WI-234 c. 1840
Mills-Phippin House

Allen

Private

Clearly one of the oldest structures to remain standing in the village of Allen, the Mills-
Phippin house is a story-and-a-half frame structure dating from the second quarter of the
nineteenth century. Covered by a steeply pitched gable roof, the main block is served
by a centrally positioned brick chimney. Small knee wall windows light the second
floor bedrooms. The portion of the house north of the chimney, and a single story
section to the south, are reported to predate the rest of the structure. The second story on
the south end wing was raised to meet the main roofline. During the past ten years the
house has been remodeled with the addition of front and rear porches and the
introduction of replacement windows and vinyl siding.

The mid-nineteenth century land record research for this lot is vague due to an
interrupted chain of title. The earliest confirmed deed for this parcel, identified as the
“Porter Lot” or the part of the “Isaac D. Jones Lot,” documents the transfer of the house
and land between Benjamin F. Messick and Martha Mills. Indicated on the Lake,
Griffing, and Stevenson atlas of 1877, B. F. Mezick (Messick) is designated as the
owner, although his residence was located at the south end of the village. He is listed in
the atlas patron list as a farmer with 85 acres. However, the 1870 United States census

records his profession as a carpenter. He probably mastered both carpentry and farming
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in order to make a living on the lower Eastern Shore during the second half of the
nineteenth century. His real estate at the time was valued at $1,000 with personal
property estimated at $200.

The house and lot were sold to Martha Mills in 1887 and fifteen years later it
passed to her son-in-law, Elihu Phippin. Elihu Phippin, a farmer as indicated in the
1900 United States, resided here with his wife, Annie, and stepson, Clifton Mills. The
house and lot remained in Phippin family tenure until the late 1940s when a court
settlement forced its sale. In 1956, the house and lot were purchased by Richard S.

Bounds, in whose family the property remained until the early 1980s.




MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION

RESOURCE NAME: Mills-Phippin House

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-234

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture
2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore
3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Agricultural-Industrial Transition

1815-1870

4. Resource Type(s): Single-family dwelling
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Surv No.

ey WI-234
Magi No.
DOE yes no

1.

(indicate preferred name)

historic

Mills-Phippin House

and/or common

2-

Location

street & number

3474 Allen Road

—__ not for publication

city, town Allen ___ vicinity of congressional district First

state Maryland county Wicomico

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

district: — public _X_ occupied ____ agriculture ____ museum

__" building(s) x  private ——_ unoccupied ___ commercial — park

____ structure ____both ___ work in progress ___ educational _x__ private residence

—__ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_religious

— object ____in process _X_yes: restricted ___ government ____scientific
—_ being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ___industrial transportation
_x_not applicable ___no ____military —__other:

4- Owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name

Judy A. Peterson

street & number

3474 Allen Road

telephone no.:

city, town Allen state and zip code Maryland 21810

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1326
Map 56, P. 194, Lot 1

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 616

city, town Salisbury state MD 21801

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date — federal ___ _state ___ county ___ local

-“ Jository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No. WI-234

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent ____deteriorated ____ unaitered X original site

_X% good —___ruins _%_altered —_ moved date of move
— fair _ unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The Elihu Phippin house, also known as the Mills-Phippin house, is located at 3474 Allen
Road at the intersection of Residential Drive in the village of Allen, Wicomico County,
Maryland. The story-and-a-half frame house faces east with the gable roof oriented on a
north/south axis.

Estimated to date around 1850, the story-and-a-half frame house is supported by a
brick pier foundation and it sheathed with a layer of vinyl siding. The steeply pitched
gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Standing behind the house is a single-story
garage.

The east (main) elevation is an asymmetrical facade with a side entrance and
flanking six-over-six sash windows which are replacements. The entrance is filled as well
by a replacement door. Sheltering the first floor is a modern (1988) square post front porch
covered by a nearly flat roof. The second floor is lighted by small, square proportioned
windows which are replacements as well. The base to the roof is finished with a boxed
cornice. An interior brick chimney rises through the roof.

The north gable end of the house is marked by a paired six-over-six sash window
on the first floor and a single four-over-four sash window on the second floor. The end of
roof is finished with an extended eave with short returns at the base.

A shed roof porch covers the west (rear) wall of the main block, which is pierced
on the first floor by glazed door and adjacent replacement window. The second floor is

lighted by two squarish windows filled with new sash.

Attached to the south gable end of the house is a single-story wing covered by a
nearly flat roof. A paired window marks the gable end above the kitchen wing.

The interior was not seen.



8. Significance Survey No. WI-234

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture ___ religion

-~ -1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic — - conservation —law — science

1500-1599 ____ agriculture —___ economics —literature —— sculpture

— 1600-1699 _x architecture __ education —— military — social/

— 1700-1799 ____art —engineering — music humanitarian

X_1800-1899 ___ commerce —— exploration/settlement ___ philosophy — theater

— 1900~ —__ communications — industry — politics/government ____ transportation
—_invention — other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect

check: Applicable Criteria: _A __B _*C _ D

and/or

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _*local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Clearly one of the oldest structures to remain standing in the village of Allen, the Mills-
Phippin house is a story-and-a-half frame structure dating from the second quarter of the
nineteenth century. Covered by a steeply pitched gable roof, the main block is served
by a centrally positioned brick chimney. Small knee wall windows light the second
floor bedrooms. The portion of the house north of the chimney, and a single story
section to the south, are reported to predate the rest of the structure. The second story on
the south end wing was raised to meet the main roofline. During the past ten years the
house has been remodeled with the addition of front and rear porches and the
introduction of replacement windows and viny! siding.

The mid-nineteenth century land record research for this lot is vague due to an
interrupted chain of title. The earliest confirmed deed for this parcel, identified as the
“Porter Lot” or the part of the “Isaac D. Jones Lot,” documents the transfer of the house
and land between Benjamin F. Messick and Martha Mills. (Wicomico County Land
Record, FMS 2/456) Indicated on the Lake, Griffing, and Stevenson atlas of 1877,

B. F. Mezick (Messick) is designated as the owner, although his residence was located
at the south end of the village. He is listed in the atlas patron list as a farmer with 85
acres. However, the 1870 United States census records his profession as a carpenter.
(Shivers, p. 325. Ninth Census of the United States, Population Schedule for Wicomico
County) He probably mastered both carpentry and farming in order to make a living on
the lower Eastern Shore during the second half of the nineteenth century. His real
estate at the time was valued at $1,000 with personal property estimated at $200.

The house and lot were sold to Martha Mills in 1887 and fifteen years later it
passed to her son-in-law, Elihu Phippin. (Shivers, p. 235) Elihu Phippin, a farmer as
indicated in the 1900 United States, resided here with his wife, Annie, and stepson,
Clifton Mills. (Shivers, p. 353, Twelfth Census of the United States, Population
Schedule for Wicomico County) The house and lot remained in Phippin family
tenure until the late 1940s when a court settlement forced its sale.(Wicomico County
Land Record, 311/514) In 1956, the house and lot were purchased by Richard S.
Bounds, in whose family the property remained until the early 1980s.

The house deserves listing in Category B, particularly due to its significance as
one of the oldest structures remaining in the village. The Mills-Phippin house
contributes to the historic nature of the village.



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-234

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale
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street & number P O Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094
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The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
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WI-234
Mills-Phippin House
3474 Allen Road

Allen, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title

1326/616

2/12/1993

AJS 1029/48

1/30/1985

998/370

9/29/1983

AJS 996/782

7/20/1983

Ephraim Adkins
to

Judith Ann Peterson

described as Lot No. 1 of Block A of
"Passerdyke Village Section One" on a Plat
thereof by Harold W. Hampshire 6/25/1990
MSB 8/17-65

M. Wilson Snow
William Perry Desmond, Trustee

to

Ephraim Adkins
Plat AJS 7/89-354

Robert E. Bounds
to

Robert E. Bounds
Valerie L. Bounds

Reservation of a life estate of Mary Louise
Insley Bounds

Richard S. Bounds
Mary Louise Insley Bounds

to

Richard S. Bounds
Mary Louise Insley Bounds

"Porter Lot" "Isaac D. Jones Lot"
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Mills-Phippin House

3474 Allen Road

Allen, Wicomico County, Maryland

Chain of title continued

JWTS 584/26 Carroll E. Bounds
Irene S. Bounds
to
4/10/1964 Richard S. Bounds

Mary Louise Insley Bounds

JWTS 584/24 Richard S. Bounds
Mary Loiuse Insley Bounds
J. Harold Bounds
Joie R. Rounnds

to

4/10/1964 Carroll E. Bounds

JWTS 405/188 W. F. Messick Ice Company
to

3/2/1956 Richard S. Bounds

H. Harold Bounds

JWTS 311/514 Seth B. Taylor
Carroll E. Bounds, Trustees
to
9/9/1949 W. F. Messick Ice Company $ 1875.00

Decree of Circuit Court 5/20/1949
- Daisy R. Davidson and others omplainants
- Annie Phippin and others defendants

No. 7702 Chancery Case
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Mills-Phippin House

3474 Allen Road

Chain of title continued

FMS 2/456 Benjamin F. Messick
Mary I. Messick
to
6/11/1887 Martha Mills
$250 "pPorter Lot"

"Isaac D. Jones Lot"
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Mills-Phippin House
3474 Allen Road

Allen, Wicomico County, Maryland

Eden, Maryland Quadrangle
1983
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