WI-262 c. 1930 and earlier
Greater Salisbury Building
Salisbury
Private
Now known as the Greater Salisbury Building and the home of the Richard A. Henson
Charitable Foundation, this two-story, limestone, marble, and brick building stands out
on Salisbury’s West Main Street as one of two distinctive examples of Art Deco design
as expressed in Eastern Shore commercial architecture. Built as the Eastern Shore Trust
Company around 1930 by the construction firm of Hastings & Parsons, the building is
distinctive for its green marble and limestone front that frames a tall entrance and
window wall. An Art Deco metal framework of a repeating arrow motif is laid over the
entrance and window wall. The tall rectangular composition of stone and marble is
further enhanced with carved repreéentations of the bow and stern of a two-masted
schooner. The bank’s former name, “County Trust Company” is carved in large block
letters and centered on the upper wall surface.

The vertical and compact nature of the Art Deco design imitates on a large scale
a vault-like shape that provides an exterior reference to the building’s function as a
bank. The stone and marble facade as well as the metal framework that fronts the
window wall convey a sense of strength, durability and modernity attractive to bank
directors as well as their customers. The carved panels representing the bow and stern
of a two-masted schooner are obvious references to the Eastern Shore in an effort to

localize a nationally popular architectural design.
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A bank has been located at this address since the late nineteenth century.
Purchased in January 1885 by the directors of the Salisbury National Bank, the building
standing at the time was destroyed in October 1886 during Salisbury’s catastrophic fire.
Little time passed, however, before a new bank was erected on the same lot. The
Salisbury National Bank transferred ownership of the property to the Eastern Shore
Trust Company on the last day of December 1930. The building ceased being a bank in
1990 when it was conveyed by the Maryland National Bank to the Richard A. Henson

Charitable Foundation, Inc.




MARYLAND HISTORIC PRESERVATION PLAN INFORMATION

RESOURCE NAME: Eastern Shore Trust Company (Greater Salisbury Building)

MHT INVENTORY NUMBER: WI-262

MARYLAND COMPREHENSIVE PLAN DATA

1. Historic Period Theme(s): Architecture

2. Geographic Orientation: Eastern Shore

3. Chronological/Development Period(s): Modern Period
1930
Industrial/Urban Dominance
1870-1929

4. Resource Type(s): Commercial Block

-Bank




Survey No.

WI-262
; . MARYLAND INVENTORY OF Magi No.
Maryland Historical Trust HISTCR10 PROPERTIES
L] - . Iy i
State Historic Sites Inventory Form DOE __yes _no
1 - Name (indicate preferred name)
historic Eastern Shore Trust Company, County Trust Company
and/orcommon Greater Salisbury Building
2. Location .
street & number 200 West Main Street ___not for publication
city, town Merytamd ./, ciur *J— vicinity of congressional district First
state Wicomico county Maryland
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—— district — public __X occupied —__ agriculture — — museum
X building(s) X private ____unoccupied _ commercial ___park
_structure ___both __work in progress — educational ___ private residence
——_ site Public Acquisition Accessible — entertainment —_ religious
. object __in process X yes: restricted - government —__ scientific
__ being considered ____yes: unrestricted ___ industrial __ transportation
X not applicable no military —_other:

4. owner Of Property (give names and mailing addresses of all owners)

name Richard A. Henson Charitable Foundation, Inc.
street & number 200 West Main Street telephone no.:
city, town Salisbury state and zip code Maryland 21801

5. Location of Legal Description

Map 107, P. 1054

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Wicomico County Clerk of Court liber 1224
street & number Wicomico County Courthouse folio 464
city, town Salisbury state D 21801

6. Representation in Existing uistorical surveys

title

date . federal ____state ____county ___ local

2pository for survey records

city, town state




7. Description Survey No.WI-262

Condition Check one Check one

— excellent __ deteriorated _____ unaltered ___original site

—X good ——_ruins _X_ altered — moved date of move
— fair . unexposed

Prepare both a summary paragraph and a general description of the resource and its
various elements as it exists today.

The old Eastern Shore Trust Company building, now known as the Greater Salisbury
Building, stands at 200 West Main Street in the center of the business district of
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland. The two-story limestone, marble, and brick
building faces north.

Built around 1930, this rectangular two-story, stone and brick was erected in an
ashlar masonry tradition with a polished granite steps and watertable defining the
foundation. Smooth limestone walls rise from the foundation in an Art Deco design
with white-veined green marble framing a two-story entrance and window wall. The
fully glazed entrance is framed by a tall series of windows fronted by a decorative metal
framework designed in an upside-down arrow motif. The white-veined green marble
surround frames the entrance and window wall. A molded backband trims the outside
perimeter of the marble and cyma curve crown molding serves as a cornice.

The limestone walls that surround the marble project slightly to form flanking
columns that rise to the parapet roof. Fixed in the top of each column are carved stone
panels depicting the bow and stern section of a two-masted schooner. The bow section
is on the left and the stern portion on the right. The bank name “County Trust
Company” in Art Deco block letters in centered on the upper wall surface. Additional
decoration includes a series of carved Art Deco stars across the top of the wall along
with another decorative carved bank.

The building has a night depository on the east (Ieft) side with a small
rectangular window above. The building is flanked on the west side by an adjacent

commercial block.

The interior has been remodeled to suit modern offices.



8- Significance Survey No. WI-262

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

— prehistoric ____ archeology-prehistoric ____ community planning ____ landscape architecture____ religion

——-1400-1499 ___ archeology-historic ____conservation —law — science

1500-1599 ____ agriculture ____economics — literature —_ sculpture

—_1600-1699 __X architecture ___ education —_ military —_social/

— 1700-1799 ____art —__ engineering —  music humanitarian

- 1800-1899 _ x commerce ___ exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

—_ = 1900- —____ communications —_industry —politics/government ___ transportation
___ invention ____ other (specify)

Specific dates Builder/Architect Hastings & Parsons, Inc Builders

check: Applicable Criteria: _ A __ B XC D

and/or T

Applicable Exception: _ A B C D E F G

Level of Significance: _ national _ state _X1local

Prepare both a summary paragraph of significance and a general statement of history and
support.

Now known as the Greater Salisbury Building and the home of the Richard A. Henson
Charitable Foundation, this two-story, limestone, marble, and brick building stands out
on Salisbury;West Main Street as one of two distinctive examples of Art Deco design
as expressed in Eastern Shore commercial architecture. Built as the Eastern Shore Trust
Company around 1930, the building is distinctive for its green marble and limestone
front that frames a tall entrance and window wall. An Art Deco metal framework of
repeating arrow motif is laid over the entrance and window wall. The tall rectangular
composition of stone and marble is further enhanced with carved representation of the
bow and stern of a two-masted schooner. The bank’s former name, “County Trust
Company” is carved in large block letters and centered on the upper wall surface.

The vertical and compact nature of the Art Deco design imitates on a large scale
a vault-like shape that provides an exterior reference to the building’s function as a
bank. The stone and marble facade as well as the metal framework that fronts the
window wall conveys a sense of strength, durability and modernity attractive to bank
directors as well as their customers. The carved panels representing the bow and stern
of a two-masted schooner are obvious references to the Eastern Shore in an effort to
localize a nationally popular architectural design.

The building qualifies for listing in Category A, due to its well preserved
condition and intact architectural features.

A bank has been located at this address since the late nineteenth century.
Purchased in January 1885 by the directors of the Salisbury National Bank(1), the
building standing at the time was destroyed in October 1886 during Salisbury’s
catastrophic fire. Little time passed, however, before a new bank was erected on the
same lot.(2) The Salisbury National Bank transferred ownership of the property to the
Eastern Shore Trust Company on the last day of December 1930.(3) The building
ceased being a bank in 1990 when it was conveyed by the Maryland National Bank to
the Richard A. Henson Charitable Foundation, Inc.(4)



9. Major Bibliographical References Survey No. WI-262

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name Quadrangle scale

UTM References do NOT complete UTM references
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Verbal boundary description and justification

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/titie Paul B. Touart, Architectural Historian

organization Private Consultant date 4/12/96

street & number P. O. Box 5 telephone 410-651-1094
city or town Westover state Maryland 21871

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created by
an Act of the Maryland Legislature to be found in the Annotated
Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA, 1974 supplement.

The survey and inventory are being prepared for information and
record purposes only and do not constitute any infringement of

individual property rights.

return to: Maryland Historical Trust MAPYMS?S)/&HST.R&%ALWST
21§ House' 100 COMMUNITY PLACE
Maryland 21401 CROWNSWLLES.&A.?/ 58032-2023

— PS-2746



WI-262

Greater Salisbury Building

(Eastern Shore Trust Company, Salisbury National Bank, Maryland National Bank)

200 West Main Street

Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Map 107, Parcel 1054

1224/464

7/16/1990

IDT 166/304

12/31/1930

SPT 7/111

1/12/1885

Maryland National Bank
to
The Richard A. Henson Charitable Foundation, Inc.

Southerly side of West Main Street and adjoining on the
East the property now or formerly owned by L. W. Gunby
Company, adjoining on the West the land now or formerly
owned by Arcade Theater

Salisbury National Bank
to

The Eastern Shore Trust Company
now by various mergers being the Maryland National Bank

E. Jackson and Nannie R. Jackson
to
Salisbury National Bank

$2,100 Beginning at a point on the south side of said street o
foot west from the North East corner of the lot
formerly belonging to Dr. William H. Rider,
deceased , and which was conveyed to the said Elihu
E. Jackson by deed from Granville B. Rider, one of
the executors of said deceased, and from said front
running westward by and with the south side of said
Street 21' or so as to include the entire foundation
of the building of the Bank aforesaid and to the
outside thereof...




SIGNIFICANCE, 8.1
Greater Salisbury Building, WI-262
Salisbury, Wicomico County, Maryland

Footnotes

1 Wicomico County Land Record, SPT 7/111, Wicomico County Courthouse.
2 Sanborn Insurance Map Company, (1888) Salisbury, (Maryland State Archives).

3 Wicomico County Land Record, IDT 166/304, December 31, 1930, Wicomico
County Courthouse.

4 Wicomico County Land Record, 1224/464, July 16, 1990, Wicomico County
Courthouse.
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