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Bailey's Chance 
Allen 
Private 

c. 1870 

The two-story, three-bay frame farmhouse that stands on the north side of Allen along 

Post Office Road dates to the third quarter of the nineteenth century. The exterior 

architectural features comfortably date the house to the 1870s during the residency of 

Simeon and Levi Malone, who are listed in the same household in the 1870 United 

States census. Simeon L. Malone is designated at this site on the Lake, Griffing, and 

Stevenson atlas, published in 1877, and he is included in the patron list as a farmer 

owning 175 acres. The land was patented in the mid eighteenth century as "Bailey's 

Chance." 

The extant farmhouse follows a common nineteenth century architectural form for 

the region with its center hall/single-pile main block served by two-story dining 

room/kitchen wing. A two-story porch, attached to the west side of the rear wing has 

been enclosed. The main block retains six-over-six sash windows and interior end brick 

chimneys. Also standing on the property is a mid-nineteenth century mortise-and-tenon 

frame outbuilding, probably an old kitchen. 

Simeon Levi Malone left the left to his three sons through his will, proved in 
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1891. He directed that: 

I will, devise, and bequeath all my lands and premises improved and unimproved 
to my three sons, Simeon F. Malone, Levi A. Malone, and George T. Malone, 
share and share alike, paying unto my four daughters, Mary V. Turner, Sally 
A. Malone, Elizabeth Ellen Malone, and Emma L. Malone each the sum of 
one hundred and fifty dollars in three annual installments of fifty dollars to each 
one in each of three successive years 

In 1904, the property was conveyed to Elias H. Nichols in the wake of a Circuit 

Court settlement. Fifty-five years later, in September 1959, Elias H. Nichols sold the 

farm to James L. And Lulu Lee Fields. 
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MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION 

RESOURCE NAME: ___ M_a_lo_n_e_F_a_r_m __ "_B_a_i_l_e....;..y_'_s_C_h_a_n_c_e_'_' -------

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-243 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 
Agriculture 

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore 

3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Agricultural-Industrial Transition 
1815-1870 

4. Resource Type(s): Single-family farmhouse 

Outbuilding-kitchen 



Survey No. 
WI-243 

• • MARYLAND INVENTORY OF 
Marylan_d H1~tor!cal Trust -~lllSTORiC ppcor'(''~: 

Magi No. 

State H1stor1c Sites Inventory torm DOE _yes no 

1. Name {indicate preferred name} 

historic "Bailey's Chance" Levi Malone Farm 

and/or common Fields Farmhouse 

2. Location 

street & number 3570 Post Office Road 

city, town Allen 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
_district­
~ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
__ object 

Ownership 
_public 
~private 

_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~ot applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
~occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_ work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_yes: unrestricted 
_no 

congressional district 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
~ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_not for publication 

First 

_museum 
_park 
_x private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of ~ owners) 

name James L. and Lula L. Fields 

street & number 3570 Post Office Road telephone no. : 

city, town Allen state and zip code Maryland 21810 

5. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse 

city, town Salisbury state 

Map 56, P 54 
liber 485 

folio 163 

MD 21801 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

tltle 

date _federal _state _county _local 

Jposltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
2S._good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Cl'eck one 
_ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. WI-243 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Fields farmhouse, also known as the Levi Malone farm, is comprised of land 
known as "Bailey's Chance," and it located at 3570 Post Office Road on the northern 
edge of the village of Allen, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story, three-bay 
frame farmhouse faces southeast with the gable roof oriented on a northeast/southwest 
axis. 

Dating to around 1870, the two-story, three-bay center hall frame dwelling is 
supported by a brick pier foundation, and the exterior is covered with vinyl siding. The 
steeply pitched gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Attached to the back of the 
main block is a two-story, four-bay dining room/kitchen wing. A group of wagon sheds 
stand north of the house. Standing a short distance off the northwest comer of the house 
is a single-story mortise-and-tenon frame outbuilding. 

The two-story, three-bay south (main) facade is covered on the first floor by an 
enclosed hip roof front porch. The second floor is lighted by three evenly spaced six­
over-six sash windows. Finishing the base of the roof is a boxed cornice. 

The northeast and southwest gable ends are essentially alike with two six-over­
six sash windows on each floor that flank an interior end brick stove chimney. The attic 
is lighted by small two-over-two windows. An extended eave with returns at the base 
trim the edge of the roof. 

The northwest (rear) elevation is covered in part by the two-story, four-bay, 
single-pile dining room/kitchen wing. A two-story shed roof porch extends from the 
southwest side, and the former porch has been enclosed. There are two small rooms at 
the end of the porch, one on each floor. Rising through the service wing is an interior 
brick stove chimney. A modem brick chimney rises against the gable end, which is 
pierced by a single six-over-six sash window on each floor. The northeast side of the 
dining room/kitchen wing is marked by a large picture window on the first floor along 
with two six-over-six sash windows. The second floor is lighted by four six-over-six 
sash. 

The interior was not seen. 

The single-story, one-room plan outbuilding is a mortise-and-tenon frame 
structure supported on a brick pier foundation and sheathed with T-111 vertical board 
siding. The steeply pitched roof is covered with corrugated tin. A door pierces the 
northeast wall. 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-243 

Period Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_ prehistoric 
--- - 1400-1499 

_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ arc:heology-historic _conservation _ law _ science 

- 1500-1599 _agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
_1600-1699 
_170~1799 

-X-- 180~ 1899 
_190~ 

___x__ architecture _ education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _ engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _ transportation 

_ invention _other (specify) 

Specific dates Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B xc D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a stumnary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and 
support. 

The two-story, three-bay frame farmhouse that stands on the north side of Allen along 
Post Office Road dates to the third quarter of the nineteenth century. The exterior 
architectural features comfortably date the house to the 1870s during the residency of 
Simeon and Levi Malone, who are listed in the same household in the 1870 United 
States census. Simeon L. Malone is designated at this site on the Lake, Griffing, and 
Stevenson atlas, published in 1877, and he is included in the patron list as a farmer 
owning 175 acres. The land was patented in the mid eighteenth century as "Bailey's 
Chance." 

The extant farmhouse follows a common nineteenth century architectural form for 
the region with its center hall/single-pile main block served by two-story dining 
room/kitchen wing. A two-story porch, attached to the west side of the rear wing has 
been enclosed. The main block retains six-over-six sash windows and interior end brick 
chimneys. Also standing on the property is a mid-nineteenth century mortise-and-tenon 
frame outbuilding, probably an old kitchen. 

The farmhouse falls into Category C, which identifies properties where alterations 
should be considered carefully since the property retains portions of original fabric and it 
contributes to the historic nature of the village. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-243 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property ________ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 
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Verbal boundary description and justification 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 11/10/95 

street & number p_ 0. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 21871 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

return to: Maryland Historical 
Shaw House 
21 Stat 
An olis, Maryland 21401 

301) 269-2438 

t.WV1.AND H!STOR:CAL TkUST 
DHCP/OHCD 

lOO COMMUNITY PlACE 
~#MD 21032-2C23 

-614-7600 
PS-2746 
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WI-243 
Bailey's Chance 
3570 Post Office Road 
Allen, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

485/163 

9/5/1959 

EAT 39/283 

2/27/1904 

ELW 1/238 

Written 
7/23/1888 
Proved 
5/14/1891 

Elias H. Nichols 

to 

James L. Fields 
Lulu Lee Fields 

L. Atwood Bennett, Trustee 

to 

Elias H. Nichols 

Whereas by Decree of Circuit Court 

9/22/1902 $1950.00 

120 acres "Bailey's Chance" 

Last Will and Testament 
of Levi Malone 

to 

George T. Malone 
Simeon F. Malone 
Levi A. Malone 

3rd Item: I will and devise, and bequeath 
all my lands and premises improved 
and unimproved to my three sons 
Simeon F. Malone, Levi A. Malone 
and George T. Malone, share and 
share alike, paying unto my four 
daughters Mary V. Turner, Sally 
A. Malone, Elizabeth Ellen Malone, 
and Emma L. Malone each the sum of 
one hundred and fifty dollars in 
three annual installments of fifty 
dollars to each one in each of three 
successive years 
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