to the local Boy Scouts. 

The building is within the Western Maryland Geographic 

Organization, the Development Period of Industrial/Urban Dominance, 

and falls within the Historic Period Themes of Religion; and 

Architecture, Landscape Architecture, and Community Planning. 

Prepared by Julianne Mueller, July 1992 
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