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WI-255 
Jay Williams House 
Salisbury 
Private 

1886-87 

Built in 1886 for attorney Jay Williams and his wife Blanche, this two-story, gable-front frame 

house differs distinctly from many of the late nineteenth-century houses that define Newtown's 

historic district. In contrast to the asymmetrical plans and multiple layers of various exterior 

surfaces characteristic of nearby Queen Anne and picturesque houses of the Victorian age is this 

quietly symmetrical gable-front facade that recalls a design tradition popular on the lower 

Eastern Shore during the late eighteenth century and first half of the nineteenth century. 

Particularly distinctive is the temple or gable-front form that was particularly favored among the 

merchants in Princess Anne, Snow Hill, Berlin, and the western Wicomico village of Quantico. 

The Jay Williams house, however, differs from these earlier structures in decorative 

details across its street facade as well as more fundamental features inherent in its overall plan. 

One of the most defining elements is the neoclassical front 

entrance with Tuscan columns that rise to a broken pediment. The entablature stretches several 

feet to each side of the entrance in order to incorporate sidelights and pilasters that flank the front 

door. Unknown to the earlier generation of gable-front houses are the kicked eaves and the 

twelve-over-one sash windows. 

Construction of the Jay Williams house is documented by a short notice in the Salisbury 

Advertiser, which stated on March 3, 1887, ''Jay Williams, Esq. has moved 

in his new dwelling on William Street just finished." The lot was acquired in April 1886 in a 

transfer from George W. and Sophia E. Heam for $250. The low purchase price indicates an 

unimproved lot. Jay Williams was a prominent attorney in Salisbury during the late nineteenth 

and early twentieth centuries. He left his real and personal property to his wife, A. Blanche 

Williams, upon his death in 1933. 



MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION 

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-255 

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE-PLAN DATA 

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture 

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore 

3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Industrial-Urban Dominance 
1870-1930 

4. Resource Type(s): Single-family dwelling 



MARYLAND tNVENTORY OF Survey No. WI-255 

Maryland Historical Trust HISTC~.;c PROPERTIES Magi No. 

State Historic Sites Inventory Form 

1. Name {indicate preferred name) 

historic Jay Williams House 

and/or common 

2. Location 

street&number 201 William Street 

city, town Salisbury 

state Maryland 

3. Classification 
Category 
--x- district 
_ building(s) 
_structure 
_site 
._object 

Ownership 
_public 
_x__ private 
_both 
Public Acquisition 
_in process 
_ being considered 
~not applicable 

_ vicinity of 

county 

Status 
_x_ occupied 
_ unoccupied 
_work in progress 
Accessible 
~ yes: restricted 
_ yes: unrestricted 
_no 

DOE _yes no 

_ not for publication 

congressional district Fi rs t 

Wicomico 

Present Use 
_ agriculture 
_commercial 
_educational 
_ entertainment 
_ government 
_ industrial 
_military 

_museum 
_park 
_ private residence 
_religious 
_ scientific 
_ transportation 
_other: 

4. Owner of Property (give names and mailing addresses of~ owners> 

name Andy and Paula Hepburn 

street & number 201 William Street telephone no.: 410-742-1797 

city, town Salisbury state and zip code Maryland 21801 

S. Location of Legal Description 

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. 
Map 107, P. 684 

Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1 o2 6 

street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 46 

city, town Salisbury state Md 21801 

&. Representation in Existing Historical surveys 

title 

date _federal _state _county _local 

posltory for survey records 

city, town state 



7. Description 

Condition 
_excellent 
~good 
_fair 

Check one 
_ deteriorated _ unaltered 
_ ruins ~altered 
_unexposed 

Check one 
~ original site 
_moved date of move 

Survey No. WI-2 55 

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its 
various elements as it exists today. 

The Jay Williams house is located at 201 East William Street in the heart of the Newtown 
Historic District in Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story, three-bay 
frame house faces south with the principal gable roof oriented on a north/south axis. 

Documented to 1887, the two-story, three-bay, gable-front frame house is 
supported on a low brick foundation, and the exterior is clad with plain weatherboard 
siding. The entire structure follows a rough cruciform shape with the two-story gable 
front main block, a lateral wing on the west side, and a two-story service wing to the rear. 
Trimming the comers of the house are narrow pilasters. The medium pitched roof, 
featuring a kicked eave, is covered with slate. 

The south (main) elevation is a symmetrical three-bay facade with a center 
entrance flanked by twelve-over-one sash windows. The six-panel front door is enhanced 
by a neo-classical Tuscan columned entrance arch and flanking sidelights. On each side 
of the door Tuscan columns rise to a classical frieze and broken pediment. The broken 
pediment arch is executed in a gentle rounded arch rather than a scroll or triangular form. 
The frieze extends farther to each side to incorporate flat paneled pilasters that enclose 
long rectangular sidelights. The flanking twelve-over-one sash windows are framed by a 
wide surround incorporating a slight backhand molding. Shutter hardware remains on 
each window opening, however the shutters have been removed. The second floor is 
lighted by three twelve-over-one sash windows. The center window located directly over 
the front door is slightly wider and framed by a crossetted surround. The twelve-over­
one sash windows to each side are not in direct alignment with the windows below. The 
gable-front is enclosed with a classical pediment, and the tympanum is sheathed with 
plain weatherboards and pierced by a segmental arched lunette. The lunette window is 
divided into four pie-shaped panes with radiating muntins. The edge of the extended 
eave is trimmed with bed and crown moldings. 

The west side of the main block is partially is dominated by the two-story lateral 
wing that extends on a perpendicular axis from the main block. Twelve-over-one sash 
windows light the first and second floors. On the east side a cross gable marks the roof 
slope. Attached to the front or southeast comer of the main block is a single-story hip 
roofed enclosed porch supported by Tuscan columns. A rectangular baluster handrail 
stretches between the posts. Multi-pane glass partitions have been installed between the 
columns. The porch roof is covered with slate. Lighting the second floor are twelve­
over-one sash windows, and a two-story porch is incorporated under the roof slope on the 
west side. 

The interior was not seen 



8. Significance Survey No. WI-255 

Period 
_ prehistoric 
~· 1400-1499 

1500-1599 
_ 1600-1699 
_ 1700-1799 
~ 1800-1899 
_1900-

Specific dates 

Areas of Significance-Check and justify below 
_archeology-prehistoric _community planning _landscape architecture_ religion 
_ archeology-historic _ conservation _ law _ science 
_agriculture _economics _ literature _ sculpture 
____x architecture _education _ military _ social/ 
_ art _engineering _ music humanitarian 
_ commerce _ exploration/settlement _ philosophy _theater 
_ communications _ industry _ politics/government _transportation 

_invention _other (specify) 

Builder/ Architect 

check: Applicable Criteria: 
and/or 

A B xc D 

Applicable Exception: A B C D E F G 

Level of Significance: national state x local 

Prepare both a sununary paragraph of significance and a_ general statement of history and 
support. 

Built in 1886 for attorney Jay Williams and his wife Blanche, this two-story, gable-front 
frame house differs distinctly from many of the late nineteenth-century houses that 
define Newtown's historic district. In contrast to the asymmetrical plans and multiple 
layers of various exterior surfaces characteristic of nearby Queen Anne and picturesque 
houses of the Victorian age is this quietly symmetrical gable-front facade that recalls a 
design tradition popular on the lower Eastern Shore during the late eighteenth century 
and first half of the nineteenth century. Particularly distinctive is the temple or gable­
front form that was particularly favored among the merchants in Princess Anne, Snow 
Hill, Berlin, and the western Wicomico village of Quantico. 

The Jay Williams house, however, differs from these earlier structures in 
decorative details across its street facade as well as more fundamental features inherent 
in its overall plan. One of the most defining elements is the neoclassical front 
entrance with Tuscan columns that rise to a broken pediment. The entablature stretches 
several feet to each side of the entrance in order to incorporate sidelights and pilasters 
that flank the front door. Unknown to the earlier generation of gable-front houses are 
the kicked eaves and the twelve-over-one sash windows. 

Construction of the Jay Williams house is documented by a short notice in the 
Salisbury Advertiser, which stated on March 3, 1887, ''Jay Williams, Esq. has moved 
in his new dwelling on William Street just finished. "1 The lot was acquired in April 
1886 in a transfer from George W. and Sophia E. Heam for $250.2 The low purchase 
price indicates an unimproved lot. Jay Williams was a prominent attorney in Salisbury 
during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. He left his real and personal 
property to his wife, A. Blanche Williams, upon his death in 1933.3 

Due the well preserved nature of this house, it deserves listing in Category A. 

1 Salisbury Advertiser, March 3, 1887. 

2 Wicomico County Land Record, FMS 1/244, 23 April 1886. 
i 

3 Wicomico County Will Book, MNN 1/442, Probated 15 March 1933. 



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-255 

1 O. Geographical Data 
Acreage of nominated property _______ _ 

Quadrangle name ______ _ Quadrangle scale ______ _ 

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references 

ALLJ I I I I I I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

cLLJ ~l ............... __ ...___I ~I_..___.___._..._..--.. 

E L..Ll I I ._I ---...___.___ ........ -'--! 

aLLJ I I ._I_..__..___.___ ....... ~ 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

B w ...... 1 ._I -LI -"-'--'--'' I I I I 
Zone Easting Northing 

oLJJ ~I ~l~ ......... ~l ~I....__.__~.....,.~ 
F LiJ I ~I ....__.____.___ ........ ...__. 
HLi_J 

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries 

state code county code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian 

organization Private Consultant date 11/15/97 

street & number P. O. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094 

city or town Westover state Maryland 

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by 
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated 
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement. 

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and 
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of 
individual property rights. 

21801 

return to: Maryland Historical Trust 
MARYLAND HISTORICAL TRUST 

DHCP/DHCD 
Shaw House 
21 State Circl 
Annapolis ryland 21401 

9-2438 

100 COMMUNITY PLACE 
CROWNSVILLE, MD 21032-2023 

514-7600 

PS-2746 
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WI-255 
Jay Williams House 
201 East William Street 
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title 

Map 107, Parcel 684 

1026/46 

12/1/1984 

JWTS 468/339 

3/14/1959 

JWTS 468/33 7 

3/9/1959 

J w s 265/129 

12/9/1944 

Constance C. Sickmund 

to 

Andrew Hepburn 
Paula J. Hepburn 

Clayton Fisher 
Louise V. Fisher 

to 

Constance C. Sickmund 

Allen W. Barnes 
Dorothy M. Barnes 

to 

Clayton Fisher 
Louise V. Fisher 

Salisbury National Bank 

to 

Allen W. Barnes 
Dorothy M. Barnes 
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WI-255 
Jay Williams House 
201 East William Street 

Page 2 

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland 
Chain of title continued 

IDT 213/122 

10/26/1938 

Will Book 
MNN 1/442 

Written 
3/18/1918 
Proved 
3/15/1933 

FMS 1/244 

4/23/1886 

Carroll E. Bounds 
William Travers, attorneys 

ta 

The Salisbury National Bank 

Whereas By a Public Sale, 9/3/1938, in pursuance 
of the special power and authority vested in them 
under and by virtue of a certain mortgage from A. 
Blanche Williams, 7/15/1933, IDT 181/205 

Last Will and Testament of Jay Williams 

to, wife 

A. Blanche Williams 

After the payment of all my just debts and funeral 
expenses, I give, devise, and bequeath all my estate 
real and personal unto my wife A. Blanche Williams 
her heirs and assigns forever, in fee simple 

George W. Heam 
Sophia E. Heam 

to 

Jay Williams 

$250 Beginning ... on the North side of William Street" 
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