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Captain Marcellus Jones House (Dorsz House, Horsey House)

Architectural Survey File

This is the architectural survey file for this MIHP record. The survey file is organized reverse-
chronological (that is, with the latest material on top). It contains all MIHP inventory forms, National
Register nomination forms, determinations of eligibility (DOE) forms, and accompanying documentation
such as photographs and maps.

Users should be aware that additional undigitized material about this property may be found in on-site
architectural reports, copies of HABS/HAER or other documentation, drawings, and the “vertical files” at
the MHT Library in Crownsville. The vertical files may include newspaper clippings, field notes, draft
versions of forms and architectural reports, photographs, maps, and drawings. Researchers who need a
thorough understanding of this property should plan to visit the MHT Library as part of their research
project; look at the MHT web site (mht.maryland.gov) for details about how to make an appointment.

All material is property of the Maryland Historical Trust.

Last Updated: 08-29-2003



wIi-187 c. 1811-12

Captain Marcellus Jones House

Whitehaven

Private

Situated on the corner of River and Church streets in the center of
Whitehaven, the Captain Marcellus Jones house is a prominent two-story,
three-bay frame dwelling. Dated by chain of title research to 1811-12,
the side hall/double-pile structure stands out as a well-developed and well-
built example of early nineteenth century Federal domestic architecture.
Raised on a high common bond brick foundation, the main block is
distinguished by a pair of brick chimneys that rise through the gable end
and ovolo molded surrounds that frame the window openings. A layer of
aluminum siding covers the main block as well as a two-story rear wing

which dates from the mid nineteenth century. The interior boasts finely

executed examples of Federal woodwork.

Construction of this prominent frame house is dated to 1811-12
during the short ownership of Lazarus Horsey, who acquired this waterfront
lot in August 1811 from George Robertson. Transferred for $300, the lot
was improved within the year by Lazarus Horsey, who sold the property
the following August for $1800. The substantial increase in value and the
relatively large transfer price in 1812 convincingly document the
construction of the Federal dwelling. Matilda Lucas Hyland purchased the
property in 1812, but a year later her executor sold the house and lot to
Marcellus Jones for $1700. Captain Marcellus Jones (1796-1846) married
Mary Hughes (1792-1863) in January 1815, and the couple evidently resided
in the house until the mid-nineteenth century. Four years following

Captain Jones's death in 1846, Mary Hughes Jones, aged 57, is grouped in
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the 1850 U. S. census with Hezekiah W. C. Jones, a 26-year old sailor,

along with Thomas Bell, aged 16, and Mary Porter, aged 60.

However, by the mid 1850s the property was out of Jones family
control since it was sold by George R. Dennis to George Price in February
1855. In addition to the house and lot the plantation known as '"Bolton"
was included in the transfer. A deed between Dennis and Price was not
recorded due to outstanding debts owed on the property. With George
Price's death the mortgaged lands were involved in a Chancery Court case

in order to reach an equitable settlement of the estate.

John W. Crisfield, the trustee in the court case, was empowered to
sell the Price property in "White Haven'" at auction. On July 24, 1867,
the house and lot were sold to Charles T. Marshall. The property remained
in Marshall family hands for a few years until Charles Marshall's death,

after which his wife Priscilla sold the house and lot in 1874.

The corner lot, which extended back to the county road and
contained one and three-quarters of an acre, was subdivided during the
late nineteenth century in order to provide building lots for new houses
along what was then known as Locust Street. One of the long-time
owners of the house and lot was the Dolbey (also Dolby) family, who first
acquired interest in the property in 1874. On December 30, 1889, William
H. Dolbey purchased the old Jones-Price house and maintained ownership
until his death in 1945 when the property was passed to his wife Mildred
W. Dolbey, who retained title to the house and lot for another seven

years.




HISTORIC CONTEXT INFORMATION

Resource Name: DORSZ HOUSE

MHT Inventory Number: WI-187

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN DATA:

1) Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture

2) Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore

3) Chronological/Development Period(s):

Rural Agrarian Intensification
1680-1815

4) Resource Type(s): Single-family dweling




Survey No.

WI-1
Ml:m_AND INVENTORY oF o
. . OR Magl No.
Maryland Historical Trust IC PROPERTIES
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _ no
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)
historic CAPTAIN MARCELLUS JONES HOUSE, LAZARUS HORSEY HOUSE
and/or common DORSZ HOUSE
2. Location
street & number 23812 River Street ___ not for publication
city, town Whitehaven ____ vicinity of congressional district  First
state Maryland county Wicomico
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
____ district —___ public X __ occupied ____agriculture ____ museum
_X building(s) _X_ private ____ unoccupied —__ commercial — park
— structure _ both ____work in progress ___educational _X _private residence
____ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment __ religious
- _ object ____in process X yes: restricted - government ____ scientific
___ being considered ____yes: unrestricted —__industrial transportation
_xnot applicable __ no ___ military ___other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Corilla B. Dorsz
street & number 3820 Ingomar Street, N.W. telephone no.:
city, town Washington, D. C. state and zip code 20015

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds,etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber582 Map 65
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 318 P. 32
city, town Salisbury state MD 21801

6. Representation in Existing =nistorical surveys

title

date _ federal ___state __county ___local

pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WI-187

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaltered x original site

—_good ____ruins X __ altered ____moved date of move
_X_fair — unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Dorsz house, historically known as the Captain Marcellus ]Jones
house, stands on the northeast corner of the intersection of River and
Church streets in the center of Whitehaven, Wicomico County,
Maryland. The two-story side hall/double-pile frame dwelling faces
south with the gable roof oriented on an east/west axis.

Dated to 1811-12, the two-story, three-bay, double-pile main
house is supported on a raised common bond brick foundation, and the
exterior is uniformly sheathed with aluminum siding. The steeply
pitched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the
back of the early nineteenth century main block is a mid nineteenth
two-story service wing. A rusticated concrete block wall extends
across the front of the lot along River Street.

The south (main) facade is a three-bay elevation partially
covered by a Tuscan columned front porch that shelters the first floor
and extends around the east gable end as well. The front wall of
the three-course common bond foundation is pierced by grilled cellar
windows with diamond cross-sectioned bars. Alternate bars are iron in
contrast to wood. The main entrance to the house is located in the
west end bay and it is sheltered by the Tuscan columned porch, which
has been enclosed. Single-pane sash fill the first floor window
openings, and three single-pane sash windows light the second floor.
The window openings are framed with an ovolo molded backband.

The west gable end of the main block has a symmetrical
fenestration with two single-pane sash windows lighting the first and
second floors. Ovolo molded backbands trim the window surrounds,
which have a beaded inside edge as well. A large cellar opening
pierces the foundation wall, and a vertical board door provides access.
Piercing the upper gable end is a six-over-six sash window. The gable
end is finished with a slightly extended eave.

The east gable end is sheltered on the first floor by the Tuscan
columned porch, which shelters single-pane sash windows on the first
floor. Single-pane sash windows light the second floor as well and
each window opening is trimmed with an ovolo backband. Rising
through the gable end is a pair of interior brick chimney stacks.

The north (rear) wall is partially covered by the two-story, two-
bay by one-room service wing, which is pierced by two-over-two sash
windows. An interior end brick stove chimney rises through the gable
end. Extending northward from the service wing is a low single-story

addition that appears to connect a small frame outbuilding. A single-
story garage is also located on the lot.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. WI-187

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

—prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ___ landscape architecture____ religion

- -1400-1499 ____ archeology-historic _____conservation —_law — science

1500-1599 ___ agriculture —__ economics —literature — sculpture

___1600-1699 _*_ architecture —_ education — military —_ social/

___1700-1799 ___ art ____engineering —_._music humanitarian

_X_1800-1899 ___ commerce —__ exploration/settlement __ philosophy — theater

— 1900- —___ communications — industry —_politics/government ____ transportation
____invention —__ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A _ B _xC _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national __ state x local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Situated on the corner of River and Church streets in the center of
Whitehaven, the Captain Marcellus Jones house is a prominent two-story,
three-bay frame dwelling. Dated by chain of title research to 1811-12,
the side hall/double-pile structure stands out as a well-developed and well-
built example of early nineteenth century Federal domestic architecture.
Raised on a high common bond brick foundation, the main block is
distinguished by a pair of brick chimneys that rise through the gable end
and ovolo molded surrounds that frame the window openings. A layer of
aluminum siding covers the main block as well as a two-story rear wing
which dates from the mid nineteenth century. The interior boasts finely
executed examples of Federal woodwork.

Construction of this prominent frame house is dated to 1811-12
during the short ownership of Lazarus Horsey, who acquired this waterfront
lot in August 1811 from George Robertson. (Somerset Land Record, U/174)
Transferred for $300, the lot was improved within the year by Lazarus
Horsey, who sold the property the following August for $1800. (Somerset
Land Record, U/313) The substantial increase in value and the relatively
large transfer price in 1812 convincingly document the construction of the
Federal dwelling. Matilda Lucas Hyland purchased the property in 1812,
but a year later her executor sold the house and lot to Marcellus Jones
for $1700. (Somerset Land Record, JP 1/246) Captain Marcellus Jones
(1796-1846) married Mary Hughes (1792-1863) in January 1815, and the
couple evidently resided in the house until the mid-nineteenth century.
Four years following
aged %’7, is groupeg in t gaiIBISJOII}eSSS c%%%ﬁls gllt}llgﬁgzelhgf:}? v}lu%hesor{grsl’es,
6236—year: old sailor, along with Thomas Bell, aged 16, and Mary Porter, aged
0.

However, by the mid 1850s the property was out of Jones family
control since it was sold by George R. Dennis to George Price in February
1855. In addition to the house and lot the plantation known as "Bolton"
was included in the transfer. A deed between Dennis and Price was not
recorded due to outstanding debts owed on the property. With George
Price's death the mortgaged lands were involved in a Chancery Court case
in order to reach an equitable settlement of the estate. (Somerset

Chancery Case-Sarah R. Price vs. Georgeanna Price)
(continued)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-187

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property

Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References (o NOT complete UTM references ‘ _ .
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Verbal boundary description and justification '

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization P. 0. Box 5 date 9/14/94

street & number telephone 9410) 651-1094

city or town Westover state MD 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of
individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Tr HISTORICAL TRUST
Shaw House DHCP/DHCD
21 State Cipet® 100 COMMUNITY PLACE
Annapo Maryland 21401 CROWNSVLLE, MD 21032-2023
269-2438 © 5147600

PS-2746
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Statement of Significance (continued)
Captain Marcellus Jones House

John W. Crisfield, the trustee in the court case, was empowered to
sell the Price property in 'White Haven" at auction. On July 24, 1867,
the house and lot were sold to Charles T. Marshall.(Somerset Land Record,
LW 10/655) The property remained in Marshall family hands for a few
years until Charles Marshall's death, after which his wife Priscilla sold the
house and lot in 1874.(Wicomico Land Record, SPT 1/277)

The corner lot, which extended back to the county road and
contained one and three-quarters of an acre, was subdivided during the
late nineteenth century in order to provide building lots for new house
along what was then known as Locust Street. One of the long-time
owners of the house and lot was the Dolbey (also Dolby) family, who first
acquired interest in the property in 1874.(Wicomico Land Record, SPT
1/277) On December 30, 1889, William H. Dolbey purchased the old Jones-
Price house and maintained ownership until his death in 1945 when the
property was passed to his wife Mildred W. Dolbey, who retained title to
the house and lot for another seven years.(Wicomico Land Record, JWTS

342/183)
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Captain Marcellus Jones House

23812 River Street

Whitehaven, Maryland

Chain of title

582/318

4/16/1964

JWTS 342/183

7/7/1952

FMS 6/132

12/30/1889

SPT 4/260

8/17/1881

C. Melvin Caddell
Adele Dolbey Caddell

to

Edmund J. Dorsz
Corilla B. Dorsz

Mildred W. Dolbey
to

C. Melvin Caddell
Adele Dolbey Caddell

William K. Leatherbury
Lillian M. Leatherbury

to

William H. Dolbey

and which was conveyed to the said Mildred
W. Dolbey by the said William H. Dolbey by
the third item of a deed dated 12/19/1945,
JWTS 273/307 $1050.00

Stephen W. Dolbey
Henrietta Dolbey

to

William K. Leatherbury

$800.00 2 acres

all that lot of ground lying between the lot
of Captain Zacchius Taylor on the east and
the lot of Mrs. Dolly Palmer on the west the
same being situated in the village of White
Haven on the north side of the Wicomico River
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Captain Marcellus Jones House
Chain of title continued

SPT 1/277

11/2/1874

Somerset County
Land Record
LW 10/655

7/24/1867

Somerset County
Land Record
LW 10/318-19

2/20/1867

Priscilla V. Marshall

(whereas Charles T. Marshall deceased in
his last will and testament authorized and
empowered his wife the said Priscilla V.
Marshall to sell and coney his real estate
recorded in SCL 5/289)

to

Noah J. Tilghman, George H. Robertson,
John W. Wingate, Ware Wainright, Joseph S.
Webster, Ernest Riall, Stephen W. Dolbey-

all that house and lot in the town of
White Haven whereon Elias W. Taylor now
resides and which is more fully described
by survey in a plat marked no. 3 in the
proceedings in No. 435 Chancery Docket of
Somerset County

John W. Crisfield, Trustee
to

Charles T. Marshall

purchased by auction as a result of Chancery
case to settle a equity case between Sarah
R. Price, complainant and Georgeanna Price
Defendant....to be sold the real estate of
George Price, deceased....

George R. Dennis, Frederick County
to

John W. Crisfield,

Whereas the said George R. Dennis on or
about the 23rd of February 1855 sold to
George Price, late of Somerset County,
deceased allthat farm in Somerset County
called Bolton....and also the house and lot
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Captain Marcellus Jones House
Chain of title continued

Somerset County
Land Record
JP 1/246

8/18/1813

Somerset County
Land Record
10/5/1813

10/5/1813

in the village of White Haven which
formerly belonged to Marcellus Jones and
the said George Price agreed to pay

for the said land....

Samuel Holbrook, Executor of Matilda
L. Hyland

to

Marcellus Jones

$1700 ...a certain lott of ground situate
being and lying in Somerset County

on the north side of Wicomico River

at a place formerly called the Lower
ferry now known by the name of White
Haven it being a lott of ground lately
possessed adn occupied by the said
Matilda L. Hyland deceased adjoining

a lott of ground formerly sold to
George Aires and by said Aires to
Thomas Jones and by him transferred to
Alexander Stewart...

Lazarus Horsey
to

Marcellus Jones

$200 a certain lott of ground....on the
north side of Wicomico River at a
place called the Lower ferry now
known by the name of White Haven, it
being a lott of ground lately possessed
by said Lazarus Horsey adjoining a lot
of ground formerly sold to George Aires
and by the said Aires to Thomas Jones
and by him transferred to Alexander
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Captain Marcellus Jones House
Chain of title continued

Somerset County

Land Record
U/313

8/8/1812

Somerset County

Land Record
U/ 174

8/10/1811

Stewart...Beginning at the westermost side
of the last described lott at the corner

of the Garden lately possessed and occupied
by Matilda L. Hyland, and sold by Samuel
Holbrook, exec. of the said Matilda L. Hyland
to the above named Marcellus Jones and
running thence with the back line of said
garden for the breadth ninety feet and nine
inches from thence north eleven degrees west
by and with the divisional line as now
enclosed by George Robertson lott continuing
with the said fence until it intersects the
county road that leads to the ferry wharf,
and by and with the said road until it
intersects a line of the aforesaid Lott of
Ground that belonged to Alexander Stewart

Lazarus Horsey
to

Matilda Lucus Hyland

$1800.00 a house and lott situated and
lying in Somerset County on Wicomico
on the north side of said river,
formerly called the Lower ferry,
now known and distinguished by the
name of White Haven it being a house
lott sold by George Robertson to
said Lazarus Horsey

George Robertson
to

Lazarus Horsey
$300.00

Captain Marcellus Jones (1796-1846) married Mary Hughes

in January

1815
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