i

\.};Q

INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST
INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM

WA-VI-040
Property/District Name: _Town of Hancock Survey Number: _WAA=41-
Project: __Crown Castle Cove Ridge Wireless Communications Tower Agency: FCC
Site visit by MHT Staff: __ no X _yes Name _Patricia M. Blick Date
b/&o/d000
Eligibility recommended __X Eligibility not recommended

Criteria: _ X A _ B _X C _ D Considerations: _ A__B__C_D_E_F_ G
___None

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map)

The Town of Hancock, Washington County, Maryland was initially recommended as National
Register-eligible in 1990. There have been a number of projects in the town since that time, included a
Maryland State Highway Administration streetscape and FEMA/MEMA demolitions relating to the
1996 floods.- However, no formal determination of eligibility was written. The district is made up of
buildings which represent building campaigns from the early and mid-nineteenth and the twentieth
century through 1930. While the survey district (WA-VI-41) encompasses 348 buildings, a smaller
eligible district can be found within those boundaries. Most of the properties are located along High
and Main Streets. There is also one C&O Canal-related building, located at Canal and Taney Streets.
Hancock is eligible for the National Register of Historic Places under criteria A and C, as an example
of a town which developed as a result of the several different roads and canals which pass through or
by the town. Architecturally, the town represents the many building styles of the 19 and 20™
centuries.

Documentation on the property/district is presented in:__Historic Preservation Survey and Planning Project,
Hancock, Washington County, Maryland

Prepared by: Paula S. Reed. Ph.D.

Anne E. Bruder August 25, 2000
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date

NR program concurrence: L\i yes ___no ___ not applicable
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WA-VI-040
Hancock Survey District

Hancock is located along the Potomac River, National Pike
and the B & O Railroad, near the western end of Washington
County, at the great North Bend of the Potomac River where it
nearly touches Pennsylvania. Although the town has been
associated with the Pike, Railrocad and the Chgsapeake and Ohio
Canal, it was actually in existence long before these;'
transportation systems were developed. Apparently, Hancock had
its beginnings in the mid~eighteenth century. According to an

" o

account of a traveler in 1750, the town has about two score

soles. "!

The town’'s location along the river brought it prosperity,
but it also brought destruction. Recurrent floods\washed away
some of the early built environmenﬁ. Also as the nature of the
transportation systems which fed Hancock’s economy changed, they
changed the face of the town by causing the removal of some
buildings and cdnstruction of new ones.

The layout of the town is linear following the path of the
river, the canal, the highway and the railroad in a narrow area
between them and the surrounding hills. The town consists of a

collection of buildings reflécting the influence of these

passages over time, representing three centuries intermingled.

HISTORIC CONTEXT

Washington Codnty, shaped like the state of Maryland is
located toward the western part of the state, just east of the
mountainous counties of Allegany and Garrett. It is bordered by
Allegany County on the west, Frederick County on the east,

Pennsylvania on the north and West Virginia to the south.

See: Historic Preservation Survey & Planning Project, Hancock,
Washington County, Maryland - Final Survey Report, prepared

by Paula S. Reed, PhD
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HANCOCK, WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND
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A contributing resource with 2n exceptionally high level of
integrity and historic andfor architectural significance to the
pomination. .
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and for architectural significance to the pomination. ]
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contribution could be enhanced by sympethetic rehabilitation or
restoration or by research docimenting historic significance usnknown

A resource that does not contribute to the significance of the
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A contributing rescurce with an exceptionally high level of
integrity and historic sad/or architectural significance to the

ponination.

A contributing resource with a high level of integrity and historic
andfor architectural significance to the nomination.

A conirituting resource with a low level of integrity whcse
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A resmurce that does not contribute to the significance of the
pominstion but may be eligible for listing in the Natiocal Register
within another historical and/or cultural context.

A resource that does mot contribute to the significance of the
paninstion and is not eligible for listing in the Netional Register,
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A contributing open-space of historic or scenic significance to the
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