
ABSTRACT 

WA-VI-030 
MASON-DIXON LI:NE: 
Hancock, Maryland 
Public/private 

MILESTONE NO. '129(133) 
vicinity 

1767 (reset 1902) 

Milestone No. 129(133) marks Mason and Dixon's 129th horizontal mile west of the 

northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of their 230.228-mile West Line, later 

known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical impact and innovative 

survey methods. It is an original milestone of 1767, quarried and carverlin England 

of oolitic limestone; is in fairly good condition, unaltered; is firmly set, 

standing about 6 inches above ground, at its original site, preliminarily 

surveyed in 1766, monumented the following year, and reset in 1902 during the 

1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. It is significant on the 

national and state levels primarily as one of 135 original Mason and Dixon 

monuments in the thematic group series of some 248 markers still defining the 

West Line. Locally, as one of 48 of these original monuments marking the present 

Washington/Franklin-Fulton county boundary, it is also significant as one of a 

diminishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable relation­

ship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties. 
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ID DESCRIPTION 

_EXCELLENT 

*GOOD 

_FAIR 

CONDITION 

_DETERIORATED 
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_ UNEXPOSED 

CHECK ONE 

X..UNALTERED 

-ALTERED 

Survey No. WA-VI-030 

CHECK ONE 

LoRtGrNAL SITE 

_MOVED DATE ___ _ 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

Milestone No. 129(133) ma.rks Mason and Dixon's 129th horizontal mile 
west of the northeast corner of Maryland, the beginning of their 230.228-mile 

West Line. It is an original milestone of 1797; is in fairly good condition, 

unaltered; stands about 6 inches above ground, at its original site, preliminarily 

surveyed i:n 1766, monumented the following year, and reset more securely in 1902 

during the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. 

The area here is the eastern slope of Tonoloway Ridge, much of which 

is covered with fruit orchards, and other farmed lands, with very few houses. The 

site is within Election District 5 of Washington County, MD, and Bethel 'l1ownship 

of Fulton County, PA; about 2}~ miles northwest of the town of Hancock, MD; on the 

broad eastern slope of Tonoloway Ridge, about 28 feet west of Green Lane Road/T-306 

which parallels the Ridge, in a grassy fringe separating two unfenced cultivated 

farm fields, and marked by a spate of signs g~gs~gies/(utility pole B.T.Co. No.66, 

its supporting pole, guy wire; Washin~rg~~~~i%oRYc5ftli~ff ~f~nt~s rtaf~1 ~fi~~~~lage, 
accessible from the road all seasons, but not readily seen. 

The milestone, as with all original Mason and Dixon West Line monuments, 

is an oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in 

England, and said to have originally measured about 12 inches square by about 

4 feet or more long, cut to stand about 3 feet high with the base left rough-cut 

for setting into the ground. The distinguishing embellishments are the vertical 

fluting with horizontally-fluted margins on all four sides, and the Roman 

capital letters P on the north side facing Pennsylvania and M on the south side 

facing Maryland, each V-sunk in the center of a plain shallow circle panel near 

the top. Reset in 1902 to stand presumably about 1~ feet high, it now only 

stands about 6 inches above ground, though remains close to 12 inches square. 

As far as could be determined from seeing so little: the letters are clear but 

nicked and their circle panels visible but chipped and weathered; some fluting 

remains on all four sides, but no margins except on the south side; the top planes 
~nd there is a small hole in the apex . are discernible but no flut~ng remains,/ali euges and ~op corners are chipped 

and the top:i..s very weathered. 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form for full descriptions of 
original Mason and Dixon monuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of resettin<. 
them) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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!OTHER (SPECIFY) 
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Charles Mason and Jeremiah Dixon 

Milestone No. 129(133) is significant on the national and state levels 

primarily as one of 135 original l'lason and Dixon monuments in the thematic 

group series of some 248 markers still defining their 230.228-mile West Line, 

the boundary later known as the Mason-Dixon Line, famous for its historical 

impact and innovative survey methods. The site was preliminarily surveyed 

in 1766, milestone set in 1767, and reset/~Rri9B2cli~ftfig the 1900-03 Resurvey 

of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. Locally, as one of 48 original 

monuments marking the present Washington/Franklin-Fulton county boundary 

(10 crownstones; 38 milestones), No. 129(133) is also significant as one of 

a diminishing number of objects and structures with a visually identifiable 

relationship to the colonial and Civil War heritage of these counties. 

HISTORY AND SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY 
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MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

CONTINUE ON SE~AMTE SHEET If NECESSAAY 

II!JGEOGRAPHICALDATA 
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY less than one acre 

Quadrangle name: Hancock (West Virginia-Maryland-Pennsylvania), USGS 7.5 
minute series (topographic), 1951 photorevc 1971, scale 1:24000 

U_'.!'.M reference: zone l7, easting 7384L~, northing 440044 

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRl~TION Ii/A 

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES 

STATE Maryland COUNTY Washington 

STATE 
Pennsylvania 

STREET & NUMBER 

14308 Mount Avenue 
CITY OR TOWN 

Phoenix 

COUNTY 
Fulton 

TELEPHONE 

(301) 472-2128 
STATE 

Maryland 211.31 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created 
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the 
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 
1974 Supplement. 

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information 
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe­
ment of individual property rights. 

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust 
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 267-1438 

PS• 1108 



r 





11117 /P,f-.1!£-~~ 

HAJlll t.~IXI)~ IUar UIJE,' NMES?IMJE' I ;.f (/ 44J, 'P~AI.. /17,~ 
SI{) ~WEL (-/~ 



·. 



~J/T 

' 1'1.-f-J~ t .IJ~,Uj aJE.!"T L/ lJE,' Hlt.ES'/'b .LJ~ I,;. 'l (! 33 , 
KE a,eiJbt (-/P) 


