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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Main Street Commercial District is centered along both sides of Main St., at the
intersection of Water Street, including four buildings on the soutlwest end of Water
and Little Water Streets, and sevenbuildings on either side of Main Street. All
buildings date from the late nineteenth century period of Sharptown's prominence as a
trading and shipbuilding center.

The District includes four residences, six cammercial buildings, and a bank. One

of the commercial structures is an intrusion. The cammercial structures are generally
one or two story gable roofed frame buildings with projecting bay display windows

and one-story shed roof porches. The residences are two or two and a half story frame
buildings with irregqular plans, porches and decorative wood trim. The bank is a one-
story brick gable roofed structure with stone lintels on the main facade. Many of the
store buildings are unoccupied and deteriorated. The Cooper Store is now a carpentry
shop.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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_X1900- —COMMUNICATIONS __INDUSTRY —POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1870-1905 BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Main Street Cammercial District includes the main cammercial buildings associated
with Sharptown's most prosperous period, as well as several homes belonging to prominent
merchants and citizens.

The S. J. Cooper Store at the foot of Main Street (Photo 1) was a pivotal site at the
corner of the town's major conmercial street and the wharf. Next to it are two Cooper
houses, facing Water Street, which display both Cooper's wealth and the skill of local
carpenters in their decoration (Photo 2). The former drugstore and doctor's office
(Photo 3) combined cammercial and residential uses. The former Eastern Shore Trust
Campany bank (Photo 4), built in 1905, was the first branch of this institution in

__Wicamico County. Its officers included most of the town's prominent citizens: A, W,
Ybinson, S. J. Cooper, J. S. Cooper, B. P. Gravenor, W. D. Gravenor, C. N. Bennett,
J. W. Covington, and P. T. White.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY -
81 FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Janet L. Davis
Eggﬁgﬁﬁgﬂgurveyor Cxﬂgﬁgér 7, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
21 State Circle 269-2438
CiTY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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