
ABSTRACT 

WA-VI-037 
MASON-DIXON LINE: MILESTONE NO. ---(140) 
Bellegrove, Maryland vicinity 
Public/private 

missing milestone 1767; site 1902 

Milestone No. ---(140), now missing, was part of an original Mason and Dixon 

milestone of 1767, brought to a new site on the West Line andt~~~tin 1902 during 

the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary. It was firmly ir& place 

though only in fair condition when photographed by Dr. Trussell (c. 1948),and 

recorded at the time of the field inspection in 1950 as: "Original monument in 

solid foundation; badly damaged--top and north side badly chipped. Letter P 

nearly gone, letter M partially visible." (Bayliff, 1959, p. 109) According 

to the surrounding property owner, this milestone disappeared sometime in the 

late 1960 1 s;and the demise of the monument's above-ground portion o¥?t~i8~~~round 
base (if still in place?) is not know~. And since the preceding monument, 

No. ---(139) and the next monument west, No. ---(141) are only about 1.3 miles 

apart, this site may not~~~dr~gstablished or monument replaced in order to 

t . lv;isual . t .t.• th ,. r t - . . th" preserve he integri y o~ e wes ~ine in is area. 



* 

Survey No. WA-YI-037 

Maryland Historical Trust 
State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

Magi No. 

DOE ~yes no 

BOUNDARY 1'1ARK:trns ALONG THE MA.SON-DIXON LINE (THEMATIC GROUP) 

1. Name (indicate pref erred name) * 

historic (MaslDn and Dixon's) WEST LINE 

and/or common MASON-DIXON LINE: MIL.EJSTONJ:<J NO. --- ( 1900-03 Resurvey Monument No .140) 

2. Location 
street & number off east side of High Germany Road/LR-29001 JC_ not for publication 

city, town Belle grove 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
__ district­
__ · building(s) 
__ structure 
-X--. site 

Ownership 
x_public 
__ private 
_both 

X vicinity of congressional district MD: 6 / PA : 9 

county MD: Washington / PA: Fulton 

Status N/A 
__ occupied 
__ unoccupied 
__ work in progress 
Accessible 

Present Use 
__ museum 
__ park 
__ private residence 
__ religious 

____ object 
Public Acquisition 
__ in process __ yes: restricted 

__ yes: unrestricted 
-X-no 

__ agriculture 
__ commercial 
__ educational 
__ entertainment 
_ 0_ government 
__ industrial 
__ · military 

__ scientific 
__ being considered 
.x__not applicable 

_ transportitiop 
-X- other: b 8 ufta~ry 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses 
marker 

of all owners) 

(monument only; see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 
name State of Maryl crnd/\:orarnonweal th of Penns;yl v;::inj a 

street & number telephone no.: 

city, town state and zip code 

5. Location of Legal Description 
(see i•hematic Group NR nomination form and surrounding property ownership list) 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 1 iber 

street & number folio 

city, town state 

6. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 
(also see Thematic Group NR nom:i.nci.t:i.on form) 

title w·ashington County Historic Sites Inventory 

date WA-VI-037 entered 2/24/81 __ federal X state __ county __ local 

, apository for survey records Maryland Historical Trust 

city, town Annapolis state Maryland 21401 



7. Descri,ption Survey No. WA-VI-037 

Condition Check one Check one 
__ excellent ____ deteriorated __ unaltered __ original site 
__ good __ ruins __ altered 
__ fair (site )X unexposed X unlmown 

{ mo:n,_ur.o.en~ X unknown 

__ moved date of move 
X additional site 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary 

Milestone No. ---(140), according to th~7f950::::63tfi~survey of/ (MGS Vol. 7, 
1908, p. 93), was 11Part of one of the old Ma.scm and Dixon monumeiif s~ ?~7r fprf?sumably 

brought from the vicinity of Clear Spring, Maryland, and firstb~ethinR19B2J~t 
dd

. t. 
1 

. t th ·r fi±.mlY se.~, in f.air condj,,t.ion d 48 an a i iona s:i.. e on e vvest Line. T\, was in place ;wnen photographe c. 19 , 
a:nd when field surveyed during. the 1950 ins-oection then it / • aisappearea. so:m-ei:;ime , es ;;..i.ma'tea oy tne'- surrounding property owner) avound 

6 
. . pre_peiq.t G ondi tio:u ~nd 

the late 19 O's. The site is unexposed, ana tne/a.emise 01 ~ne milestone is not 
known. 

The area here is rural, sloping open farmed lands along a ridge, sparsely 

settled, and surrounded by extensive woodlands, mostly along the many streams 

flowing into the winding Sideling Hill Creek a short distance to the west. The 

site (according to the Resuiirey engineer's map, Plates XLIX and L, MGS Vol. 7, 1908) 
would be about 100 to 125 feet east of High Germany Ro.ad, and a few feet south 

of an old wire fence ~¥g~~§iw contact photo by Dr. A. JH Trussell c. 1948). 

It is within Election District 5 of Washington County, MD, and Union Township 

of Fulton County, PA; about 1.8 miles northeast of the small scattered settlement 

of Bellegrove, MD, and US 40. When the monument was in place, it probably cou~ 

have been seen from the road. 

The milestone, as with all original Mason and Dixon West Line monuments, 

was an oolitic limestone post with a low pyramidal top, quarried and carved in 

England, and originally measured about 12 inches square by about 4 feet or more 

long, cut to stand about 3 feet high with the base left rough-cut for setting 

into the ground. The distinguishing embellishments were the vertical fluting 

with horizontally-fluted margins on all four sides, and the Roman capital letters 

P on the north side facing Pennsylvania and M on the south side facing Maryland, 

each V-sunk in the center of a plain shallow circle panel near the top. Until 

a/~li~g~-£fx~~a¥g~tck~n~epfugj~cEf the National Archives records for the 1900-03 

Resurvey, the si~~Jof 0fWl~i~fone is not know\?,et~btt~~J~ftoto of c.1948 show 

an exposed concrete foundation (as set in 1902). The 1950 field inspection notes 

(Bayliff, 1959, p. 109) indicate it was "badly damaged--top and north side badly 

chipped. Letter 1tpn nearly gone, letter "M11 partially visible.n The Trussell 
. .1and 9ircle uanel . photo of the south side shows the M near_._y inta.ci:;, and some margins. The top 

109ks . . ~oep . 
appears sheared off ; the width ( approximately 12 inches, as l ~he height 
above ground. 
(see Thematic Group NR nomination form for full descriptions of the original 
Mason and Dixon mcmuments and the 1900-03 Resurvey method of resetting them) 



8. Significance Survey No. WA-VI-037 

Period 
__ prehistoric 
_ 1400-1499 

- 1500-1599 
- 1600-1699 

X-- 1700-1799 
_1800-1899 
x 1900-

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
__ archeology-prehistoric __ community planning __ landscape architecture __ religion 
__ archeology-historic __ conservation __ law __ science 
__ agriculture __ economics __ literature __ sculpture 
-- architecture -- education --·military -- social/ 
__ art __ engineering __ music humanitarian 
__ commerce x__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy __ theater 
__ communications __ industry -X- politics/government __ transpo~atlon 

__ inventiQn -X- other (sp~cify) 
· boundary surveying 

check: Applicable Criteria: A B c D 
and/or 

Applicable Exception: A B c D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state local 

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a gerteral statement of history and 
\ support. , 

At present, the significane of this site is negligible. The monument, 
~pn~reutly onlv part of 

/ccan"'"origina.L Fllistin and. Dixon milestone of 1767,was not set until 1902, when 

the 1900-03 Resurvey of the Maryland-Pennsylvania boundary added it to the 
~· t • . t .At let§ttPhe above-ground porti8n ,believed . , 

ni,ves ;...1ne a a new site. p.1.. • ne milesto.ue t11en disappeared 'tf Orlletime in: t .. 1e 
1960' nd neither its demise, . ' 

or 'Clie ex:i:ste:nce or· -cne below-ground base is known. 

HI.STORY AND .SUPPORT (see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WA-VI--37 

(see Thematic Group National Register nomination form) 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property less than one acre 
Quadrangle name Bel J egrmre (MD--\i'fll-PA) USGS 7 .5 
UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

A~Jl1! I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

c LLJ .__I _.__.. ____ _ 

E LLJ .._I ...... I __.__. __ 

G LLJ .__I ..._I -----

Verbal boundary description and justification N/ A 

minute 

sw I I I 
Zone Easting 

D LU I I 
F LL_j I I 
HLJj I I 

Quadrangle scale J. 24000 

I I I I I 
Northing 

I I 
I I 
I I 

List all states and counties for P.,roperties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state Maryland code county Washingtdn code 

state Pennsylvania code county Fulton code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Alice Martin (volunteer, Mason and Dixon's West Line boundary marker surveyo: 

. . Maryland Historical Trust and 
organization Maryl and GeoJ og;i caJ Surm~y date 5/31/8J (site surveyed) 

street & number 14308 Mount A venue telephone ( 301) 472-2128 

city or town Phoenix state Maryland 21131 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
Shaw House 
21 State Circle 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 
(301) 269-2438 

PS-2746 
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