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INDIVIDUAL PROPERTY/DISTRICT 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

INTERNAL NR-ELIGIBILITY REVIEW FORM 

WA-VI-040 

Property/District Name: -=-T~own~~o=f~H=an=c~oc=k~-------- Survey Number: ~4-l-

Project: Crown Castle Cove Ridge Wireless Communications Tower Agency: __ ;:...F-=C-=C __ _ 

Site visit by MHT Staff: no ___x_ yes Name _P_a~tn~·~c1_·a~M=·-B~li_ck __________ Date 
ftJ/fl.o/a.ooo -

Eligibility recommended --"'-X=- Eligibility not recommended __ 

Criteria: _K_A _B _K_C _D Considerations: _A _B _c _D _E _F _G 
_None 

Justification for decision: (Use continuation sheet if necessary and attach map) 

The Town of Hancock, Washington County, Maryland was initially recommended as National 
Register-eligible in 1990. There have been a number of projects in the town since that time, included a 
Maryland State Highway Administration streetscape and FEMA/MEMA demolitions relating to the 
1996 floods. However, no formal determination of eligibility was written. The district is made up of 
buildings which represent building campaigns from the early and mid-nineteenth and the twentieth 
century through 1930. While the survey district (WA-VI-41) encompasses 348 buildings, a smaller 
eligible district can be found within those boundaries. Most of the properties are located along High 
and Main Streets. There is also one C&O Canal-related building, located at Canal and Taney Streets. 
Hancock is eligible forthe National Register of Historic Places under criteria A and C, as an example 
of a town which developed as a result of the several different roads and canals which pass through or 
by the town. Architecturally, the town represents the many building styles of the 19th and 20th 
centuries. 

Documentation on the property/district is presented in: Historic Preservation Survey and Planning Project, 
Hancock, Washington County, Marvland 

Prepared by: Paula S. Reed. Ph.D. 

Anne E. Bruder August 25. 2000 
Reviewer, Office of Preservation Services Date 

NR program concurrence: ~yes _no _not applicable 
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WA-VI-040 
Hancock Survey District 

Hancock is located along the Potomac River, National Pike 

..-- and the B & 0 Railroad, near the western end of Washington 

County, at the great North Bend of the Potomac River where it 

nearly touches Pennsylvania. Although the town has been 

associated with the Pike, Railroad and the Ch~sapeake and Ohio 

Canal, it was actually in existence long before these 

transportation systems were developed. Apparently, Hancock had 

its beginnings in the mid-eighteenth century. According to an 

account of a traveler in 1750, the town has "'about two score 

soles.'" 1 

The town's location along the river brought it prosperity, 

but it also brought destruction. Recurrent floods washed away 

some of the early built environment. Also as the nature of the 

transportation systems which fed Hancock's economy changed, they 

changed the face of the town by causing the removal of some 

buildings and construction of new ones. 

The layout of the town is linear following the path of the 

river, the canal, the highway and the railroad in a narrow area 

between them and the surrounding hills. The town consists of a 

collection of buildings reflecting the infl'uence of these 

passages over time, representing three centuries intermingled. 

HISTORIC CONTEXT 

Washington County, shaped like the state of Maryland is 

located toward the western part of the state, just east of the 

mountainous counties of Allegany and Garrett. It is bordered by 

Allegany County on the west, Frederick County on the east, 

Pennsylvania on the north and West Virginia to the south. 

See: Historic Preservation Survey & Planning Project, Hancock, 
Washington County, Maryland - Final Survey Report, prepared 
by Paula S. Reed, PhD 
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wA-Vl- 01./0 
HANCOCK HISTORIC SURVEY 

HANCOCK, WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Key 
001 Survey # 

Note: All surveyed properties are "B" 
level unless otherwise noted. 

MAP 1 OF 3 

A. A 0011tr!J:•Jting re:zource tith "" =ptio®.lly high leval ot 
inter;ritr and ~or!c r=J./or a:-c:!l1tectural signi!i=e co t!:.e 
m:m.i.c:a:tioo. 

B. A co:itrill:r...i.ng ~= rlth a b!l!b level of integ:-izy 3.:ld b!sto=!.c 
am/or a:.:!litectural sipifi=ce to the DOCli.Datioo. 

C. A cco"-!"i'buti.ng resource rl"t!l a. lov level of integrity wbose 
com:.ribueoc coold be eclwlced by symµi.thetic !"eha.billtation or 
res--.. cra:tiOll or by reseucll c!oc=eot.ing bistoric sigllifiOl.llce ~""11 

• a."t 't!le ti.Cle of ccmi.Datioo. 

O. A resource 1:hat does not contribute to the sig:rl.fic:l!lce o! "Ce 
nanb3.ticn bat =i.y be eligible !or listing in the National Register 
rl 1:bin a:other l!istoric:tl 3!!11/or cultural. context. - • 

£ . A resource tbat does not c::mtil::ute to the significance of t!le 
ncmi.:!:1.tion and is llOt eligible for listing in the National Reg:!.ste:, 
due to ~ecent construction or i:retrlevable loss o! illt.eg::'i:cy. 

F. A coot:i'bu'ti!lg open-space of. historic or scenic signi:fiC2l1Ce to tl:e 
~ticu s.ich as a pa!'.>:, to:;u square, a.grtcul=al !ieles, 
.cnea.dc;:s. p:astUreS, etc .. 

G. A 11Cll-..01tril;uting ~e which is o! no sii!lifica.nce to ~ 
11Cl!i::.ati oo and 1s ~ eligible !or listing in the Nati0ll3.l Re~e:, 
sue!! !!S a p;i:ld.ng lot, etc. 
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WIJ-V I- 0110 
HANCOCK HISTORIC SURVEY 

HANCOCK, WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Key 
001 Survey # 

Note: All surveyed properties are "B" 
level unless otherwise noted. 

MAP 2 OF 3 

A. A cont;iQlti.og resource nth a:i exceptiocally bigb level of 
integrity aJld b.istoric UJ:i/or architectural signi!i=e ui me 
DC111illation. 

B: 

c. 

. · 
o. 

E. 

! . 

(j. 

) 

A contributing resour::e ritil a big!i level of integ:-i ty and histo:-ic I 
am/or architectu.."2.l signitica.nce to tbe ncmi.nation. I 

I 
~ contributing .resource nth a lOCJ level a! integrity vbose 
contril::utioo could be enha.nce:I by SJmP&thetic rehabilit.a.t1on or 
restoratiOll· or by rese:irc!l ~ his6...oric signi!icance unlmorra 
at the time of ncmination • 

A resource tha.t does not cont=il;;ite to the s1gnifi.cance Of t!le 
ncmi.n&tion bat im.J" be elifP.ble tor lis-..ing in the Na-;;iona.l ~..er 
vi.thin t.llC>tber b.istorica.l am/or cnltural contert. .• 

A resource tmt does not contrihlte to tbe si&Uifi.c:ance of ~ 
ncmi.nation and is DOt el.ii;:1ble !or listing 1.n the National R..<>gis""..er, 
due to recent construction or irret--ievable loss o! illteg::i.-cy. 

A contribiting cpen-space o! ~o:i.e or scenic sipificaoce to t!le 
nc:minatioo such as 1. par,.:, tOc;n1 s:iuare, agrioiltu.'"3.l fields, 
meadows, pasrures, etc. 

tPltl01 

A non-contributing open-sp:ace ':i'illch is o! no signi.!ica.oce to :!le . • 
naniaP.tion and is oot eligible ~o: listllig 1.n the N~tio:ial 3~~=. . , 
such 2.S a pcki.ng lot, e-;;c. 
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w Pt-v1-ot.J.o 
HANCOCK HISTORIC SURVEY 

HANCOCK, WASHINGTON COUNTY, MARYLAND 

Note: 

Key 
001 Survey # 

All surveyed properties are "B" 
level unless otherwise noted. 

MAP 3 OF 3 

f .. I 
A coot:-il::uti.og resource rttb an ~ceptiODally high le'<-el of 
integrity and historic c.tl/or architec:ura.l sigoi!i=e to t!!e 
llCXlli!!a. tioo. 

A cont::-ibuti.og :resau-..e oith a hilP level of integ:i:cy and historic 
am/or architectural ~ic:L!lce to the ixmina.tion. 

A cootrtblti.og resource ti!h a lw level of integ:"ity flbcse 
cootrlbn:ion could be ellhs.nce:I by ~thetic rehabiliu'tioo or 
restora.tion· or by rese:irc!1 clcx:u:il!!nting h1st0ric signi:fic:ince UDkno<m 
at the time of JXtDi.mtioo. 

A resall'l::e tba:t does oot cootriblte to tbe si.g:iilica.ace of t!le 
ocminatioo brt may be eligible !or Us-..iog i.o tbe Natiocal Regtster 
rl"thin aootber bis-..oric:tl am/or cul~--al context. .• 

£. A resour::e tbat does oot cootriblte to the sig!lifi.C3Jlce a! the 
ocmi.oa.tion a.ad is oot eligible !or listi.og io tbe Nat!.o:ial Rejis-..er. 
due to recmrt constrlJctio!l or 1rret-:-i!!vable loss o! illteg::i:cy • 

F. A coo tributing ~ o! his-..or..c or scenic signi.!ica:ice to the 
DO!li.=tion such as a. pa::;:, 'tO<IU sql.l!l.?'e, qrtcul tu-'"3.1 fields, 
l:Dl!2.dow's, pastures, etc. 

G. A noc-oontrilluti.og ~ which is of no sig!li!i=e to Cle 
ocmi.oa.•ioo a.ad is oot elig!ble !or lis:i.og 111 the !{a..:io1!11 Register, 
such es a parking lot, e.:c. 
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