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DESCRIPTION I -1

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED X ORIGINAL SITE
—GOooD —RUINS X ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN} PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Main Street Residential District encompasses generally both sides of Main Street
from the middle of the 400 block southeast to 727 Main Street at its greatest extent.
The area contains 37 structures including mostly late-nineteenth century residences,
three former store buildings, and the Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church (1876).
Eight modern intrusions are scattered along both sides of the street among the con-
tributory historic buildings.

The residential buildings are generally two story frame structures of irregular plans, one-
story shed roofed porches, and scroll sawn decorative wood trim. The U.T. Gravenor

House (photo 8) at 606 Main is the best example in the district of the prevailing
residential architecture. Most structures were originally weatherboarded, but now

have aluminum or asbestos siding or brick veneer. Typical residential structures are
pictured in Photos 12-18.

The three camercial buildings are similar in form to the store buildings in the Main
Street Commercial District. The former Twilley's Store (Photo 5) closely resembles
Cooper's Store in the Commercial District. The other store buildings (Photo 6) are
more warehouse-like in aspect, lacking the large display windows and porch of the
Twilley store.

The Asbury Methodist Episcopal Church (Photo 7) was originally covered in weatherboar
but was covered in brick veneer during a 1906 renovation. It is a basic rectangular eape
with a one bay facade and center entry with gabled hood supported on brackets. The
belfry adjoins the north side of the church and has an open bell chamber and comical
roof.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY



Kl SIGNIFICANCE WT-120

—

PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
—PREHISTORIC —ARCHEOLUGY-PREHISTORIC x_COMMUNITY PLANNING —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—1400-1499 —ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC ——_CONSERVATION __LAW __SCIENCE
—1500-1599 —AGRICULTURE __ECONOMICS _ LITERATURE __SCULPTURE
—1600-1699 KARCHITECTURE __EDUCATION —MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—1700-1799 _ART __ENGINEERING —__MUsSIC —THEATER
X 1800-1899 X_COMMERCE __EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION
X 1900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY .—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —.OTHER (SPECIFY)
—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1870 - 1920 BUILDER/ARGHITECT

STATEMENT OF SiGNIFICANCE

The Main Street Residential District exemplifies the prosperity of Sharptown in the
late nineteenth century in its scale and decorative details, and an accompanying social
polarization in the movement away from the busy commercial areas of the wharf at the
lower end of Main Street, the shipyard, and ferry traffic.

The architectural details of its residences display the wealth of the owners and the
skills of local carpenters, as exemplified by the elaborate brackets of the Knowles House
(Photo 9), and the generous proportions of the Ulrich House (Photo 10).

The nineteenth century life of this area centered around the Asbury Methodist Church

_and the Twilley Store rather than the wharf and shipyard. This section of Sharptown
~ wus reflects burgeoning civic pride and a desire for a more sophisticated town life,
secmming from the prosperity of the shipyard and related trade and industry.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY




EIMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES WI-120

CONTINUE ON SERARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY

FIGEOGRAPHICAL DATA

ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
STATE COUNTY
[§1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE .
Janet L. Davis
DRGANIZATION DATE
MHT/SHA Surveyor October 8, 1980
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHQONE
21 State Circle 269-2438
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Annapolis Maryland 21401

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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