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Dr. William J. Catlin House ("Scott Free")
Architectural Survey File
This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reversechronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.
Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.
All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.
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Catlin house is a good example of a dated early

twentieth century ( 1901) farmhouse with its largely intact two-and-a-half,
five-bay, cross-gabled principal elevation and gable ends facades. The date
is scratched on an inside surface of the extant brick chimney.
two-story semi-octagonal bay pavilion,

An intact

partially sheathed with fishscale

shingles, distinguishes the south gable end.

The house is also significant

for many original interior finishes common to turn of the twentieth century
rural domestic architecture of the lower Shore.

Most notable is the closed

stringer staircase along with bulls-eye block door and window surrounds.
With its location on the edge of Whitehaven, the Dr. William J. Catlin
house and its surrounding acreage contribute to the village's nineteenth
century character and the property provides an important visual anchor.
Built in 1901 by Elizabeth A. G. Catlin for her son, Dr. William J.
Catlin, this two-and-a-half story dwelling was left to him in her will of
1908.

In her words she stated,
I give and devise unto my said son William J. Catlin for his natural
life but no longer and at his death unto his son William G. Catlin in
fee simple ..•• all that parcel of land belonging to me whereon said
William J. Catlin now resides situate in said village of White Haven"

True to Elizabeth's bequest, the property remained in the hands of her
son, William J. Catlin, and then her grandson, William G. Catlin, until he
sold the property in 1930 to Raymond T. Robertson, in whose family the
property remained for thirty-four years.
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Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Dr. William J. Catlin house, now known as the Scott house, stands at
the end of a cedar tree-lined lane that intersects Whitehaven Road on the
edge of the community of Whitehaven, Wicomico County, Maryland. The
two-and-a-half story frame house faces east with the gable roof oriented
on a north/south axis.
Dated to 1901 by an inscription in the south chimney stack, the
two-and-a-half story, center hall, single-pile frame house is supported on a
low brick foundation, and the exterior is clad with plain weatherboards.
The steeply pitched asphalt shingle roof has extended eaves with exposed
and decorated rafter feet. Attached to the back of the main block is a
two-and-a-half story kitchen.
The east (main) elevation is a symmetrical five-bay elevation with a
restored turned post porch sheltering the center three bays. The entrance
retains an elaborate etched glass front door that has decorative square
panels below the lock rail. Elaborate Victorian door knobs and face plates
remain in place.
Fixed above the door is a narrow transom fitted with
patterned translucent glass. The window openings on the first and second
floors are filled with single-pane sash. Centered on the roof is a steeply
pitched cross-gable pierced by a triangular colored glass window surrounded
by fishscale shingles.
Rising through the roof are two chimney stacks.
The north stack has been rebuilt to serve a wood stove insert.
The north gable end is marked by a pair of single-pane sash
windows that light the first and second floors, and a single window pierces
the upper gable. The south gable end, on the other hand, is extended by
a two-story bay window.
The ext_ended eaves above the bay retain
decorative Victorian sawnwork.
The two-and-a-half story rear wing is three bays across by one room
deep, and shingle-story enclosed shed roofed sections extend the kitchen to
each side. Single-pane sash windows light the first and second floors, and
dormers have been added to the roof.
The interior has survived with a large portion of its turn of the
twentieth century woodwork intact.
The center hall is fitt~d wtth a
turned baluster staircase with a boldly turned newel post and. a diagonal
molded stringer. Bulls-eye corner block surrounds frame the door openings.
A brick hearth has been added to the north room, and the mantel has been
removed from the room south of the hall.
The south bedroom on the
second floor has a period mantel with turned spindle columns that rise to
a scroll decorated frieze.
Bulls-eye block surrounds frame four-panel
doors. The enclosed attic stair rises behind a beaded board door.
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Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

The Dr. William J. Catlin house is a good example of a dated early
twentieth century ( 1901) farmhouse with its largely intact two-and-a-half,
five-bay, cross-gabled principal elevation and gable ends facades. The date
is scratched on an inside surface of the extant brick chimney. An intact
two-story semi-octagonal bay pavilion, partially sheathed with fishscale
shingles, distinguishes the south gable end. The house is also significant
for many original interior finishes common to turn of the twentieth century
rural domestic architecture of the lower Shore. Most notable is the closed
stringer staircase along with bulls-eye block door and window surrounds.
With its location on the edge of Whitehaven, the Dr. William J. Catlin
house and its surrounding acreage contribute to the village's nineteenth
century character and the property provides an important visual anchor.
Built in 1901 by Elizabeth A. G. Catlin for her son, Dr. William J.
Catlin, this two-and-a-half story dwelling was left to him in her will of
1908.(LJG 1/358) In her words she stated,
I give and devise unto my said son William J. Catlin for his natural
life but no longer and at his death unto his son William G. Catlin in
fee simple •••• all that parcel of land belonging to me whereon said
William J. Catlin now resides situate in said village of White Haven"
True to Elizabeth's bequest, the property remained in
son, William J. Catlin, and then her grandson, William
sold the property in 1930 to Raymond T. Robertson, (IDT
family the property remained for thirty-four years. (JWTS

the hands of her
G. Catlin, until he
164/349) in whose
588/186)

Due to the distinctive architectural character of this house along
with its pivotal location, the property deserves listing in Category A,
which identifies properties that must be preserved since they are
historically significant and exhibit many good architectural details
representative of a period of architectural design and at the same time
contribute uniquely and superlatively to the character of the historic
district.
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Whitehaven, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain-of-title

1196/446

Thurlow C. Leister
to

10/12/1989

David W. Scott
Doris Jean Fitch Scott
15.22 acres

JWTS 588/ 186

Raymond T. Robertson
Elsie M. Robertson
to

6/29/ 1964

Thurlow C.

Leister

Parcel I and Parcel 2
Parcel I containing 9 acres known as
William G. Catlin Homeplace

IDT

164/349

William G.
William B.

Catlin of Montgomery Co.
Catlin

the

Pa.

to
7 /31/ 1930

Raymond T.

Robertson

"William J.

LJG

1/358-59

Catlin Homeplace"

Last will and testament of
Elizabeth A. G. Catlin
to

Written
12/2/ 1908

William G.

Catlin

Second item:

I give and devise unto my said
son William J. Catlin for and
during his natural life but no
longer and at his death unto his
son William G. Catlin in fee simple
all that lot of land known asthe
"Flag Pole Lot" and sometimes called
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WILLIAM J. CATLIN HOUSE
Whitehaven, Wicomico County, Maryland
Chain of title continued

Page 2

Lot No.
containing one-fourth of an
acre, situate in the town or village of
White Haven, aforesaid, at the intersection
of the street and the lane which said lane
leads to my residence, and also all that
parcel of land belonging to me whereon
said William J. Catlin now resides situate
in said village of White Haven and bounded
on the north by the lands of Eugene Taylor,
on the east by the county road, the
Methodist Episcopal Church, and the lot of
George H. Laremore on the south ...

SPT 3/285

Walter A.
Amanda M.

Billingham
Billingham

to
9/27/1879

Elizabeth A.

G.

Catlin

"Bolton" the same being the farm whereon we
the said Walter and Amanda do now reside and all
of the same which was conveyed to Amanda M.
Yelloly by Price J. Patton & wife Margaret ...
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