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Bridge No. 2106103 consists of a concrete overpass that carries two eastbound traffic lanes and one 
emergency lane ofl 70 over Hollow Road. A nearly identical overpass (Bridge 2106104) carries the 
westbound lanes ofl 70 over Hollow Road. This overpass consists of two reinforced concrete abutments 
approximately 40 feet long. The center span is a concrete rigid frame 26 feet wide, with a minimum 
clearance of 16 feet. The abutments feature a battered inner edge on the arch side, and the arch is slightly 
recessed, with the battered abutments projecting slightly. A slightly projecting concrete parapet surmounts 
the abutments and arch. On each side, an aluminum pipe railing arises from the concrete coping. The 
bridge supports a 40-foot wide road deck that accommodates an asphalt roadway with two traffic Janes and 
an emergency lane. The largely identical westbound bridge lies approximately fifty feet north of the 
eastbound span. At the end of the concrete parapet on the southwest comer of the bridge, the construction 
date "1960" is incised. 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes (MIHP # WA-IV-56, Bridge 2106103) was completed in 
1960 at MD 615, east of the community of Hancock, in Washington County. The bridge was built as part 
of the development of I 70 in Maryland and the adaptation of portions of US 40 into the Interstate System. 
The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is a concrete rigid frame structure erected to allow high­
speed traffic to easily cross above MD 615. This bridge is one of the first two bridges completed in 
Washington County during the initial phase of construction of I 70 in Maryland. 



MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 
DETERMINATION OF ELIGIBILITY FORM 

NR Eligible: yes 

no x_ 

pertyName: SHA Bridge No. 2106103 Inventory Number: WA-VI- 05 1o 

I-70 over Ramp E2 from MD 615 Eastbound Lane Historic district: yes X no 

City: Hancock, MD Zip Code: County: Washington 

USGS Quadrangle(s): Hancock 

Property Owner: MD SHA Tax Account ID Number: 

Tax Map Parcel Number(s): Tax Map Number: 
~~~~~~~~ 

.Project: Mid-20th Century Highway Bridges of Maryland (1948-1960) Agency: 
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Agency Prepared By: 

_Preparer's Name: Amy Barnes URS Corporation Date Prepared: 09/26/2004 

Documentation is presented in: Project Review and Compliance Files 

Preparer's Eligibility Recommendation: Eligibility recommended x Eligibility not recommended 

Criteria: X A B xc D Considerations: A B c D E F G 

Complete if the property is a contributing or non-contributing resource to a NR district/property: 

Name of the District/Property: 

Inventory Number: Eligible: yes Listed: yes 

.te visit by MHT Staff yes X no Name: Date: 

Description of Property and Justification: (Please attach map and photo) 

Description 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes (MIHP # WA-IV-56, Bridge 2106103) was completed in 1960 at MD 615, east 
of the community of Hancock, in Washington County. The bridge was built as part of the development ofl 70 in Maryland and the 
adaptation of portions of US 40 into the Interstate System. The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is a concrete rigid 
frame structure erected to allow high-speed traffic to easily cross above MD 615. This bridge is one of the first two bridges 
completed in Washington County during the initial phase of construction ofl 70 in Maryland. 

Determination of Eligibility 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes (MIHP # WA-IV-56, Bridge 2106103) is eligible for listing in the National 
Register under Criterion A on the state level with the period of significance as 1960. The bridge is associated with the historical 
development ofl 70, the first Interstate in Maryland, it is one of the first two bridges completed in Washington County during the 
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'tial phase of construction ofl 70 in Maryland. Work on the route began in Maryland in 1956 with official construction 
eginning in 1960. A single-span, concrete rigid frame structure, the bridge was designed specifically for its site by Michael 

Baker, Jr., Inc. , an engineering firm specializing in bridge and highway design, for the Maryland State Road Commission in 1958. 
The company, which is still in existence, designed several bridges for the Maryland State Roads Commission during this period. 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is not National Register-eligible under Criterion B, as it is not associated with an 
individual significant on the local , state, or national level. 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is National Register-eligible under Criterion C on the local level as a notable 
example of the concrete rigid frame bridge type, a rare type in Maryland bridge design. The bridge was one of the last two 
examples of this type designed and constructed in Maryland in the 1948-1960 period. This bridge type was popular in the 1920s 
and 1930s but was constructed on a limited basis in Maryland into the 1950s and was rarely used after 1960. The I 70 Bridge over 
Ramp E2 , Eastbound Lanes retains all of the character-defining elements of its type intact. Further, it retains its integrity of 
location, design, association, setting, materials, workmanship, and feeling. 

National Register-eligibility under Criterion D was not investigated as part of this study. 

SHA disagrees with the consultant regarding the eligibility recommendation for this bridge. Because it is an Interstate Bridge it 
meets the exemption criterion as set forth in the 2005 document. Additional research did not identify events, persons or 
engineering achievements important to local, state or national history and SHA Bridge No . 2106103 is not eligible for the NRHP 
under Criteria A, B or C. 
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Prepare both a one paragraph summary and a comprehensive description of the resource and its various elements as it 
exists today. 

Bridge No. 2106103 consists of a concrete overpass that carries two eastbound traffic lanes and one emergency lane of 170 over 
Hollow Road. The bridge is located east of the town of Hancock. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal National Historic Park is located 
south of the bridge along the north shore of the Potomac River. An identical overpass (Bridge No. 2106104) carries the westbound 
lanes of I 70 over Hollow Road. 

This overpass consists of two reinforced concrete abutments approximately 40 feet long. The center span is a concrete rigid frame 26 
feet wide, with a minimum clearance of 16 feet. The abutments feature a battered inner edge on the arch side, and the arch is slightly 
recessed, with the battered abutments projecting slightly. A slightly projecting concrete parapet surmounts the abutments and arch. 
On each side, an aluminum pipe railing arises from the concrete coping. The bridge does not accommodate pedestrian traffic. 

The bridge supports a 40-foot wide road deck that accommodates an asphalt roadway with two traffic lanes and an emergency lane. 
Hollow Road crosses under the bridge and consists of two traffic lanes flanked on each side by a concrete sidewalk. The bridge is 
located on a section of the highway marked by traffic lanes divided by a grass median with berms in some areas. The largely identical 
westbound bridge lies approximately fifty feet north of the eastbound span. At the end of the concrete parapet on the southwest corner 
of the bridge, the construction date "1960" is incised. The bridge appears to have undergone few major alterations other than possibly 
resurfacing and repair of some concrete. 
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Prepare a one-paragraph summary statement of significance addressing applicable criteria, followed by a narrative discussion of the 
history of the resource and its context. (For compliance projects, complete evaluation on a DOE Form - see manual.) 

Statement of Significance 
The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes (MIHP # W A-IV-56, Bridge 2106103) was completed in 1960 at MD 615, east of 
the community of Hancock, in Washington County. The bridge was built as part of the development of 1 70 in Maryland and the 
adaptation of portions of US 40 into the Interstate System. The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is a concrete rigid frame 
structure erected to allow high-speed traffic to easi ly cross above MD 615 . This bridge is one of the first two bridges completed in 
Washington County during the initial phase of construction of I 70 in Maryland. 

Historic Background and Support 
White settlement is known to have occurred in the Hancock area, then known as the Tonoloway Settlement, by the 1730s when maps 
show European settlers in the area. At that time, the area contained a small settlement and several Indian traders, including Charles 
Polke and Joseph Flint, both of whose properties were visited by George Washington during his travels through the area in 1747 and 
1769. As a frontier community, the area was the scene of several raids during the French and Indian War. In 1755, a stockade fort , 
known as Fort Stoddard, was constructed at the Tonoloway Settlement. Fort Stoddard was abandoned after the completion of the 
stone masonry Fort Frederick, located twelve miles to the east, in 1756. 

By the time of the Revolutionary War, the Tonoloway Settlement contained approximately twenty houses and had been known 
variously as the Tonoloway Settlement, Northbend, and William's Town. The community became known as Hancock about this time, 
probably after Edward Joseph Hancock Jr. , who operated a ferry from the community across the Potomac River prior to his enlistment 
in the Revolutionary War1

• 

Washington County was created from the western portion of Frederick County in 1776, and named for the then Revolutionary War 
general (and later president) George Washington. The original boundaries of Washington County contained the entire westernmost 
part of the state of Maryland including both present-day Allegany County (which was split off in 1789) and present-day Garrett 
County (which was split from Allegany County in 1872). 

The trail along the Potomac through Hancock to Cumberland, Maryland, and beyond was the primary east-west transportation route in 
Maryland. This route, in use since before the 1730s, became the basis of the National Road (also known as the National Pike, Western 
Pike, and the Cumberland Road). This road was the first United States federal highway. The US Congress gave authorization on 
March 29, 1806, for the construction of a route to connect the Atlantic coast to the Ohio River. Construction using federal funds 
began in 1811 at Cumberland, Maryland. Funding for improving the existing route from Baltimore to Cumberland was provided by 
the State of Maryland. 

1 "A Brief History of Hancock, Maryland." Pages 1-2 
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Hancock and the surrounding area were the center of a major transportation network during the nineteenth century due to their 
location along the Potomac River and the National Road, as well as their proximity to the Pennsylvania and West Virginia borders. 
This location led to the development of the area as a transportation and industrial center due to the high volume of traffic that traveled 
through the community. In addition to the National Road, the area was also served by the Chesapeake & Ohio (C&O) Canal (which 
reached Hancock in 1839) and the Western Maryland Railroad (which reached Hancock in 1904). All of these routes were located 
within the narrow strip of land between the banks of the Potomac and the Cumberland Mountains. Together, these three methods of 
transportation (road, canal, and train) led to the construction of warehouses, mills, kilns, and canneries and, in Hancock, the 
construction of facilities such as hotels, motels, and restaurants that serviced the travelers who used the town as a stopping point2

. 

In 1926, US 40 was established by the federal government as a transcontinental highway to connect State Road, Delaware, to San 
Francisco, California. The route was extended to Atlantic City, New Jersey, the following year. It followed the existing path of the 
National Road for much of its length, including through Maryland and the Hancock area. As a part of the establishment ofUS 40, the 
roadway was widened and paved, though it remained the two-lane route that it had been since the National Road was established3

. 

Crossings were at grade for much of the route with free access from intersecting roadways, including MD 615. US 40 improved the 
national east-west transportation routes and increased automobile traffic through the Hancock area. 

In 1955, President Dwight D. Eisenhower proposed improving America's transportation network with the establishment of an 
integrated, limited-access Interstate System funded and maintained jointly by the federal and state governments. The Federal-Aid 
High•.vay Act was passed by Congress in 1956, and existing routes were assessed for their adaptability into an lnterstate4

• The. first 1 
70, was designed to connect Baltimore and Cove Fort, Utah. Construction was started on the new roadway in Maryland in 1956 with 
construction by the federal government on the route beginning in 1960. 

In Maryland, I 70 entered the state at Hancock and then continued east along the existing US 40 route to Fredrick, Maryland. The new 
concrete four-lane roadway with a center divider was constructed parallel to and above the existing roadway. Crossings were elevated 
and access to intersecting roads was limited. The first segments of l 70 completed in the state were the Fredrick bypass and a section 
between Hancock and MD 615. As a part of this first phase of construction, the I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes was 
constructed in 19605

. This bridge allowed the I 70 traffic to safely and easily cross over the local traffic on MD 615. 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is a single-span, concrete rigid frame bridge. Its overall length is 116 feet and it is 
40 feet wide. The bridge has two reinforced concrete legs which are 16 feet high. It has a projecting concrete parapet and an 
aluminum pipe railing.6 

Concrete rigid frame bridges, of which the I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes is a late example, were developed in Europe 
in the nineteenth century and first introduced in America in the 1920s when they were used on the Bronx River Parkway in 
Westchester County, New York. Concrete rigid frame bridges are constructed as a single unit with no component parts. The abutments 
become part of the deck and create a rigid frame structure. This bridge type requires expensive and labor-intensive form work and 
reinforcement, but uses concrete in the most efficient manner possible and reduces the amount of the bridge that is located in the 
ground as it reduces the size of the abutrnents.7 The principle drawback to this choice of design was that the bridge site had to have 

2 "A Brief History of Hancock, Maryland." Pages 3-4 
3 General Highway Map of Washington County, (1937) 
4 Creating the Interstate System, Pages 5-11 
5 General Highway Map of Washington County, (1960) 
6 Interstate 70 Over Ramp E2. Elevations, Plans, Sections, (1958) 
7 Delaware's Historic Bridges, page 229. 
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firm, compacted soil in order to avoid uneven settlement that could lead to a failure of the design. In spite of this drawback, bridge 
historian David Plowden found the development of the bridge type to be "a key reinforced concrete bridge engineering advance of the 
twentieth century, comparable to the later development of prestressed concrete."8 Concrete rigid frame bridges were popular in the 
1920s and 1930s due to their aesthetically pleasing appearance, which was marked by well-proportioned spans and clean lines. Due to 
their aesthetics, they were often used in parkways or natural settings, and were built on a limited basis into the 1950s. 

According to Spero in her report on Maryland bridges, eleven county-owned or municipal concrete rigid frame bridges built between 
1934 and 1941 were extant in the state in 1995. The earliest were two 35-foot spans erected in 1934 to carry MD 97 over Big Pipe 
Creek in Carroll County. The longest was Bridge No. l 1018, a two-span, 120-foot-long structure built in 1937 to carry MD 135 over 
the Savage River in Garrett County. Five of the eleven concrete rigid frame bridges erected during the period were built by the State 
Roads Commission as part of its widening of US 40 from the Maryland and Delaware state line to western Maryland. 9 

The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes was designed specifically for this site by Michael Baker, Jr. , Inc. for the Maryland 
State Road Commission in 1958. Michael Baker, Jr. , Inc. is an engineering firm established in 1940 that specializes in bridge and 
highway design. The company, which is still in existence, designed several bridges for the Maryland State Roads Commission during 
this period as well as projects for other state commissions including the New River Gorge Bridge in Fayetteville, West Virginia. The I 
70 Bridge over Ramp E2, Eastbound Lanes was one of the last two examples of this type of bridge designed and constructed in 
Maryland. 10 

8 Spero, P.A.C. & Company, Historic Highway Bridges in Maryland: 1631-1960: Historic Context Report, 1995, page 149. 
9 Ibid, page 162. 
10 MOSHA Table of 1948-1960 Bridge Statistics. Unpublished. 
MOSHA Table of Bridges by Type and Year. Unpublished. 
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The I 70 Bridge over Ramp E2 consists of a concrete overpass that carries two eastbound traffic lanes and one emergency lane of I 
70 over Hollow Road in Washington County. The bridge has been associated with this site since its construction. 
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